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Directive 2005/36/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 7 September
2005 on the recognition of professional qualifications (Text with EEA relevance)

TITLE III

FREEDOM OF ESTABLISHMENT

CHAPTER III

Recognition on the basis of coordination of minimum training conditions

Section 6

Midwives

Article 41

Procedures for the recognition of evidence of formal qualifications as a midwife

1 The evidence of formal qualifications as a midwife referred to in Annex V, point 5.5.2
shall be subject to automatic recognition pursuant to Article 21 in so far as they satisfy one of
the following criteria:

a full-time training of at least three years as a midwife:

(i) either made contingent upon possession of a diploma, certificate or other
evidence of qualification giving access to universities or higher education
institutes, or otherwise guaranteeing an equivalent level of knowledge; or

(ii) followed by two years of professional practice for which a certificate has been
issued in accordance with paragraph 2;

b full-time training as a midwife of at least two years or 3 600 hours, contingent upon
possession of evidence of formal qualifications as a nurse responsible for general care
referred to in Annex V, point 5.2.2;

c full-time training as a midwife of at least 18 months or 3 000 hours, contingent upon
possession of evidence of formal qualifications as a nurse responsible for general care
referred to in Annex V, point 5.2.2 and followed by one year's professional practice for
which a certificate has been issued in accordance with paragraph 2.

2 The certificate referred to in paragraph 1 shall be issued by the competent authorities
in the home Member State. It shall certify that the holder, after obtaining evidence of formal
qualifications as a midwife, has satisfactorily pursued all the activities of a midwife for a
corresponding period in a hospital or a health care establishment approved for that purpose.


