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Council Directive 2011/64/EU of 21 June 2011 on the structure and
rates of excise duty applied to manufactured tobacco (codification)

CHAPTER 3

PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO CIGARETTES

Article 8

1 The percentage of the specific component of excise duty in the amount of the total tax
burden on cigarettes shall be established by reference to the weighted average retail selling price.

2 The weighted average retail selling price shall be calculated by reference to the total
value of all cigarettes released for consumption, based on the retail selling price including all
taxes, divided by the total quantity of cigarettes released for consumption. It shall be determined
by 1 March at the latest of each year on the basis of data relating to all such releases for
consumption made in the preceding calendar year.

3 Until 31 December 2013, the specific component of the excise duty shall not be less
than 5 % and shall not be more than 76,5 % of the amount of the total tax burden resulting from
the aggregation of the following:

a specific excise duty;
b the ad valorem excise duty and the value added tax (VAT) levied on the weighted

average retail selling price.

4 From 1 January 2014, the specific component of the excise duty on cigarettes shall
not be less than 7,5 % and shall not be more than 76,5 % of the amount of the total tax burden
resulting from the aggregation of the following:

a specific excise duty;
b the ad valorem excise duty and the VAT levied on the weighted average retail selling

price.

5 By way of derogation from paragraphs 3 and 4, where a change in the weighted
average retail selling price of cigarettes occurs in a Member State, thereby bringing the specific
component of the excise duty, expressed as a percentage of the total tax burden, below the
percentage of 5 % or 7,5 %, whichever is applicable, or above the percentage of 76,5 % of the
total tax burden, the Member State concerned may refrain from adjusting the amount of the
specific excise duty until 1 January of the second year following that in which the change occurs.

6 Subject to paragraphs 3, 4 and 5 of this Article and the second subparagraph of Article
7(1), Member States may levy a minimum excise duty on cigarettes.


