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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1972 No. 1265

Health and Personal Social Services
(Northern Ireland) Order 1972

PART V
OTHER FUNCTIONS OF THE MINISTRY

[F1Accommodation and services for private patients

31.—(1)  If the Department is satisfied, in the case of a hospital vested in it, that it is reasonable to
do so, it may authorise accommodation and services at the hospital in question to be made available,
to such extent as it may determine, for patients who give undertakings (or for whom undertakings
are given) to pay, in respect of the accommodation and services made available, such charges as
the Department may determine and may make and recover such charges as it may determine in
respect of such accommodation and services and calculate them on any basis that it considers to be
the appropriate commercial basis; but the Department shall do so only if and to the extent that it is
satisfied that to do so—

(a) will not to a significant extent interfere with the performance by it of any duty imposed on
it by this Order [F2or the 2009 Act] to provide accommodation or services of any kind; and

(b) will not to a significant extent operate to the disadvantage of persons seeking or afforded
admission or access to accommodation or services at hospitals vested in the Department
(whether as resident or non-resident patients) otherwise than under this Article.

(2)  The Department may allow accommodation and services to which an authorisation
under paragraph (1) relates to be made available in connection with treatment, in pursuance of
arrangements made by a medical practitioner or dental practitioner serving (whether in an honorary
or paid capacity) on the staff of a hospital vested in it for the treatment of private patients of that
practitioner.

(3)  The Department shall revoke an authorisation under this Article only if and to the extent that
it is satisfied that sufficient accommodation and facilities for the private practice of medicine and
dentistry are otherwise reasonably available (whether privately or at hospitals vested in it) to meet
the reasonable demand for them in the area served by the hospital in question.]

F1 1988 NI 24
F2 Words in art. 31(1)(a) inserted (1.4.2009) by Health and Social Care (Reform) Act (Northern Ireland)

2009 (c. 1), s. 34(3), Sch. 6 para. 3(15); S.R. 2009/114, art. 2
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– Instrument amended by 1995 c. 51 s.4Sch. para.30
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