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Houses in Multiple Occupation
Act (Northern Ireland) 2016

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 2: Licensing of Houses in Multiple Occupation

Section 23: Revocation of licences

Section 23 allows a council to revoke a licence at any time. There are a
number of possible grounds that may lead to the revocation of a licence. The
licence holder or agent is no longer a fit and proper person under Section 10;
the accommodation is not fit for human habitation; the HMO management
arrangements are not satisfactory; the accommodation is no longer suitable for
use as an HMO and cannot be made suitable; there has been a serious breach of
a condition of the licence; there has been more than one breach of a condition
(not necessarily a serious one). This Section also specifies that it does not matter
if the council has taken any other action or criminal proceedings have been
commenced, the licence can still be revoked.

1
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