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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1979 No. 1714

Perjury (Northern Ireland) Order 1979

Perjury

3.—(1)  Any person lawfully sworn as a witness or as an interpreter in a judicial proceeding
who wilfully makes a statement material in that proceeding, which he knows to be false, or does
not believe to be true, shall be guilty of perjury, and shall, on conviction on indictment, be liable to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding seven years, or to a fine, or to both.

(2)  The expression “judicial proceeding” includes a proceeding before any court, tribunal, or
person having by law power to hear, receive, and examine evidence on oath.

(3)  Where a statement made for the purposes of a judicial proceeding is not made before the
tribunal itself, but is made on oath before a person authorised by law to administer an oath to the
person who makes the statement, and to record or authenticate the statement, it shall, for the purposes
of this Article, be treated as having been made in a judicial proceeding.

(4)  A statement made by a person lawfully sworn in Northern Ireland for the purposes of a judicial
proceeding—

(a) in another part of Her Majesty's dominions; or
(b) in a British tribunal lawfully constituted in any place by sea or land outside Her Majesty's

dominions; or
(c) in a tribunal of any foreign state;

shall, for the purposes of this Article, be treated as a statement made in a judicial proceeding in
Northern Ireland.

(5)  The question whether a statement on which perjury is assigned was material is a question of
law to be determined by the court at the trial.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 Art. 3 applied (with modifications) (10.5.2013 for specified purposes, 11.11.2013 for specified

purposes, 1.4.2015 for specified purposes, 3.4.2017 for specified purposes) by The Criminal Evidence
(Northern Ireland) Order 1999 (S.I. 1999/2789), arts. 1(2), 17(7) (with Sch. 2); S.R. 2013/126, art. 2;
S.R. 2013/251, art. 2; S.R. 2015/157, art. 2; S.R. 2017/5, art. 2(b)

C2 Art. 3 applied by S.I. 1999/2789 (N.I. 8), art. 21BA(10) (as inserted (10.5.2013 for specified purposes,
11.11.2013 for specified purposes, 1.4.2015 for specified purposes, 3.4.2017 for specified purposes) by
Justice Act (Northern Ireland) 2011 (c. 24), ss. 12(1), 111(3); S.R. 2013/125, art. 2; S.R. 2013/252, art.
2; S.R. 2015/158, art. 2; S.R. 2017/6, art. 2)

C3 Art. 3 modified (31.7.2017) by The Criminal Justice (European Investigation Order) Regulations 2017
(S.I. 2017/730), regs. 1(1), 36(7)(b) (with regs. 3, 36(1))

C4 Art. 3 modified (31.7.2017) by The Criminal Justice (European Investigation Order) Regulations 2017
(S.I. 2017/730), regs. 1(1), 37(6)(b) (with regs. 3, 37(1))
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