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Consolidated version of the Treaty on European Union

TITLE V

GENERAL PROVISIONS ON THE UNION'S EXTERNAL ACTION AND
SPECIFIC PROVISIONS ON THE COMMON FOREIGN AND SECURITY POLICY

CHAPTER 2

SPECIFIC PROVISIONS ON THE COMMON FOREIGN AND SECURITY POLICY

SECTION 1

COMMON PROVISIONS

Article 23

The Union's action on the international scene, pursuant to this Chapter, shall be guided
by the principles, shall pursue the objectives of, and be conducted in accordance with,
the general provisions laid down in Chapter 1.

Article 24

(ex Article 11 TEU)

1 The Union's competence in matters of common foreign and security policy shall cover
all areas of foreign policy and all questions relating to the Union's security, including the
progressive framing of a common defence policy that might lead to a common defence.

The common foreign and security policy is subject to specific rules and procedures.
It shall be defined and implemented by the European Council and the Council acting
unanimously, except where the Treaties provide otherwise. The adoption of legislative
acts shall be excluded. The common foreign and security policy shall be put into effect
by the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy and
by Member States, in accordance with the Treaties. The specific role of the European
Parliament and of the Commission in this area is defined by the Treaties. The Court
of Justice of the European Union shall not have jurisdiction with respect to these
provisions, with the exception of its jurisdiction to monitor compliance with Article 40
of this Treaty and to review the legality of certain decisions as provided for by the second
paragraph of Article 275 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union.

2 Within the framework of the principles and objectives of its external action, the Union
shall conduct, define and implement a common foreign and security policy, based on the
development of mutual political solidarity among Member States, the identification of questions
of general interest and the achievement of an ever-increasing degree of convergence of Member
States' actions.

3 The Member States shall support the Union's external and security policy actively and
unreservedly in a spirit of loyalty and mutual solidarity and shall comply with the Union's action
in this area.
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The Member States shall work together to enhance and develop their mutual political
solidarity. They shall refrain from any action which is contrary to the interests of the
Union or likely to impair its effectiveness as a cohesive force in international relations.

The Council and the High Representative shall ensure compliance with these principles.

Article 25

(ex Article 12 TEU)

The Union shall conduct the common foreign and security policy by:

(a) defining the general guidelines;

(b) adopting decisions defining:

(i) actions to be undertaken by the Union;

(ii) positions to be taken by the Union;

(iii) arrangements for the implementation of the decisions referred to in points
(i) and (ii);

and by

(c) strengthening systematic cooperation between Member States in the conduct of policy.

Article 26

(ex Article 13 TEU)

1 The European Council shall identify the Union's strategic interests, determine the
objectives of and define general guidelines for the common foreign and security policy,
including for matters with defence implications. It shall adopt the necessary decisions.

If international developments so require, the President of the European Council shall
convene an extraordinary meeting of the European Council in order to define the
strategic lines of the Union's policy in the face of such developments.

2 The Council shall frame the common foreign and security policy and take the decisions
necessary for defining and implementing it on the basis of the general guidelines and strategic
lines defined by the European Council.

The Council and the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security
Policy shall ensure the unity, consistency and effectiveness of action by the Union.

3 The common foreign and security policy shall be put into effect by the High
Representative and by the Member States, using national and Union resources.

Article 27

[X11 The High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy,
who shall chair the Foreign Affairs Council, shall contribute through his proposals to the
development of the common foreign and security policy and shall ensure implementation of the
decisions adopted by the European Council and the Council.]
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2 The High Representative shall represent the Union for matters relating to the common
foreign and security policy. He shall conduct political dialogue with third parties on the Union's
behalf and shall express the Union's position in international organisations and at international
conferences.

3 In fulfilling his mandate, the High Representative shall be assisted by a European
External Action Service. This service shall work in cooperation with the diplomatic services
of the Member States and shall comprise officials from relevant departments of the General
Secretariat of the Council and of the Commission as well as staff seconded from national
diplomatic services of the Member States. The organisation and functioning of the European
External Action Service shall be established by a decision of the Council. The Council shall act
on a proposal from the High Representative after consulting the European Parliament and after
obtaining the consent of the Commission.

Editorial Information
X1 Substituted by Procès-verbal of rectification to the Treaty of Lisbon amending the Treaty on European

Union and the Treaty establishing the European Community, signed at Lisbon on 13 December 2007
(Official Journal of the European Union C 306 of 17 December 2007) This rectification has been
carried out by means of a procès-verbal of rectification signed at Rome on 27 November 2009 with the
Government of the Italian Republic as depository..

Article 28

(ex Article 14 TEU)

1 Where the international situation requires operational action by the Union, the Council
shall adopt the necessary decisions. They shall lay down their objectives, scope, the means
to be made available to the Union, if necessary their duration, and the conditions for their
implementation.

If there is a change in circumstances having a substantial effect on a question subject to
such a decision, the Council shall review the principles and objectives of that decision
and take the necessary decisions.

2 Decisions referred to in paragraph 1 shall commit the Member States in the positions
they adopt and in the conduct of their activity.

3 Whenever there is any plan to adopt a national position or take national action pursuant
to a decision as referred to in paragraph 1, information shall be provided by the Member
State concerned in time to allow, if necessary, for prior consultations within the Council. The
obligation to provide prior information shall not apply to measures which are merely a national
transposition of Council decisions.

4 In cases of imperative need arising from changes in the situation and failing a review
of the Council decision as referred to in paragraph 1, Member States may take the necessary
measures as a matter of urgency having regard to the general objectives of that decision. The
Member State concerned shall inform the Council immediately of any such measures.

5 Should there be any major difficulties in implementing a decision as referred to in
this Article, a Member State shall refer them to the Council which shall discuss them and seek
appropriate solutions. Such solutions shall not run counter to the objectives of the decision
referred to in paragraph 1 or impair its effectiveness.

https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/eu-exit/https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12007LR(11)
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/eu-exit/https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12007LR(11)
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/eu-exit/https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12007LR(11)
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/eu-exit/https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12007LR(11)
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/eu-exit/https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12007LR(11)
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Article 29

(ex Article 15 TEU)

The Council shall adopt decisions which shall define the approach of the Union to a
particular matter of a geographical or thematic nature. Member States shall ensure that
their national policies conform to the Union positions.

Article 30

(ex Article 22 TEU)

1 Any Member State, the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and
Security Policy, or the High Representative with the Commission's support, may refer any
question relating to the common foreign and security policy to the Council and may [X2submit
to it, respectively, initiatives or proposals].

2 In cases requiring a rapid decision, the High Representative, of his own motion, or at
the request of a Member State, shall convene an extraordinary Council meeting within 48 hours
or, in an emergency, within a shorter period.

Editorial Information
X2 Substituted by Procès-verbal of rectification to the Treaty of Lisbon amending the Treaty on European

Union and the Treaty establishing the European Community, signed at Lisbon on 13 December 2007
(Official Journal of the European Union C 306 of 17 December 2007).

Article 31

(ex Article 23 TEU)

1 Decisions under this Chapter shall be taken by the European Council and the Council
acting unanimously, except where this Chapter provides otherwise. The adoption of legislative
acts shall be excluded.

When abstaining in a vote, any member of the Council may qualify its abstention by
making a formal declaration under the present subparagraph. In that case, it shall not be
obliged to apply the decision, but shall accept that the decision commits the Union. In
a spirit of mutual solidarity, the Member State concerned shall refrain from any action
likely to conflict with or impede Union action based on that decision and the other
Member States shall respect its position. If the members of the Council qualifying their
abstention in this way represent at least one third of the Member States comprising at
least one third of the population of the Union, the decision shall not be adopted.

2 By derogation from the provisions of paragraph 1, the Council shall act by qualified
majority:
— when adopting a decision defining a Union action or position on the basis of a decision

of the European Council relating to the Union's strategic interests and objectives, as
referred to in Article 22(1),

https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/eu-exit/https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12007L/TXTR(03)
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/eu-exit/https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12007L/TXTR(03)
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/eu-exit/https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12007L/TXTR(03)
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— when adopting a decision defining a Union action or position, on a proposal which
the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy has
presented following a specific request from the European Council, made on its own
initiative or that of the High Representative,

— when adopting any decision implementing a decision defining a Union action or
position,

— when appointing a special representative in accordance with Article 33.

If a member of the Council declares that, for vital and stated reasons of national policy,
it intends to oppose the adoption of a decision to be taken by qualified majority, a vote
shall not be taken. The High Representative will, in close consultation with the Member
State involved, search for a solution acceptable to it. If he does not succeed, the Council
may, acting by a qualified majority, request that the matter be referred to the European
Council for a decision by unanimity.

3 The European Council may unanimously adopt a decision stipulating that the Council
shall act by a qualified majority in cases other than those referred to in paragraph 2.

4 Paragraphs 2 and 3 shall not apply to decisions having military or defence
implications.

5 For procedural questions, the Council shall act by a majority of its members.

Article 32

(ex Article 16 TEU)

Member States shall consult one another within the European Council and the Council
on any matter of foreign and security policy of general interest in order to determine a
common approach. Before undertaking any action on the international scene or entering
into any commitment which could affect the Union's interests, each Member State
shall consult the others within the European Council or the Council. Member States
shall ensure, through the convergence of their actions, that the Union is able to assert
its interests and values on the international scene. Member States shall show mutual
solidarity.

When the European Council or the Council has defined a common approach of the
Union within the meaning of the first paragraph, the High Representative of the Union
for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy and the Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the
Member States shall coordinate their activities within the Council.

The diplomatic missions of the Member States and the Union delegations in third
countries and at international organisations shall cooperate and shall contribute to
formulating and implementing the common approach.

Article 33

(ex Article 18 TEU)

The Council may, on a proposal from the High Representative of the Union for Foreign
Affairs and Security Policy, appoint a special representative with a mandate in relation
to particular policy issues. The special representative shall carry out his mandate under
the authority of the High Representative.
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Article 34

(ex Article 19 TEU)

1 Member States shall coordinate their action in international organisations and at
international conferences. They shall uphold the Union's positions in such forums. The High
Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy shall organise this
coordination.

In international organisations and at international conferences where not all the Member
States participate, those which do take part shall uphold the Union's positions.

2 In accordance with Article 24(3), Member States represented in international
organisations or international conferences where not all the Member States participate shall
keep the other Member States and the High Representative informed of any matter of common
interest.

Member States which are also members of the United Nations Security Council will
concert and keep the other Member States and the High Representative fully informed.
Member States which are members of the Security Council will, in the execution of
their functions, defend the positions and the interests of the Union, without prejudice to
their responsibilities under the provisions of the United Nations Charter.

When the Union has defined a position on a subject which is on the United Nations
Security Council agenda, those Member States which sit on the Security Council shall
request that the High Representative be invited to present the Union's position.

Article 35

(ex Article 20 TEU)

The diplomatic and consular missions of the Member States and the Union
delegations in third countries and international conferences, and their representations
to international organisations, shall cooperate in ensuring that decisions defining
Union positions and actions adopted pursuant to this Chapter are complied with and
implemented.

They shall step up cooperation by exchanging information and carrying out joint
assessments.

They shall contribute to the implementation of the right of citizens of the Union to
protection in the territory of third countries as referred to in Article 20(2)(c) of the Treaty
on the Functioning of the European Union and of the measures adopted pursuant to
Article 23 of that Treaty.

Article 36

(ex Article 21 TEU)

The High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy shall
regularly consult the European Parliament on the main aspects and the basic choices of
the common foreign and security policy and the common security and defence policy
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and inform it of how those policies evolve. He shall ensure that the views of the
European Parliament are duly taken into consideration. Special representatives may be
involved in briefing the European Parliament.

[X2The European Parliament may address questions or make recommendations to the
Council or the High Representative.] Twice a year it shall hold a debate on progress in
implementing the common foreign and security policy, including the common security
and defence policy.

Editorial Information
X2 Substituted by Procès-verbal of rectification to the Treaty of Lisbon amending the Treaty on European

Union and the Treaty establishing the European Community, signed at Lisbon on 13 December 2007
(Official Journal of the European Union C 306 of 17 December 2007).

Article 37

(ex Article 24 TEU)

The Union may conclude agreements with one or more States or international
organisations in areas covered by this Chapter.

Article 38

(ex Article 25 TEU)

Without prejudice to Article 240 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European
Union, a Political and Security Committee shall monitor the international situation in the
areas covered by the common foreign and security policy and contribute to the definition
of policies by delivering opinions to the Council at the request of the Council or of the
High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy or on its own
initiative. It shall also monitor the implementation of agreed policies, without prejudice
to the powers of the High Representative.

Within the scope of this Chapter, the Political and Security Committee shall exercise,
under the responsibility of the Council and of the High Representative, the political
control and strategic direction of the crisis management operations referred to in Article
43.

The Council may authorise the Committee, for the purpose and for the duration of a crisis
management operation, as determined by the Council, to take the relevant decisions
concerning the political control and strategic direction of the operation.

Article 39

In accordance with Article 16 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union
and by way of derogation from paragraph 2 thereof, the Council shall adopt a decision
laying down the rules relating to the protection of individuals with regard to the
processing of personal data by the Member States when carrying out activities which fall
within the scope of this Chapter, and the rules relating to the free movement of such data.
Compliance with these rules shall be subject to the control of independent authorities.

https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/eu-exit/https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12007L/TXTR(03)
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/eu-exit/https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12007L/TXTR(03)
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/eu-exit/https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12007L/TXTR(03)
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Article 40

(ex Article 47 TEU)

The implementation of the common foreign and security policy shall not affect the
application of the procedures and the extent of the powers of the institutions laid down
by the Treaties for the exercise of the Union competences referred to in Articles 3 to 6
of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union.

Similarly, the implementation of the policies listed in those Articles shall not affect the
application of the procedures and the extent of the powers of the institutions laid down
by the Treaties for the exercise of the Union competences under this Chapter.

Article 41

(ex Article 28 TEU)

1 Administrative expenditure to which the implementation of this Chapter gives rise for
the institutions shall be charged to the Union budget.

2 Operating expenditure to which the implementation of this Chapter gives rise shall
also be charged to the Union budget, except for such expenditure arising from operations
having military or defence implications and cases where the Council acting unanimously decides
otherwise.

In cases where expenditure is not charged to the Union budget, it shall be charged to the
Member States in accordance with the gross national product scale, unless the Council
acting unanimously decides otherwise. As for expenditure arising from operations
having military or defence implications, Member States whose representatives in the
Council have made a formal declaration under Article 31(1), second subparagraph, shall
not be obliged to contribute to the financing thereof.

3 The Council shall adopt a decision establishing the specific procedures for
guaranteeing rapid access to appropriations in the Union budget for urgent financing of
initiatives in the framework of the common foreign and security policy, and in particular for
preparatory activities for the tasks referred to in Article 42(1) and Article 43. It shall act after
consulting the European Parliament.

Preparatory activities for the tasks referred to in Article 42(1) and Article 43 which are
not charged to the Union budget shall be financed by a start-up fund made up of Member
States' contributions.

The Council shall adopt by a qualified majority, on a proposal from the High
Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, decisions
establishing:

a the procedures for setting up and financing the start-up fund, in particular the amounts
allocated to the fund;

b the procedures for administering the start-up fund;
c the financial control procedures.

When the task planned in accordance with Article 42(1) and Article 43 cannot be
charged to the Union budget, the Council shall authorise the High Representative to use
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the fund. The High Representative shall report to the Council on the implementation
of this remit.


