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Directive 2006/116/EC of the European Parliament and of
the Council of 12 December 2006 on the term of protection

of copyright and certain related rights (codified version)

Article 1

Duration of authors' rights

1 The rights of an author of a literary or artistic work within the meaning of Article 2
of the Berne Convention shall run for the life of the author and for 70 years after his death,
irrespective of the date when the work is lawfully made available to the public.

2 In the case of a work of joint authorship, the term referred to in paragraph 1 shall be
calculated from the death of the last surviving author.

3 In the case of anonymous or pseudonymous works, the term of protection shall run for
70 years after the work is lawfully made available to the public. However, when the pseudonym
adopted by the author leaves no doubt as to his identity, or if the author discloses his identity
during the period referred to in the first sentence, the term of protection applicable shall be that
laid down in paragraph 1.

4 Where a Member State provides for particular provisions on copyright in respect of
collective works or for a legal person to be designated as the rightholder, the term of protection
shall be calculated according to the provisions of paragraph 3, except if the natural persons
who have created the work are identified as such in the versions of the work which are made
available to the public. This paragraph is without prejudice to the rights of identified authors
whose identifiable contributions are included in such works, to which contributions paragraph
1 or 2 shall apply.

5 Where a work is published in volumes, parts, instalments, issues or episodes and the
term of protection runs from the time when the work was lawfully made available to the public,
the term of protection shall run for each such item separately.

6 In the case of works for which the term of protection is not calculated from the death
of the author or authors and which have not been lawfully made available to the public within
70 years from their creation, the protection shall terminate.

[F17 The term of protection of a musical composition with words shall expire 70 years
after the death of the last of the following persons to survive, whether or not those persons
are designated as co-authors: the author of the lyrics and the composer of the musical
composition, provided that both contributions were specifically created for the respective
musical composition with words.]

Textual Amendments
F1 Inserted by Directive 2011/77/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 September

2011 amending Directive 2006/116/EC on the term of protection of copyright and certain related
rights.
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