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Directive (EU) 2019/944 of the European Parliament and of the Council
of 5 June 2019 on common rules for the internal market for electricity

and amending Directive 2012/27/EU (recast) (Text with EEA relevance)

CHAPTER II

GENERAL RULES FOR THE ORGANISATION OF THE ELECTRICITY SECTOR

Article 3

Competitive, consumer-centred, flexible and non-discriminatory electricity markets

1 Member States shall ensure that their national law does not unduly hamper cross-
border trade in electricity, consumer participation, including through demand response,
investments into, in particular, variable and flexible energy generation, energy storage, or the
deployment of electromobility or new interconnectors between Member States, and shall ensure
that electricity prices reflect actual demand and supply.

2 When developing new interconnectors, Member States shall take into account
the electricity interconnection targets set out in point (1) of Article 4(d) of Regulation
(EU) 2018/1999.

3 Member States shall ensure that no undue barriers exist within the internal market for
electricity as regards market entry, operation and exit, without prejudice to the competence that
Member States retain in relation to third countries.

4 Member States shall ensure a level playing field where electricity undertakings
are subject to transparent, proportionate and non-discriminatory rules, fees and treatment, in
particular with respect to balancing responsibility, access to wholesale markets, access to data,
switching processes and billing regimes and, where applicable, licensing.

5 Member States shall ensure that market participants from third countries, when
operating within the internal market for electricity, comply with applicable Union and national
law, including that concerning environmental and safety policy.


