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Council Directive 2009/50/EC of 25 May 2009 on the conditions of entry and
residence of third-country nationals for the purposes of highly qualified employment

CHAPTER IV

RIGHTS

Article 15

Family members

1 Directive 2003/86/EC shall apply with the derogations laid down in this Article.

2 By way of derogation from Articles 3(1) and 8 of Directive 2003/86/EC, family
reunification shall not be made dependent on the requirement of the EU Blue Card holder having
reasonable prospects of obtaining the right of permanent residence and having a minimum
period of residence.

3 By way of derogation from the last subparagraph of Article 4(1) and Article 7(2) of
Directive 2003/86/EC, the integration conditions and measures referred to therein may only be
applied after the persons concerned have been granted family reunification.

4 By way of derogation from the first subparagraph of Article 5(4) of Directive 2003/86/
EC, residence permits for family members shall be granted, where the conditions for family
reunification are fulfilled, at the latest within six months from the date on which the application
was lodged.

5 By way of derogation from Article 13(2) and (3) of Directive 2003/86/EC, the duration
of validity of the residence permits of family members shall be the same as that of the residence
permits issued to the EU Blue Card holder insofar as the period of validity of their travel
documents allows it.

6 By way of derogation from the second sentence of Article 14(2) of Directive 2003/86/
EC, Member States shall not apply any time limit in respect of access to the labour market.

This paragraph is applicable from 19 December 2011.

7 By way of derogation to Article 15(1) of Directive 2003/86/EC, for the purposes of
calculation of the five years of residence required for the acquisition of an autonomous residence
permit, residence in different Member States may be cumulated.

8 If Member States have recourse to the option provided for in paragraph 7, the
provisions set out in Article 16 of this Directive in respect of accumulation of periods of
residence in different Member States by the EU Blue Card holder shall apply mutatis mutandis.



