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Council Directive 2007/74/EC of 20 December 2007 on
the exemption from value added tax and excise duty of

goods imported by persons travelling from third countries

CHAPTER II

EXEMPTIONS

SECTION 3

Quantitative limits

Article 8

1 Member States shall exempt from VAT and excise duty imports of the following types
of tobacco product, subject either to the following higher or lower quantitative limits:

a 200 cigarettes or 40 cigarettes;
b 100 cigarillos or 20 cigarillos;
c 50 cigars or 10 cigars;
d 250 g smoking tobacco or 50 g smoking tobacco.

Each amount specified in points (a) to (d) shall represent, for the purposes of paragraph
4, 100 % of the total allowance for tobacco products.

Cigarillos are cigars of a maximum weight of 3 grams each.

2 Member States may choose to distinguish between air travellers and other travellers
by applying the lower quantitative limits specified in paragraph 1 only to travellers other than
air travellers.

3 By derogation from paragraphs 1 and 2, Austria may, as long as the tax system in
the Swiss enclave of Samnauntal differs from that applicable in the rest of the Kanton of
Graubünden, limit the application of the lower quantitative limit to tobacco products brought
into the territory of that Member State by travellers who enter its territory directly from the
Swiss enclave of Samnauntal.

4 In the case of any one traveller, the exemption may be applied to any combination of
tobacco products, provided that the aggregate of the percentages used up from the individual
allowances does not exceed 100 %.

Article 9

1 Member States shall exempt from VAT and excise duty alcohol and alcoholic
beverages other than still wine and beer, subject to the following quantitative limits:

a a total of 1 litre of alcohol and alcoholic beverages of an alcoholic strength exceeding
22 % vol, or undenatured ethyl alcohol of 80 % vol and over;

b a total of 2 litres of alcohol and alcoholic beverages of an alcoholic strength not
exceeding 22 % vol.

Each of the amounts specified in points (a) and (b) represent, for the purposes of
paragraph 2, 100 % of the total allowance for alcohol and alcoholic beverages.
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2 In the case of any one traveller, the exemption may be applied to any combination
of the types of alcohol and alcoholic beverage referred to in paragraph 1, provided that the
aggregate of the percentages used up from the individual allowances does not exceed 100 %.

3 Member States shall exempt from VAT and excise duty a total of 4 litres of still wine
and 16 litres of beer.

Article 10

Exemptions under Articles 8 or 9 shall not apply in the case of travellers under 17 years
of age.

Article 11

Member States shall exempt from VAT and excise duty, in the case of any one means
of motor transport, the fuel contained in the standard tank and a quantity of fuel not
exceeding 10 litres contained in a portable container.

Article 12

The value of goods referred to in Articles 8, 9 or 11 shall not be taken into consideration
for the purposes of applying the exemption provided for in Article 7(1).


