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Council Directive 2009/119/EC of 14 September 2009 imposing an obligation on
Member States to maintain minimum stocks of crude oil and/or petroleum products

Article 18

Reviews of emergency preparedness and stockholding

1 The Commission may, in coordination with Member States, carry out reviews to
verify their emergency preparedness and, if considered appropriate by the Commission, related
stockholding. When preparing for such reviews, the Commission shall take into account efforts
undertaken by other institutions and international organisations and consult the Coordination
Group.

2 The Coordination Group may agree on the participation of authorised agents and
representatives of other Member States in the reviews. Designated national officials of the
reviewed Member State may accompany the persons performing the review. Within 1 week
following the announcement of a review referred to in paragraph 1, any Member State concerned
that has not provided the Commission with sensitive data relating to the location of stocks
pursuant Articles 6 and 9 shall place this information at the disposal of the Commission’s
employees or authorised agents.

3 Member States shall ensure that their authorities and those responsible for maintaining
and managing emergency and specific stocks agree to inspections and provide assistance to
the persons authorised by the Commission to perform those reviews. Member States shall in
particular ensure that these persons are granted the right to consult all documents and registers
relating to the stocks and have right of access to all sites on which stocks are held and to all
related documents.

4 The outcome of reviews carried out pursuant to this Article shall be notified to the
Member State reviewed and may be forwarded to the Coordination Group.

5 Member States and the Commission shall ensure that officials, agents and other
persons working under Commission supervision and members of the Coordination Group may
not disclose any information which has been gathered or exchanged pursuant to this Article and
which, by its nature, is covered by professional secrecy, such as the identity of the owners of
stocks.

6 The objectives of the reviews referred to in paragraph 1 may not include the
processing of personal data. Any personal data found or uncovered during those reviews may
not be gathered or taken into consideration and, if gathered accidentally, shall be destroyed
immediately.

7 Member States shall take the necessary measures to ensure that all data, records,
summaries and documents relating to emergency stocks and specific stocks are kept for a period
of at least 5 years.


