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Directive (EU) 2015/849 of the European Parliament and of the Council of
20 May 2015 on the prevention of the use of the financial system for the

purposes of money laundering or terrorist financing, amending Regulation
(EU) No 648/2012 of the European Parliament and of the Council, and
repealing Directive 2005/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the

Council and Commission Directive 2006/70/EC (Text with EEA relevance)

CHAPTER IV

REPORTING OBLIGATIONS

SECTION 2

Prohibition of disclosure

Article 39

1 Obliged entities and their directors and employees shall not disclose to the customer
concerned or to other third persons the fact that information is being, will be or has been
transmitted in accordance with Article 33 or 34 or that a money laundering or terrorist financing
analysis is being, or may be, carried out.

2 The prohibition laid down in paragraph 1 shall not include disclosure to the competent
authorities, including the self-regulatory bodies, or disclosure for law enforcement purposes.

[F13 The prohibition laid down in paragraph 1 of this Article shall not prevent disclosure
between the credit institutions and financial institutions from the Member States provided that
they belong to the same group, or between those entities and their branches and majority owned
subsidiaries established in third countries, provided that those branches and majority-owned
subsidiaries fully comply with the group-wide policies and procedures, including procedures
for sharing information within the group, in accordance with Article 45, and that the group-wide
policies and procedures comply with the requirements set out in this Directive.]

4 The prohibition laid down in paragraph 1 shall not prevent disclosure between the
obliged entities as referred to in point (3)(a) and (b) of Article 2(1), or entities from third
countries which impose requirements equivalent to those laid down in this Directive, who
perform their professional activities, whether as employees or not, within the same legal
person or a larger structure to which the person belongs and which shares common ownership,
management or compliance control.

5 For obliged entities referred to in points (1), (2), (3)(a) and (b) of Article 2(1) in
cases relating to the same customer and the same transaction involving two or more obliged
entities, the prohibition laid down in paragraph 1 of this Article shall not prevent disclosure
between the relevant obliged entities provided that they are from a Member State, or entities
in a third country which imposes requirements equivalent to those laid down in this Directive,
and that they are from the same professional category and are subject to obligations as regards
professional secrecy and personal data protection.

6 Where the obliged entities referred to in point (3)(a) and (b) of Article 2(1) seek to
dissuade a client from engaging in illegal activity, that shall not constitute disclosure within the
meaning of paragraph 1 of this Article.
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Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Directive (EU) 2018/843 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 May

2018 amending Directive (EU) 2015/849 on the prevention of the use of the financial system for
the purposes of money laundering or terrorist financing, and amending Directives 2009/138/EC and
2013/36/EU (Text with EEA relevance).
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