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Directive (EU) 2015/849 of the European Parliament and of the Council of
20 May 2015 on the prevention of the use of the financial system for the

purposes of money laundering or terrorist financing, amending Regulation
(EU) No 648/2012 of the European Parliament and of the Council, and
repealing Directive 2005/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the

Council and Commission Directive 2006/70/EC (Text with EEA relevance)

CHAPTER I

GENERAL PROVISIONS

SECTION 1

Subject-matter, scope and definitions

Article 1

1 This Directive aims to prevent the use of the Union's financial system for the purposes
of money laundering and terrorist financing.

2 Member States shall ensure that money laundering and terrorist financing are
prohibited.

3 For the purposes of this Directive, the following conduct, when committed
intentionally, shall be regarded as money laundering:

a the conversion or transfer of property, knowing that such property is derived from
criminal activity or from an act of participation in such activity, for the purpose of
concealing or disguising the illicit origin of the property or of assisting any person who
is involved in the commission of such an activity to evade the legal consequences of
that person's action;

b the concealment or disguise of the true nature, source, location, disposition, movement,
rights with respect to, or ownership of, property, knowing that such property is derived
from criminal activity or from an act of participation in such an activity;

c the acquisition, possession or use of property, knowing, at the time of receipt, that such
property was derived from criminal activity or from an act of participation in such an
activity;

d participation in, association to commit, attempts to commit and aiding, abetting,
facilitating and counselling the commission of any of the actions referred to in points
(a), (b) and (c).

4 Money laundering shall be regarded as such even where the activities which generated
the property to be laundered were carried out in the territory of another Member State or in that
of a third country.

5 For the purposes of this Directive, ‘terrorist financing’ means the provision or
collection of funds, by any means, directly or indirectly, with the intention that they be used or in
the knowledge that they are to be used, in full or in part, in order to carry out any of the offences
within the meaning of Articles 1 to 4 of Council Framework Decision 2002/475/JHA(1).
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6 Knowledge, intent or purpose required as an element of the activities referred to in
paragraphs 3 and 5 may be inferred from objective factual circumstances.
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(1) Council Framework Decision 2002/475/JHA of 13 June 2002 on combating terrorism (OJ L 164,
22.6.2002, p. 3).
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