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Directive 2008/98/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 19
November 2008 on waste and repealing certain Directives (Text with EEA relevance)

CHAPTER III

WASTE MANAGEMENT

Article 16

Principles of self-sufficiency and proximity

1 Member States shall take appropriate measures, in cooperation with other Member
States where this is necessary or advisable, to establish an integrated and adequate network
of waste disposal installations and of installations for the recovery of mixed municipal waste
collected from private households, including where such collection also covers such waste from
other producers, taking into account best available techniques.

By way of derogation from Regulation (EC) No 1013/2006, Member States may,
in order to protect their network, limit incoming shipments of waste destined to
incinerators that are classified as recovery, where it has been established that such
shipments would result in national waste having to be disposed of or waste having to
be treated in a way that is not consistent with their waste management plans. Member
States shall notify the Commission of any such decision. Member States may also limit
outgoing shipments of waste on environmental grounds as set out in Regulation (EC)
No 1013/2006.

2 The network shall be designed to enable the Community as a whole to become self-
sufficient in waste disposal as well as in the recovery of waste referred to in paragraph 1, and to
enable Member States to move towards that aim individually, taking into account geographical
circumstances or the need for specialised installations for certain types of waste.

3 The network shall enable waste to be disposed of or waste referred to in paragraph 1
to be recovered in one of the nearest appropriate installations, by means of the most appropriate
methods and technologies, in order to ensure a high level of protection for the environment and
public health.

4 The principles of proximity and self-sufficiency shall not mean that each Member
State has to possess the full range of final recovery facilities within that Member State.



