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Directive (EU) 2018/1972 of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 11 December 2018 establishing the European Electronic

Communications Code (Recast) (Text with EEA relevance)

PART I

FRAMEWORK (GENERAL RULES FOR THE ORGANISATION OF THE SECTOR)

TITLE II

INSTITUTIONAL SET-UP AND GOVERNANCE

CHAPTER II

General authorisation

Section 2

General authorisation rights and obligations

Article 15

Minimum list of rights derived from the general authorisation

1 Undertakings subject to the general authorisation pursuant to Article 12, shall have
the right to:

a provide electronic communications networks and services;
b have their application for the necessary rights to install facilities considered in

accordance with Article 43;
c use, subject to Articles 13, 46 and 55, radio spectrum in relation to electronic

communications networks and services;
d have their application for the necessary rights of use for numbering resources considered

in accordance with Article 94.

2 Where such undertakings provide electronic communications networks or services to
the public, the general authorisation shall give them the right to:

a negotiate interconnection with and, where applicable, obtain access to, or
interconnection from, other providers of public electronic communications networks
or publicly available electronic communications services covered by a general
authorisation in the Union in accordance with this Directive;

b be given an opportunity to be designated to provide different elements of the universal
service or to cover different parts of the national territory in accordance with Article 86
or 87.
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Article 16

Administrative charges

1 Any administrative charges imposed on undertakings providing electronic
communications networks or services under the general authorisation or to which a right of use
has been granted shall:

a cover, in total, only the administrative costs incurred in the management, control
and enforcement of the general authorisation system and of the rights of use and
of specific obligations as referred to in Article 13(2), which may include costs
for international cooperation, harmonisation and standardisation, market analysis,
monitoring compliance and other market control, as well as regulatory work involving
preparation and enforcement of secondary legislation and administrative decisions,
such as decisions on access and interconnection; and

b be imposed upon the individual undertakings in an objective, transparent and
proportionate manner which minimises additional administrative costs and associated
charges.

Member States may choose not to apply administrative charges to undertakings the
turnover of which is below a certain threshold or the activities of which do not reach a
minimum market share or have a very limited territorial scope.

2 Where national regulatory or other competent authorities impose administrative
charges, they shall publish an annual overview of their administrative costs and of the total sum
of the charges collected. Where there is a difference between the total sum of the charges and
the administrative costs, appropriate adjustments shall be made.

Article 17

Accounting separation and financial reports

1 Member States shall require undertakings providing public electronic communications
networks or publicly available electronic communications services which have special or
exclusive rights for the provision of services in other sectors in the same or another
Member State to:

a keep separate accounts for the activities associated with the provision of electronic
communications networks or services, to the extent that would be required if those
activities were carried out by legally independent entities, in order to identify all
elements of cost and revenue, with the basis of their calculation and the detailed
attribution methods used, related to such activities, including an itemised breakdown
of fixed assets and structural costs; or

b have structural separation for the activities associated with the provision of electronic
communications networks or services.

Member States may choose not to apply the requirements referred to in the
first subparagraph to undertakings which have an annual turnover of less than
EUR 50 million in activities associated with electronic communications networks or
services in the Union.

2 Where undertakings providing public electronic communications networks or publicly
available electronic communications services are not subject to the requirements of company
law and do not satisfy the small and medium-sized enterprise criteria of Union law accounting
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rules, their financial reports shall be drawn up and submitted to independent audit and published.
The audit shall be carried out in accordance with the relevant Union and national rules.

The first subparagraph of this paragraph shall also apply to the separate accounts
required under point (a) of the first subparagraph of paragraph 1.


