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ANNEX III

REQUIREMENTS FOR ESTABLISHMENTS AND FOR
THE CARE AND ACCOMMODATION OF ANIMALS

Section A:

General section

1. The physical facilities

1.1. Functions and general design

(a) All facilities shall be constructed so as to provide an environment which takes into
account the physiological and ethological needs of the species kept in them. Facilities
shall also be designed and managed to prevent access by unauthorised persons and the
ingress or escape of animals.

(b) Establishments shall have an active maintenance programme to prevent and remedy
any defect in buildings or equipment.

1.2. Holding rooms

(a) Establishments shall have a regular and efficient cleaning schedule for the rooms and
shall maintain satisfactory hygienic standards.

(b) Walls and floors shall be surfaced with a material resistant to the heavy wear and tear
caused by the animals and the cleaning process. The material shall not be detrimental
to the health of the animals and shall be such that the animals cannot hurt themselves.
Additional protection shall be given to any equipment or fixtures so that they are not
damaged by the animals nor do they cause injury to the animals themselves.

(c) Species that are incompatible, for example predator and prey, or animals requiring
different environmental conditions, shall not be housed in the same room nor, in the
case of predator and prey, within sight, smell or sound of each other.

1.3. General and special purpose procedure rooms

(a) Establishments shall, where appropriate, have available laboratory facilities for
the carrying out of simple diagnostic tests, post-mortem examinations, and/or
the collection of samples that are to be subjected to more extensive laboratory
investigations elsewhere. General and special purpose procedure rooms shall be
available for situations where it is undesirable to carry out the procedures or
observations in the holding rooms.

(b) Facilities shall be provided to enable newly-acquired animals to be isolated until their
health status can be determined and the potential health risk to established animals
assessed and minimised.

(c) There shall be accommodation for the separate housing of sick or injured animals.

1.4. Service rooms

(a) Store-rooms shall be designed, used and maintained to safeguard the quality of food
and bedding. These rooms shall be vermin and insect-proof, as far as possible. Other
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materials, which may be contaminated or present a hazard to animals or staff, shall
be stored separately.

(b) The cleaning and washing areas shall be large enough to accommodate the installations
necessary to decontaminate and clean used equipment. The cleaning process shall
be arranged so as to separate the flow of clean and dirty equipment to prevent the
contamination of newly-cleaned equipment.

(c) Establishments shall provide for the hygienic storage and safe disposal of carcasses
and animal waste.

(d) Where surgical procedures under aseptic conditions are required there shall be
provision for one or more than one suitably equipped room, and facilities provided
for postoperative recovery.


