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Directive 2005/36/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 7 September
2005 on the recognition of professional qualifications (Text with EEA relevance)

TITLE V

ADMINISTRATIVE COOPERATION AND
RESPONSIBILITY FOR IMPLEMENTATION

Article 56

Competent authorities

1 The competent authorities of the host Member State and of the home Member State
shall work in close collaboration and shall provide mutual assistance in order to facilitate
application of this Directive. They shall ensure the confidentiality of the information which they
exchange.

2 The competent authorities of the host and home Member States shall exchange
information regarding disciplinary action or criminal sanctions taken or any other serious,
specific circumstances which are likely to have consequences for the pursuit of activities under
this Directive, respecting personal data protection legislation provided for in Directives 95/46/
EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 24 October 1995 on the protection
of individuals with regard to the processing of personal data and on the free movement of
such data(1) and 2002/58/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 12 July 2002
concerning the processing of personal data and the protection of privacy in the electronic
communications sector (Directive on privacy and electronic communications)(2).

The home Member State shall examine the veracity of the circumstances and its
authorities shall decide on the nature and scope of the investigations which need to be
carried out and shall inform the host Member State of the conclusions which it draws
from the information available to it.

3 Each Member State shall, no later than 20 October 2007, designate the authorities and
bodies competent to award or receive evidence of formal qualifications and other documents or
information, and those competent to receive applications and take the decisions referred to in
this Directive, and shall forthwith inform the other Member States and the Commission thereof.

4 Each Member State shall designate a coordinator for the activities of the authorities
referred to in paragraph 1 and shall inform the other Member States and the Commission thereof.

The coordinators' remit shall be:
a to promote uniform application of this Directive;
b to collect all the information which is relevant for application of this Directive, such as

on the conditions for access to regulated professions in the Member States.

For the purpose of fulfilling the remit described in point (b), the coordinators may solicit
the help of the contact points referred to in Article 57.
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(1) OJ L 281, 23.11.1995, p. 31. Directive as amended by Regulation (EC) No 1882/2003.
(2) OJ L 201, 31.07.2002, p. 37.
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