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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1981 No. 154

Road Traffic (Northern Ireland) Order 1981

PART V
REGULATION OF GOODS VEHICLES AND PUBLIC SERVICE

VEHICLES, TOGETHER WITH THE DRIVERS OF SUCH VEHICLES,
AND CONTROL OF LARGE PRIVATE PASSENGER VEHICLES

Licensing and regulation of public service vehicles

Grant of public service vehicle licences
F161.—(1)  Licences in respect of public service vehicles of such different classes as may be

prescribed may be—
(a) granted by the Department in such form and upon payment of such fee (which shall be

uniform in respect of every vehicle of a particular class);
(b) granted on such conditions and subject to revocation or suspension in such events;
(c) generally dealt with in such manner,

as may be prescribed, or as the Department may determine.
(2)  A public service vehicle licence granted by the Department under paragraph (1) shall, unless

sooner revoked or suspended, continue in force for one year.

(3)  [F2Subject to paragraph (3A),] a public service vehicle licence shall not be granted under
paragraph (1) unless the applicant for the licence—

(a) satisfies the Department that on the date when the licence will come into operation there
will be in force, in relation to the user on a road of the vehicle for which the licence is
sought, such a policy of insurance or such a security in respect of third-party liabilities as
complies with the requirements of Part VIII;

(b) shows to the reasonable satisfaction of the Department that he will be in a position to
satisfy all lawful claims which may be made against him in respect of damage to property
caused by the user of the vehicle on a road.

[F2(3A)  Paragraph (3) shall not apply to a public service vehicle owned by a company mentioned
in Article 90(2)(aa).]

(4)  Any condition on which a public service vehicle licence is to be granted may be either—
(a) prescribed; or
(b) inserted in or endorsed on the licence in respect of the vehicle,

and a condition so inserted in or endorsed on a licence shall have the like effect as if it were
prescribed.

(5)  The different classes of vehicles in respect of which licences are granted under this Article
shall be distinguished in such manner as may be prescribed.
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