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ANNEX VIII

SEVERITY CLASSIFICATION OF PROCEDURES

Section I:

Severity categories
Non-recovery:

Procedures which are performed entirely under general anaesthesia from which the animal shall
not recover consciousness shall be classified as ‘non-recovery’.
Mild:

Procedures on animals as a result of which the animals are likely to experience short-term mild
pain, suffering or distress, as well as procedures with no significant impairment of the well-
being or general condition of the animals shall be classified as ‘mild’.

Moderate:

Procedures on animals as a result of which the animals are likely to experience short-term
moderate pain, suffering or distress, or long-lasting mild pain, suffering or distress as well as
procedures that are likely to cause moderate impairment of the well-being or general condition
of the animals shall be classified as ‘moderate’.

Severe:

Procedures on animals as a result of which the animals are likely to experience severe pain,
suffering or distress, or long-lasting moderate pain, suffering or distress as well as procedures,
that are likely to cause severe impairment of the well-being or general condition of the animals
shall be classified as ‘severe’.



