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Directive 2008/98/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 19
November 2008 on waste and repealing certain Directives (Text with EEA relevance)

CHAPTER III

WASTE MANAGEMENT

Article 15

Responsibility for waste management

1 Member States shall take the necessary measures to ensure that any original waste
producer or other holder carries out the treatment of waste himself or has the treatment handled
by a dealer or an establishment or undertaking which carries out waste treatment operations or
arranged by a private or public waste collector in accordance with Articles 4 and 13.

2 When the waste is transferred from the original producer or holder to one of the natural
or legal persons referred to in paragraph 1 for preliminary treatment, the responsibility for
carrying out a complete recovery or disposal operation shall not be discharged as a general rule.

Without prejudice to Regulation (EC) No 1013/2006, Member States may specify the
conditions of responsibility and decide in which cases the original producer is to retain
responsibility for the whole treatment chain or in which cases theresponsibility of the
producer and the holder can be shared or delegated among the actors of the treatment
chain.

3 Member States may decide, in accordance with Article 8, that the responsibility for
arranging waste management is to be borne partly or wholly by the producer of the product from
which the waste came and that distributors of such product may share this responsibility.

4 Member States shall take the necessary measures to ensure that, within their territory,
the establishments or undertakings which collect or transport waste on a professional basis
deliver the waste collected and transported to appropriate treatment installations respecting the
provisions of Article 13.

Article 16

Principles of self-sufficiency and proximity

1 Member States shall take appropriate measures, in cooperation with other Member
States where this is necessary or advisable, to establish an integrated and adequate network
of waste disposal installations and of installations for the recovery of mixed municipal waste
collected from private households, including where such collection also covers such waste from
other producers, taking into account best available techniques.

By way of derogation from Regulation (EC) No 1013/2006, Member States may,
in order to protect their network, limit incoming shipments of waste destined to
incinerators that are classified as recovery, where it has been established that such
shipments would result in national waste having to be disposed of or waste having to
be treated in a way that is not consistent with their waste management plans. Member
States shall notify the Commission of any such decision. Member States may also limit
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outgoing shipments of waste on environmental grounds as set out in Regulation (EC)
No 1013/2006.

2 The network shall be designed to enable the Community as a whole to become self-
sufficient in waste disposal as well as in the recovery of waste referred to in paragraph 1, and to
enable Member States to move towards that aim individually, taking into account geographical
circumstances or the need for specialised installations for certain types of waste.

3 The network shall enable waste to be disposed of or waste referred to in paragraph 1
to be recovered in one of the nearest appropriate installations, by means of the most appropriate
methods and technologies, in order to ensure a high level of protection for the environment and
public health.

4 The principles of proximity and self-sufficiency shall not mean that each Member
State has to possess the full range of final recovery facilities within that Member State.

Article 17

Control of hazardous waste

Member States shall take the necessary action to ensure that the production, collection
and transportation of hazardous waste, as well as its storage and treatment, are carried
out in conditions providing protection for the environment and human health in order to
meet the provisions of Article 13, including action to ensure traceability from production
to final destination and control of hazardous waste in order to meet the requirements
of Articles 35 and 36.

Article 18

Ban on the mixing of hazardous waste

1 Member States shall take the necessary measures to ensure that hazardous waste is
not mixed, either with other categories of hazardous waste or with other waste, substances or
materials. Mixing shall include the dilution of hazardous substances.

2 By way of derogation from paragraph 1, Member States may allow mixing provided
that:

a the mixing operation is carried out by an establishment or undertaking which has
obtained a permit in accordance with Article 23;

b the provisions of Article 13 are complied with and the adverse impact of the waste
management on human health and the environment is not increased; and

c the mixing operation conforms to best available techniques.

3 Subject to technical and economic feasibility criteria, where hazardous waste has been
mixed in a manner contrary to paragraph 1, separation shall be carried out where possible and
necessary in order to comply with Article 13.
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Article 19

Labelling of hazardous waste

1 Member States shall take the necessary measures to ensure that, in the course of
collection, transport and temporary storage, hazardous waste is packaged and labelled in
accordance with the international and Community standards in force.

2 Whenever hazardous waste is transferred within a Member State, it shall be
accompanied by an identification document, which may be in electronic format, containing the
appropriate data specified in Annex IB to Regulation (EC) No 1013/2006.

Article 20

Hazardous waste produced by households

Articles 17, 18, 19 and 35 shall not apply to mixed waste produced by households.

Articles 19 and 35 shall not apply to separate fractions of hazardous waste produced
by households until they are accepted for collection, disposal or recovery by an
establishment or an undertaking which has obtained a permit or has been registered in
accordance with Articles 23 or 26.

Article 21

Waste oils

1 Without prejudice to the obligations related to the management of hazardous waste
laid down in Articles 18 and 19, Member States shall take the necessary measures to ensure that:

a waste oils are collected separately, where this is technically feasible;
b waste oils are treated in accordance with Articles 4 and 13;
c where this is technically feasible and economically viable, waste oils of different

characteristics are not mixed and waste oils are not mixed with other kinds of waste or
substances, if such mixing impedes their treatment.

2 For the purposes of separate collection of waste oils and their proper treatment,
Member States may, according to their national conditions, apply additional measures such as
technical requirements, producer responsibility, economic instruments or voluntary agreements.

3 If waste oils, according to national legislation, are subject to requirements of
regeneration, Member States may prescribe that such waste oils shall be regenerated if
technically feasible and, where Articles 11 or 12 of Regulation (EC) No 1013/2006 apply, restrict
the transboundary shipment of waste oils from their territory to incineration or co-incineration
facilities in order to give priority to the regeneration of waste oils.

Article 22

Bio-waste

Member States shall take measures, as appropriate, and in accordance with Articles 4
and 13, to encourage:
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(a) the separate collection of bio-waste with a view to the composting and digestion of
bio-waste;

(b) the treatment of bio-waste in a way that fulfils a high level of environmental protection;

(c) the use of environmentally safe materials produced from bio-waste.

The Commission shall carry out an assessment on the management of bio-waste with
a view to submitting a proposal if appropriate. The assessment shall examine the
opportunity of setting minimum requirements for bio-waste management and quality
criteria for compost and digestate from bio-waste, in order to guarantee a high level of
protection for human health and the environment.


