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Directive 2012/13/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council
of 22 May 2012 on the right to information in criminal proceedings

Article 6

Right to information about the accusation

1 Member States shall ensure that suspects or accused persons are provided with
information about the criminal act they are suspected or accused of having committed. That
information shall be provided promptly and in such detail as is necessary to safeguard the
fairness of the proceedings and the effective exercise of the rights of the defence.

2 Member States shall ensure that suspects or accused persons who are arrested or
detained are informed of the reasons for their arrest or detention, including the criminal act they
are suspected or accused of having committed.

3 Member States shall ensure that, at the latest on submission of the merits of the
accusation to a court, detailed information is provided on the accusation, including the nature
and legal classification of the criminal offence, as well as the nature of participation by the
accused person.

4 Member States shall ensure that suspects or accused persons are informed promptly
of any changes in the information given in accordance with this Article where this is necessary
to safeguard the fairness of the proceedings.


