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Justice Act (Northern Ireland) 2015

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 9: Miscellaneous

Personal samples, DNA profiles and fingerprints

Section 86: Power to retain DNA profile or fingerprintsin connection with
different offence

This section substitutes a new Article 63N into PACE to provide that fingerprints
or a DNA profile taken in connection with the investigation of one offence are to
be treated as if they were taken in connection with the investigation of any other
offence that the person is subsequently arrested for, charged with, convicted of or
given a penalty notice for. This means that provisions in PACE for the retention
of fingerprints or DNA profiles where there is a criminal conviction will apply
in such cases, without the need for a causal link between the arrest in respect of
which the fingerprints and DNA profiles were taken and the subsequent offence.
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