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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1978 No. 1045

Matrimonial Causes (Northern Ireland) Order 1978

PART III
FINANCIAL RELIEF FOR PARTIES TO

MARRIAGE AND CHILDREN OF FAMILY

Ancillary relief in connection with divorce proceedings, etc.

Exercise of court's powers in favour of party to marriage on decree of divorce or nullity of
marriage

27A.—(1)  Where on or after the grant of a decree of divorce or nullity of marriage the court
decides to exercise its powers under Article 25(1)(a), (b) or (c)[F1, 26 [F2, 26A or 26D]] in favour of
a party to the marriage, it shall be the duty of the court to consider whether it would be appropriate
so to exercise those powers that the financial obligations of each party towards the other will be
terminated as soon after the grant of the decree as the court considers just and reasonable.

(2)  Where the court decides in such a case to make a periodical payments or secured periodical
payments order in favour of a party to the marriage, the court shall in particular consider whether it
would be appropriate to require those payments to be made or secured only for such term as would in
the opinion of the court be sufficient to enable the party in whose favour the order is made to adjust
without undue hardship to the termination of his or her financial dependence on the other party.

(3)  Where on or after the grant of a decree of divorce or nullity of marriage an application is
made by a party to the marriage for a periodical payments or secured periodical payments order in
his or her favour, then, if the court considers that no continuing obligation should be imposed on
either party to make or secure periodical payments in favour of the other, the court may dismiss the
application with a direction that the applicant shall not be entitled to make any further application
in relation to that marriage for an order under Article 25(1)(a) or (b).

F1 1999 NI 11
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118(1), Sch. 5 para. 5 (with s. 73); S.R. 2011/108, art. 2(2), Sch.
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