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Council Directive (EU) 2015/652 of 20 April 2015 laying down calculation methods
and reporting requirements pursuant to Directive 98/70/EC of the European

Parliament and of the Council relating to the quality of petrol and diesel fuels

Article 1

Subject matter — Scope

1 This Directive lays down rules on calculation methods and reporting requirements in
accordance with Directive 98/70/EC.

2 This Directive applies to fuels used to propel road vehicles, non-road mobile
machinery (including inland waterway vessels when not at sea), agricultural and forestry
tractors, recreational craft when not at sea and electricity for use in road vehicles.

Article 2

Definitions

For the purposes of this Directive, and in addition to the definitions already contained
in Directive 98/70/EC, the following definitions apply:

(1) ‘upstream emissions’ means all greenhouse gas emissions occurring prior to the raw
material entering a refinery or a processing plant where the fuel, as referred to in Annex
I, was produced;

(2) ‘natural bitumen’ means any source of refinery raw material that:

(a) has an American Petroleum Institute (API) gravity of 10 degrees or less when
situated in a reservoir formation at the place of extraction as defined pursuant
to the testing method of the American Society for Testing and Materials
(ASTM)(1) D287;

(b) has an annual average viscosity at reservoir temperature greater than that
calculated by the equation: Viscosity (Centipoise) = 518,98e-0,038T, where T
is the temperature in Celsius;

(c) falls within the definition for tar sands under combined nomenclature (CN)
code 2714 as outlined in Council Regulation (EEC) No 2658/87(2); and

(d) where the mobilisation of the source of the raw material is achieved by
mining extraction or thermally enhanced gravity drainage where the thermal
energy is mainly derived from sources other than the feedstock source itself;

(3) ‘oil shale’ means any source of refinery raw material as situated in a rock formation
containing solid kerogen and falling within the definition for oil shale under CN
code 2714 as outlined in Regulation (EEC) No 2658/87. Mobilisation of the source
of the raw material is achieved by mining extraction or thermally enhanced gravity
drainage;

(4) ‘fuel baseline standard’ means a fuel baseline standard based on the life cycle
greenhouse gas emissions per unit of energy from fossil fuels in 2010;
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(5) ‘conventional crude’ means any refinery raw material exhibiting an API gravity that
is higher than 10 degrees when situated in a reservoir formation at its place of origin
as measured per testing method ASTM D287, and not falling within the definition for
CN code 2714 as set out in Regulation (EEC) No 2658/87.

Article 3

Method for calculating the greenhouse gas intensity of fuels and
energy supplied other than biofuels and reporting by suppliers

1 For the purposes of Article 7a(2) of Directive 98/70/EC, Member States shall ensure
that suppliers use the calculation method set out in Annex I to this Directive to determine the
greenhouse gas intensity of the fuels they supply.

2 For the purposes of the second subparagraph of Article 7a(1) and of Article 7a(2) of
Directive 98/70/EC, Member States shall require suppliers to report data using the definitions
and the calculation method set out in Annex I to this Directive. The data shall be reported
annually using the template set out in Annex IV to this Directive.

3 For the purposes of Article 7a(4) of Directive 98/70/EC, any Member State shall
ensure that a group of suppliers choosing to be considered as a single supplier meets its
obligation under Article 7a(2) within that Member State.

4 For suppliers that are SMEs, Member States shall apply the simplified method set out
in Annex I to this Directive.

Article 4

Calculation of fuel baseline standard and greenhouse gas intensity reduction

For the purposes of verifying compliance by suppliers with their obligation under
Article 7a(2) of Directive 98/70/EC, Member States shall require suppliers to compare
their achieved reductions of life cycle greenhouse gas emissions from fuels and from
electricity to the fuel baseline standard set out in Annex II to this Directive.

Article 5

Reporting by Member States

[F11 Each year by 31 December Member States shall provide the Commission with data
for the preceding calendar year related to compliance with Article 7a of Directive 98/70/EC, as
defined in Annex III to this Directive.]

2 Member States shall use the ReportNet tools of the European Environment Agency
provided pursuant to Regulation (EC) No 401/2009 of the European Parliament and of the
Council(3) for the submission of the data set out in Annex III to this Directive. The data shall
be transmitted by the Member States by means of electronic data transfer to the Central Data
Repository managed by the European Environment Agency.

3 The data shall be provided annually using the template set out in Annex IV.
Member States shall notify the Commission of the date of transmission and the contact name
of the competent authority responsible for verifying and reporting the data to the Commission.
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Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Regulation (EU) 2018/1999 of the European Parliament and of the Council of

11 December 2018 on the Governance of the Energy Union and Climate Action, amending
Regulations (EC) No 663/2009 and (EC) No 715/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council,
Directives 94/22/EC, 98/70/EC, 2009/31/EC, 2009/73/EC, 2010/31/EU, 2012/27/EU and 2013/30/EU
of the European Parliament and of the Council, Council Directives 2009/119/EC and (EU) 2015/652
and repealing Regulation (EU) No 525/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council (Text with
EEA relevance).

Article 6

Penalties

Member States shall lay down the rules on penalties applicable to infringements of
national provisions adopted pursuant to this Directive and shall take all measures
necessary to ensure that they are implemented. The penalties provided for must be
effective, proportionate and dissuasive. Member States shall notify those provisions to
the Commission by 21 April 2017 and shall notify it without delay of any subsequent
amendment affecting them.

Article 7

Transposition

1 Member States shall bring into force the laws, regulations and administrative
provisions necessary to comply with this Directive by 21 April 2017 at the latest. They shall
immediately inform the Commission thereof.

2 When Member States adopt those measures, they shall contain a reference to this
Directive or shall be accompanied by such a reference on the occasion of their official
publication. The methods of making such reference shall be laid down by Member States.

3 Member States shall communicate to the Commission the text of the main measures
of national law which they adopt in the field covered by this Directive.

Article 8

Entry into force

This Directive shall enter into force on the twentieth day following that of its publication
in the Official Journal of the European Union.

Article 9

Addressees

This Directive is addressed to the Member States.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eur/2018/1999
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eur/2018/1999
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eur/2018/1999
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eur/2018/1999
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eur/2018/1999
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eur/2018/1999
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eur/2018/1999
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(1) American Society for Testing and Materials: http://www.astm.org/index.shtml
(2) Council Regulation (EEC) No 2658/87 of 23 July 1987 on the tariff and statistical nomenclature

and on the Common Customs Tariff (OJ L 256, 7.9.1987, p. 1).
(3) Regulation (EC) No 401/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 April 2009 on

the European Environment Agency and the European Environment Information and Observation
Network (OJ L 126, 21.5.2009, p. 13).

https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/eu-exit/https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.1987.256.01.0001.01.ENG
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/eu-exit/https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2009.126.01.0013.01.ENG

