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Mental Capacity Act (Northern Ireland) 2016

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 10 – Criminal Justice

Chapter 9 – Supplementary

Section 249 - Requirements as to written evidence

This section provides that where, under Part 10, a court may act on the written
evidence of a medical practitioner, a report in writing that is purported to be
signed by the medical practitioner may be received in evidence without further
proof of signature or that the practitioner has the required qualifications or is
of the required description. However, the court may require the practitioner to
give oral evidence.

Where a report is tendered in evidence other than by or on behalf of the person
who is the subject of that report, then a copy of the report must be given to his
or her legal representative. If the person is not legally represented, the substance
of the report must be disclosed to him or her or if the person is a child, then the
substance of the report must be disclosed to the parent or guardian, if they are
present in court. The person may require the medical practitioner to be called to
give oral evidence and evidence to rebut the report may be called.
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