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Directive 2005/36/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 7 September
2005 on the recognition of professional qualifications (Text with EEA relevance)

TITLE III

FREEDOM OF ESTABLISHMENT

CHAPTER I

General system for the recognition of evidence of training

Article 13

Conditions for recognition

1 If access to or pursuit of a regulated profession in a host Member State is contingent
upon possession of specific professional qualifications, the competent authority of that Member
State shall permit access to and pursuit of that profession, under the same conditions as apply
to its nationals, to applicants possessing the attestation of competence or evidence of formal
qualifications required by another Member State in order to gain access to and pursue that
profession on its territory.

Attestations of competence or evidence of formal qualifications shall satisfy the
following conditions:

a they shall have been issued by a competent authority in a Member State, designated in
accordance with the legislative, regulatory or administrative provisions of that Member
State;

b they shall attest a level of professional qualification at least equivalent to the level
immediately prior to that which is required in the host Member State, as described in
Article 11.

2 Access to and pursuit of the profession, as described in paragraph 1, shall also be
granted to applicants who have pursued the profession referred to in that paragraph on a full-
time basis for two years during the previous 10 years in another Member State which does
not regulate that profession, providing they possess one or more attestations of competence or
documents providing evidence of formal qualifications.

Attestations of competence and evidence of formal qualifications shall satisfy the
following conditions:

a they shall have been issued by a competent authority in a Member State, designated in
accordance with the legislative, regulatory or administrative provisions of that Member
State;

b they shall attest a level of professional qualification at least equivalent to the level
immediately prior to that required in the host Member State, as described in Article 11;

c they shall attest that the holder has been prepared for the pursuit of the profession in
question.

The two years' professional experience referred to in the first subparagraph may not,
however, be required if the evidence of formal qualifications which the applicant
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possesses certifies regulated education and training within the meaning of Article 3(1)
(e) at the levels of qualifications described in Article 11, points (b), (c), (d) or (e).
The regulated education and training listed in Annex III shall be considered as such
regulated education and training at the level described in Article 11, point (c). The
list in Annex III may be amended in accordance with the procedure referred to in
Article 58(2) in order to take account of regulated education and training which provides
a comparable professional standard and which prepares the trainee for a comparable
level of responsibilities and functions.

3 By way of derogation from paragraph 1, point (b) and to paragraph 2, point (b), the
host Member State shall permit access and pursuit of a regulated profession where access to this
profession is contingent in its territory upon possession of a qualification certifying successful
completion of higher or university education of four years' duration, and where the applicant
possesses a qualification referred to in Article 11, point (c).


