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Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament and of the Council
of 27 April 2016on the protection of natural persons with regard to the

processing of personal data and on the free movement of such data (United
Kingdom General Data Protection Regulation)(Text with EEA relevance)

CHAPTER IV

Controller and processor

Section 2

Security of personal data

Article 33

Notification of a personal data breach to [F1the Commissioner]

1 In the case of a personal data breach, the controller shall without undue delay and,
where feasible, not later than 72 hours after having become aware of it, notify the personal data
breach to [F2the Commissioner], unless the personal data breach is unlikely to result in a risk to
the rights and freedoms of natural persons. Where [F3the notification under this paragraph] is
not made within 72 hours, it shall be accompanied by reasons for the delay.

2 The processor shall notify the controller without undue delay after becoming aware
of a personal data breach.

3 The notification referred to in paragraph 1 shall at least:
a describe the nature of the personal data breach including where possible, the categories

and approximate number of data subjects concerned and the categories and approximate
number of personal data records concerned;

b communicate the name and contact details of the data protection officer or other contact
point where more information can be obtained;

c describe the likely consequences of the personal data breach;
d describe the measures taken or proposed to be taken by the controller to address the

personal data breach, including, where appropriate, measures to mitigate its possible
adverse effects.

4 Where, and in so far as, it is not possible to provide the information at the same time,
the information may be provided in phases without undue further delay.

5 The controller shall document any personal data breaches, comprising the facts
relating to the personal data breach, its effects and the remedial action taken. That documentation
shall enable [F4the Commissioner] to verify compliance with this Article.
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Textual Amendments
F1 Words in Art. 33 heading substituted (31.12.2020) by The Data Protection, Privacy and Electronic

Communications (Amendments etc) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/419), reg. 1(2), Sch. 1
para. 27(2) (with reg. 5); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F2 Words in Art. 33(1) substituted (31.12.2020) by The Data Protection, Privacy and Electronic
Communications (Amendments etc) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/419), reg. 1(2), Sch. 1
para. 27(3)(a) (with reg. 5); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F3 Words in Art. 33(1) substituted (31.12.2020) by The Data Protection, Privacy and Electronic
Communications (Amendments etc) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/419), reg. 1(2), Sch. 1
para. 27(3)(b) (with reg. 5); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F4 Words in Art. 33(5) substituted (31.12.2020) by The Data Protection, Privacy and Electronic
Communications (Amendments etc) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/419), reg. 1(2), Sch. 1
para. 27(4) (with reg. 5); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eur/2016/679/article/33
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/419
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/419
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/419/regulation/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/419/schedule/1/paragraph/27/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/419/schedule/1/paragraph/27/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/419/regulation/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1/schedule/5/paragraph/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eur/2016/679/article/33/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/419
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/419
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/419/regulation/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/419/schedule/1/paragraph/27/3/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/419/schedule/1/paragraph/27/3/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/419/regulation/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1/schedule/5/paragraph/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eur/2016/679/article/33/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/419
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/419
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/419/regulation/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/419/schedule/1/paragraph/27/3/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/419/schedule/1/paragraph/27/3/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/419/regulation/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1/schedule/5/paragraph/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eur/2016/679/article/33/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/419
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/419
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/419/regulation/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/419/schedule/1/paragraph/27/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/419/schedule/1/paragraph/27/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/419/regulation/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1/schedule/5/paragraph/1/1


Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27...
Document Generated: 2024-04-11

3

Changes to legislation: 
There are currently no known outstanding effects for the Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the
European Parliament and of the Council, Article 33.


