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Directive 2008/98/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 19
November 2008 on waste and repealing certain Directives (Text with EEA relevance)

CHAPTER I

SUBJECT MATTER, SCOPE AND DEFINITIONS

Article 6

End-of-waste status

1 Certain specified waste shall cease to be waste within the meaning of point (1) of
Article 3 when it has undergone a recovery, including recycling, operation and complies with
specific criteria to be developed in accordance with the following conditions:

a the substance or object is commonly used for specific purposes;
b a market or demand exists for such a substance or object;
c the substance or object fulfils the technical requirements for the specific purposes and

meets the existing legislation and standards applicable to products; and
d the use of the substance or object will not lead to overall adverse environmental or

human health impacts.

The criteria shall include limit values for pollutants where necessary and shall take into
account any possible adverse environmental effects of the substance or object.

2 The measures designed to amend non-essential elements of this Directive by
supplementing it relating to the adoption of the criteria set out in paragraph 1 and specifying
the type of waste to which such criteria shall apply shall be adopted in accordance with the
regulatory procedure with scrutiny referred to in Article 39(2). End-of-waste specific criteria
should be considered, among others, at least for aggregates, paper, glass, metal, tyres and
textiles.

3 Waste which ceases to be waste in accordance with paragraphs 1 and 2, shall also cease
to be waste for the purpose of the recovery and recycling targets set out in Directives 94/62/EC,
2000/53/EC, 2002/96/EC and 2006/66/EC and other relevant Community legislation when the
recycling or recovery requirements of that legislation are satisfied.

4 Where criteria have not been set at Community level under the procedure set out in
paragraphs 1 and 2, Member States may decide case by case whether certain waste has ceased
to be waste taking into account the applicable case law. They shall notify the Commission of
such decisions in accordance with Directive 98/34/EC of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 22 June 1998 laying down a procedure for the provision of information in the field
of technical standards and regulations and of rules on Information Society services(1) where so
required by that Directive.
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(1) OJ L 204, 21.7.1998, p. 37.
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