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Council Directive 2011/64/EU of 21 June 2011 on the structure and
rates of excise duty applied to manufactured tobacco (codification)

CHAPTER 5

DETERMINATION OF THE MAXIMUM RETAIL SELLING
PRICE OF MANUFACTURED TOBACCO, COLLECTION

OF EXCISE DUTY, EXEMPTIONS AND REFUNDS

Article 15

1 Manufacturers or, where appropriate, their representatives or authorised agents in the
Union, and importers of tobacco from third countries shall be free to determine the maximum
retail selling price for each of their products for each Member State for which the products in
question are to be released for consumption.

The first subparagraph may not, however, hinder implementation of national systems
of legislation regarding the control of price levels or the observance of imposed prices,
provided that they are compatible with Union legislation.

2 In order to facilitate the levying of the excise duty, Member States may, for each group
of manufactured tobacco, fix a scale of retail selling prices on condition that each scale has
sufficient scope and variety to correspond in fact with the variety of products originating in the
Union.

Each scale shall be valid for all the products belonging to the group of manufactured
tobacco which it concerns, without distinction on the basis of quality, presentation, the
origin of the products or of the materials used, the characteristics of the undertakings
or of any other criterion.


