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Directive 2005/36/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 7 September
2005 on the recognition of professional qualifications (Text with EEA relevance)

TITLE III

FREEDOM OF ESTABLISHMENT

CHAPTER III

Recognition on the basis of coordination of minimum training conditions

Section 2

Doctors of medicine

Article 24

Basic medical training

1 Admission to basic medical training shall be contingent upon possession of a diploma
or certificate providing access, for the studies in question, to universities.

2 Basic medical training shall comprise a total of at least six years of study or 5 500 hours
of theoretical and practical training provided by, or under the supervision of, a university.

For persons who began their studies before 1 January 1972, the course of training
referred to in the first subparagraph may comprise six months of full-time practical
training at university level under the supervision of the competent authorities.

3 Basic medical training shall provide an assurance that the person in question has
acquired the following knowledge and skills:

a adequate knowledge of the sciences on which medicine is based and a good
understanding of the scientific methods including the principles of measuring biological
functions, the evaluation of scientifically established facts and the analysis of data;

b sufficient understanding of the structure, functions and behaviour of healthy and sick
persons, as well as relations between the state of health and physical and social
surroundings of the human being;

c adequate knowledge of clinical disciplines and practices, providing him with a coherent
picture of mental and physical diseases, of medicine from the points of view of
prophylaxis, diagnosis and therapy and of human reproduction;

d suitable clinical experience in hospitals under appropriate supervision.
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Article 25

Specialist medical training

1 Admission to specialist medical training shall be contingent upon completion and
validation of six years of study as part of a training programme referred to in Article 24 in the
course of which the trainee has acquired the relevant knowledge of basic medicine.

2 Specialist medical training shall comprise theoretical and practical training at a
university or medical teaching hospital or, where appropriate, a medical care establishment
approved for that purpose by the competent authorities or bodies.

The Member States shall ensure that the minimum duration of specialist medical training
courses referred to in Annex V, point 5.1.3 is not less than the duration provided for in
that point. Training shall be given under the supervision of the competent authorities
or bodies. It shall include personal participation of the trainee specialised doctor in the
activity and responsibilities entailed by the services in question.

3 Training shall be given on a full-time basis at specific establishments which are
recognised by the competent authorities. It shall entail participation in the full range of medical
activities of the department where the training is given, including duty on call, in such a way
that the trainee specialist devotes all his professional activity to his practical and theoretical
training throughout the entire working week and throughout the year, in accordance with the
procedures laid down by the competent authorities. Accordingly, these posts shall be the subject
of appropriate remuneration.

4 The Member States shall make the issuance of evidence of specialist medical training
contingent upon possession of evidence of basic medical training referred to in Annex V,
point 5.1.1.

5 The minimum periods of training referred to in Annex V, point 5.1.3 may be amended
in accordance with the procedure referred to in Article 58(2) with a view to adapting them to
scientific and technical progress.

Article 26

Types of specialist medical training

Evidence of formal qualifications as a specialised doctor referred to in Article 21 is
such evidence awarded by the competent authorities or bodies referred to in Annex V,
point 5.1.2 as corresponds, for the specialised training in question, to the titles in use in
the various Member States and referred to in Annex V, point 5.1.3.

The inclusion in Annex V, point 5.1.3 of new medical specialties common to at least
two fifths of the Member States may be decided on in accordance with the procedure
referred to in Article 58(2) with a view to updating this Directive in the light of changes
in national legislation.
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Article 27

Acquired rights specific to specialised doctors

1 A host Member State may require of specialised doctors whose part-time specialist
medical training was governed by legislative, regulatory and administrative provisions in force
as of 20 June 1975 and who began their specialist training no later than 31 December 1983 that
their evidence of formal qualifications be accompanied by a certificate stating that they have
been effectively and lawfully engaged in the relevant activities for at least three consecutive
years during the five years preceding the award of that certificate.

2 Every Member State shall recognise the qualification of specialised doctors awarded
in Spain to doctors who completed their specialist training before 1 January 1995, even if that
training does not satisfy the minimum training requirements provided for in Article 25, in so far
as that qualification is accompanied by a certificate issued by the competent Spanish authorities
and attesting that the person concerned has passed the examination in specific professional
competence held in the context of exceptional measures concerning recognition laid down in
Royal Decree 1497/99, with a view to ascertaining that the person concerned possesses a level
of knowledge and skill comparable to that of doctors who possess a qualification as a specialised
doctor defined for Spain in Annex V, points 5.1.2 and 5.1.3.

3 Every Member State which has repealed its legislative, regulatory or administrative
provisions relating to the award of evidence of formal qualifications as a specialised doctor
referred to in Annex V, points 5.1.2 and 5.1.3 and which has adopted measures relating to
acquired rights benefiting its nationals, shall grant nationals of other Member States the right
to benefit from those measures, in so far as such evidence of formal qualifications was issued
before the date on which the host Member State ceased to issue such evidence for the specialty
in question.

The dates on which these provisions were repealed are set out in Annex V, point 5.1.3.

Article 28

Specific training in general medical practice

1 Admission to specific training in general medical practice shall be contingent on the
completion and validation of six years of study as part of a training programme referred to in
Article 24.

2 The specific training in general medical practice leading to the award of evidence of
formal qualifications issued before 1 January 2006 shall be of a duration of at least two years
on a full-time basis. In the case of evidence of formal qualifications issued after that date, the
training shall be of a duration of at least three years on a full-time basis.

Where the training programme referred to in Article 24 comprises practical training
given by an approved hospital possessing appropriate general medical equipment and
services or as part of an approved general medical practice or an approved centre in
which doctors provide primary medical care, the duration of that practical training may,
up to a maximum of one year, be included in the duration provided for in the first
subparagraph for certificates of training issued on or after 1 January 2006.
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The option provided for in the second subparagraph shall be available only for Member
States in which the specific training in general medical practice lasted two years as of
1 January 2001.

3 The specific training in general medical practice shall be carried out on a full-time
basis, under the supervision of the competent authorities or bodies. It shall be more practical
than theoretical.

The practical training shall be given, on the one hand, for at least six months in an
approved hospital possessing appropriate equipment and services and, on the other hand,
for at least six months as part of an approved general medical practice or an approved
centre at which doctors provide primary health care.

The practical training shall take place in conjunction with other health establishments or
structures concerned with general medicine. Without prejudice to the minimum periods
laid down in the second subparagraph, however, the practical training may be given
during a period of not more than six months in other approved establishments or health
structures concerned with general medicine.

The training shall require the personal participation of the trainee in the professional
activity and responsibilities of the persons with whom he is working.

4 Member States shall make the issuance of evidence of formal qualifications in general
medical practice subject to possession of evidence of formal qualifications in basic medical
training referred to in Annex V, point 5.1.1.

5 Member States may issue evidence of formal qualifications referred to in Annex V,
point 5.1.4 to a doctor who has not completed the training provided for in this Article but who has
completed a different, supplementary training, as attested by evidence of formal qualifications
issued by the competent authorities in a Member State. They may not, however, award evidence
of formal qualifications unless it attests knowledge of a level qualitatively equivalent to the
knowledge acquired from the training provided for in this Article.

Member States shall determine, inter alia, the extent to which the complementary
training and professional experience already acquired by the applicant may replace the
training provided for in this Article.

The Member States may only issue the evidence of formal qualifications referred to
in Annex V, point 5.1.4 if the applicant has acquired at least six months' experience
of general medicine in a general medical practice or a centre in which doctors provide
primary health care of the types referred to in paragraph 3.

Article 29

Pursuit of the professional activities of general practitioners

Each Member State shall, subject to the provisions relating to acquired rights, make
the pursuit of the activities of a general practitioner in the framework of its national
social security system contingent upon possession of evidence of formal qualifications
referred to in Annex V, point 5.1.4.

Member States may exempt persons who are currently undergoing specific training in
general medicine from this condition.
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Article 30

Acquired rights specific to general practitioners

1 Each Member State shall determine the acquired rights. It shall, however, confer as
an acquired right the right to pursue the activities of a general practitioner in the framework
of its national social security system, without the evidence of formal qualifications referred
to in Annex V, point 5.1.4, on all doctors who enjoy this right as of the reference date stated
in that point by virtue of provisions applicable to the medical profession giving access to the
professional activities of doctor with basic training and who are established as of that date on
its territory, having benefited from the provisions of Articles 21 or 23.

The competent authorities of each Member State shall, on demand, issue a certificate
stating the holder's right to pursue the activities of general practitioner in the framework
of their national social security systems, without the evidence of formal qualifications
referred to in Annex V, point 5.1.4, to doctors who enjoy acquired rights pursuant to
the first subparagraph.

2 Every Member State shall recognise the certificates referred to in paragraph 1, second
subparagraph, awarded to nationals of Member States by the other Member States, and shall
give such certificates the same effect on its territory as evidence of formal qualifications which
it awards and which permit the pursuit of the activities of a general practitioner in the framework
of its national social security system.


