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Directive 2011/7/EU of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 16 February 2011 on combating late payment in
commercial transactions (recast) (Text with EEA relevance)

Article 6

Compensation for recovery costs

1 Member States shall ensure that, where interest for late payment becomes payable in
commercial transactions in accordance with Article 3 or 4, the creditor is entitled to obtain from
the debtor, as a minimum, a fixed sum of EUR 40.

2 Member States shall ensure that the fixed sum referred to in paragraph 1 is payable
without the necessity of a reminder and as compensation for the creditor’s own recovery costs.

3 The creditor shall, in addition to the fixed sum referred to in paragraph 1, be entitled
to obtain reasonable compensation from the debtor for any recovery costs exceeding that fixed
sum and incurred due to the debtor’s late payment. This could include expenses incurred, inter
alia, in instructing a lawyer or employing a debt collection agency.


