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Directive 2006/42/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 May 2006
on machinery, and amending Directive 95/16/EC (recast) (Text with EEA relevance)

Article 2

Definitions

For the purposes of this Directive, ‘machinery’ designates the products listed in Article
1(1)(a) to (f).

The following definitions shall apply:

(a) ‘machinery’ means:
— an assembly, fitted with or intended to be fitted with a drive system other

than directly applied human or animal effort, consisting of linked parts or
components, at least one of which moves, and which are joined together for
a specific application,

— an assembly referred to in the first indent, missing only the components to
connect it on site or to sources of energy and motion,

— an assembly referred to in the first and second indents, ready to be installed
and able to function as it stands only if mounted on a means of transport, or
installed in a building or a structure,

— assemblies of machinery referred to in the first, second and third indents
or partly completed machinery referred to in point (g) which, in order to
achieve the same end, are arranged and controlled so that they function as
an integral whole,

— an assembly of linked parts or components, at least one of which moves and
which are joined together, intended for lifting loads and whose only power
source is directly applied human effort;

(b) ‘interchangeable equipment’ means a device which, after the putting into service of
machinery or of a tractor, is assembled with that machinery or tractor by the operator
himself in order to change its function or attribute a new function, in so far as this
equipment is not a tool;

(c) ‘safety component’ means a component:
— which serves to fulfil a safety function,
— which is independently placed on the market,
— the failure and/or malfunction of which endangers the safety of persons, and
— which is not necessary in order for the machinery to function, or for

which normal components may be substituted in order for the machinery to
function.

[F1An indicative list of safety components is set out in Annex V;]

(d) ‘lifting accessory’ means a component or equipment not attached to the lifting
machinery, allowing the load to be held, which is placed between the machinery and
the load or on the load itself, or which is intended to constitute an integral part of the
load and which is independently placed on the market; slings and their components
are also regarded as lifting accessories;
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(e) ‘chains, ropes and webbing’ means chains, ropes and webbing designed and
constructed for lifting purposes as part of lifting machinery or lifting accessories;

(f) ‘removable mechanical transmission device’ means a removable component for
transmitting power between self-propelled machinery or a tractor and another machine
by joining them at the first fixed bearing. When it is placed on the market with the
guard it shall be regarded as one product;

(g) ‘partly completed machinery’ means an assembly which is almost machinery but
which cannot in itself perform a specific application. A drive system is partly
completed machinery. Partly completed machinery is only intended to be incorporated
into or assembled with other machinery or other partly completed machinery or
equipment, thereby forming machinery to which this Directive applies;

(h) ‘placing on the market’ means making available for the first time in the Community
machinery or partly completed machinery with a view to distribution or use, whether
for reward or free of charge;

(i) ‘manufacturer’ means any natural or legal person who designs and/or manufactures
machinery or partly completed machinery covered by this Directive and is responsible
for the conformity of the machinery or the partly completed machinery with this
Directive with a view to its being placed on the market, under his own name or
trademark or for his own use. In the absence of a manufacturer as defined above,
any natural or legal person who places on the market or puts into service machinery
or partly completed machinery covered by this Directive shall be considered a
manufacturer;

(j) ‘authorised representative’ means any natural or legal person established in the
Community who has received a written mandate from the manufacturer to perform on
his behalf all or part of the obligations and formalities connected with this Directive;

(k) ‘putting into service’ means the first use, for its intended purpose, in the Community,
of machinery covered by this Directive;

(l) ‘harmonised standard’ means a non-binding technical specification adopted by a
standardisation body, namely the European Committee for Standardisation (CEN),
the European Committee for Electrotechnical Standardisation (CENELEC) or the
European Telecommunications Standards Institute (ETSI), on the basis of a remit
issued by the Commission in accordance with the procedures laid down in Directive
98/34/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 22 June 1998 laying down
a procedure for the provision of information in the field of technical standards and
regulations and of rules on Information Society services(1)[F2;]

(m) [F3‘essential health and safety requirements’ means mandatory provisions relating to
the design and construction of the products subject to this Directive to ensure a high
level of protection of the health and safety of persons and, where appropriate, of
domestic animals and property and, where applicable, of the environment.

The essential health and safety requirements are set out in Annex I. Essential health
and safety requirements for the protection of the environment are applicable only to
the machinery referred to in section 2.4 of that Annex.]

Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Regulation (EU) 2019/1243 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 June

2019 adapting a number of legal acts providing for the use of the regulatory procedure with scrutiny

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eur/2019/1243
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eur/2019/1243
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to Articles 290 and 291 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (Text with EEA
relevance).

F2 Substituted by Directive 2009/127/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 21 October
2009 amending Directive 2006/42/EC with regard to machinery for pesticide application (Text with
EEA relevance).

F3 Inserted by Directive 2009/127/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 21 October 2009
amending Directive 2006/42/EC with regard to machinery for pesticide application (Text with EEA
relevance).

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eur/2019/1243
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eur/2019/1243
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2009/127
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2009/127
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2009/127
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2009/127
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2009/127
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2009/127
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(1) OJ L 204, 21.7.1998, p. 37. Directive as last amended by the 2003 Act of Accession.

https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/eu-exit/https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.1998.204.01.0037.01.ENG

