
Changes to legislation: The Magistrates' Courts (Northern Ireland) Order 1981, Section 133A is
up to date with all changes known to be in force on or before 05 March 2024. There are changes

that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made appear in the content
and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1981 No. 1675

The Magistrates' Courts (Northern Ireland) Order 1981

PART XI
RECOGNIZANCES AND BAIL

Bail on arrest

[F1Reconsideration of decisions granting bail

133A.—(1)  Where a magistrates' court has granted bail in connection with an offence, or
proceedings for an offence, to which this Article applies, or a custody officer has granted bail in
connection with proceedings for an offence, a magistrates' court may, on an application by the
prosecution for the decision to be reconsidered—

(a) vary or rescind the conditions of bail or impose further conditions;
(b) impose conditions in respect of bail which has been granted unconditionally, or
(c) withhold bail.

(2)  This Article applies to offences which are punishable on conviction on indictment (whether
or not punishable only on conviction on indictment).

(3)  No application for the reconsideration of a decision under this Article shall be made unless
it is based on information which was not available to the court or custody officer when the decision
was taken.

(4)  Where the decision of the court on a reconsideration under this Article is to withhold bail
from the person to whom it was originally granted, the court shall—

(a) if that person is before the court, remand him in custody; or
(b) if that person is not before the court, order him to surrender himself forthwith into the

custody of the court.
(5)  Where a person surrenders himself into the custody of the court in compliance with an order

under paragraph (4), the court shall remand him in custody.
(6)  A person who has been ordered to surrender to custody under paragraph (4) may be arrested

without warrant by a constable if he fails without reasonable cause to surrender to custody in
accordance with the order.

(7)  A person arrested in pursuance of paragraph (6) shall be brought before a magistrates' court
as soon as practicable after the arrest and in any event not later than the day next following the day
on which he is arrested and the court shall remand him in custody.

(8)  Where the day next following the day on which that person is arrested is Christmas Day, Good
Friday or a Sunday, he shall be brought before a magistrates' court not later than the next following
day which is not one of those days.

(9)  Magistrates' courts rules shall include provision—
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(a) requiring notice of an application under this Article and of the grounds for it to be given
to the person affected, including notice of the powers available to the court under it; and

(b) for securing that any representations made by the person affected (whether in writing or
orally) are considered by the court before making its decision.

(10)  In this Article custody officer includes an officer who is performing the functions of a
custody officer by virtue of Article 37(4) or (7) of the Police and Criminal Evidence (Northern
Ireland) Order 1989 (NI 12).]

F1 Art. 133A inserted (12.3.2007) by Criminal Justice (Northern Ireland) Order 2003 (S.I. 2003/1247
(N.I. 13)), arts. 1(3), 10; S.R. 2007/56, art. 2(a)

2

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/1981/1675/article/133A
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/2003/1247
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/2003/1247
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/2003/1247/article/1/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/2003/1247/article/10
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/2007/56
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/2007/56/article/2/a


Changes to legislation: 
The Magistrates' Courts (Northern Ireland) Order 1981, Section 133A is up to date with all
changes known to be in force on or before 05 March 2024. There are changes that may be
brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made appear in the content and are
referenced with annotations.
View outstanding changes

Changes and effects yet to be applied to :
– Instrument am (prosp) by S.I. 1994/2795 (N.I.) arts.3(4)25
– Instrument am (prosp) by S.I. 1994/2795 (N.I.) art.3(5)Sch.1
– Instrument am (prosp) by S.I. 1994/2795 (N.I.) art.5(2)
– Instrument mod (prosp) by 1994 c. 33 s. 91(3)
– Instrument revoked by 1998 c. 41 s.74(1)(3)Sch.12 para.5Sch.14 Pt.I

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Order associated Parts and
Chapters:
– Act amended by 1996 c. 25 s.79Sch.4 para 30
– Act amended by 1996 c. 25 s.79Sch.4 para 30
– Order applied (with modifications) by S.I. 2018/1125 reg. 8 (This amendment not

applied to legislation.gov.uk. S.I. 2018/1125, reg. 8 omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of
Private International Law (Implementation of Agreements) Act 2020 (c. 24), s. 4(3),
Sch. 5 para. 4(4))

– Order power to modify conferred by 2015 c. 9 (N.I.) s. 24(5)(a) (see s 24(6))
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Order (including any effects on those
provisions):
– Sch.6 Pt.I paras.1819 revoked by 1995 c. 21 s. 314(1)Sch.12 (Amendment could not

be applied. The relevant affected text is not available on legislation.gov)
– Sch.6 Pt.I para.5 revoked by S.I. 1995/756 art.15Sch.
– Sch. 6 para. 128-130 repealed by 2011 c. 15 (N.I.) Sch. 3 Pt. 2 (Amendment could

not be applied. The relevant affected text is not available on legislation.gov)
– Sch. 6 para. 125 repealed by 2011 c. 16 (N.I.) Sch. 5 (Amendment could not be

applied. The relevant affected text is not available on legislation.gov)
– Sch. 6 Pt. 3 para. 170 repealed by S.I. 2007/916 (N.I.) Sch. 8 Pt. 1 (Amendment

could not be applied. The relevant affected text is not available on legislation.gov)
– Sch. 6 para. 144 repealed by 2006 c. 48 Sch. 15 Pt. 4 (Amendment could not be

applied. The relevant affected text is not available on legislation.gov)
– Sch. 6 para. 21 repealed by 2013 c. 22 Sch. 11 para. 210 (Amendment could not be

applied. The relevant affected text is not available on legislation.gov)
– Sch. 6 para. 25 repealed by 2013 c. 22 Sch. 11 para. 210 (Amendment could not be

applied. The relevant affected text is not available on legislation.gov)
– art. 29A excluded by 1975 c. 59, s. 4(3) (as substituted) by 2015 c. 9 (N.I.) s. 7(6)
– art. 29A inserted by 2015 c. 9 (N.I.) s. 7(2)
– art. 34(1A)-(1E) inserted by 2015 c. 9 (N.I.) s. 8(2)
– art. 140(2ZA) inserted by 2016 c. 18 (N.I.) Sch. 10 para. 16

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/1994/2795
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/1994/2795/article/3/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/1994/2795/article/25
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/1994/2795
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/1994/2795/article/3/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/1994/2795/schedule/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/1994/2795
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/1994/2795/article/5/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1994/33
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1994/33/section/91/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1998/41
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1998/41/section/74/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1998/41/section/74/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1998/41/schedule/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1998/41/schedule/12/paragraph/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1998/41/schedule/14
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1998/41/schedule/14/part/I
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/25
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/25/section/79
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/25/schedule/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/25/schedule/4/paragraph/30
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/25
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/25/section/79
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/25/schedule/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/25/schedule/4/paragraph/30
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/1125
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/1125/regulation/8
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2015/9
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2015/9/section/24/5/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1995/21
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1995/21/section/314/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1995/21/schedule/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1995/756
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1995/756/article/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1995/756/schedule
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2011/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2011/15/schedule/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2011/15/schedule/3/part/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2011/16
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2011/16/schedule/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/2007/916
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/2007/916/schedule/8
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/2007/916/schedule/8/part/I
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2006/48
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2006/48/schedule/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2006/48/schedule/15/part/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2013/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2013/22/schedule/11
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2013/22/schedule/11/paragraph/210
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2013/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2013/22/schedule/11
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2013/22/schedule/11/paragraph/210
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2015/9
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2015/9/section/7/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2015/9
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2015/9/section/7/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2015/9
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2015/9/section/8/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2016/18
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2016/18/schedule/10
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2016/18/schedule/10/paragraph/16

