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Council Directive 2004/114/EC of 13 december 2004 on the
conditions of admission of third-country nationals for the purposes of
studies, pupil exchange, unremunerated training or voluntary service

CHAPTER II

CONDITIONS OF ADMISSION

Article 5

Principle

The admission of a third-country national under this Directive shall be subject to the
verification of documentary evidence showing that he/she meets the conditions laid
down in Article 6 and in whichever of Articles 7 to 11 applies to the relevant category.

Article 6

General conditions

1 A third-country national who applies to be admitted for the purposes set out in Articles
7 to 11 shall:

a present a valid travel document as determined by national legislation. Member States
may require the period of validity of the travel document to cover at least the duration
of the planned stay;

b if he/she is a minor under the national legislation of the host Member State, present a
parental authorisation for the planned stay;

c have sickness insurance in respect of all risks normally covered for its own nationals
in the Member State concerned;

d not be regarded as a threat to public policy, public security or public health;
e provide proof, if the Member State so requests, that he/she has paid the fee for

processing the application on the basis of Article 20.

2 Member States shall facilitate the admission procedure for the third-country nationals
covered by Articles 7 to 11 who participate in Community programmes enhancing mobility
towards or within the Community.

Article 7

Specific conditions for students

1 In addition to the general conditions stipulated in Article 6, a third-country national
who applies to be admitted for the purpose of study shall:

a have been accepted by an establishment of higher education to follow a course of study;
b provide the evidence requested by a Member State that during his/her stay he/she will

have sufficient resources to cover his/her subsistence, study and return travel costs.
Member States shall make public the minimum monthly resources required for the
purpose of this provision, without prejudice to individual examination of each case;
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c provide evidence, if the Member State so requires, of sufficient knowledge of the
language of the course to be followed by him/her;

d provide evidence, if the Member State so requires, that he/she has paid the fees charged
by the establishment.

2 Students who automatically qualify for sickness insurance in respect of all risks
normally covered for the nationals of the Member State concerned as a result of enrolment at
an establishment shall be presumed to meet the condition of Article 6(1)(c).

Article 8

Mobility of students

1 Without prejudice to Articles 12(2), 16 and 18(2), a third-country national who has
already been admitted as a student and applies to follow in another Member State part of the
studies already commenced, or to complement them with a related course of study in another
Member State, shall be admitted by the latter Member State within a period that does not hamper
the pursuit of the relevant studies, whilst leaving the competent authorities sufficient time to
process the application, if he/she:

a meets the conditions laid down by Articles 6 and 7 in relation to that Member State; and
b has sent, with his/her application for admission, full documentary evidence of his/

her academic record and evidence that the course he/she wishes to follow genuinely
complements the one he/she has completed; and

c participates in a Community or bilateral exchange programme or has been admitted as
a student in a Member State for no less than two years.

2 The requirements referred to in paragraph 1(c), shall not apply in the case where the
student, in the framework of his/her programme of studies, is obliged to attend a part of his/her
courses in an establishment of another Member State.

3 The competent authorities of the first Member State shall, at the request of the
competent authorities of the second Member State, provide the appropriate information in
relation to the stay of the student in the territory of the first Member State.

Article 9

Specific conditions for school pupils

1 Subject to Article 3, a third-country national who applies to be admitted in a pupil
exchange scheme shall, in addition to the general conditions stipulated in Article 6:

a not be below the minimum age nor above the maximum age set by the Member State
concerned;

b provide evidence of acceptance by a secondary education establishment;
c provides evidence of participation in a recognised pupil exchange scheme programme

operated by an organisation recognised for that purpose by the Member State concerned
in accordance with its national legislation or administrative practice;

d provides evidence that the pupil exchange organisation accepts responsibility for
him/her throughout his/her period of presence in the territory of the Member State
concerned, in particular as regards subsistence, study, healthcare and return travel costs;
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e be accommodated throughout his/her stay by a family meeting the conditions set by the
Member State concerned and selected in accordance with the rules of the pupil exchange
scheme in which he/she is participating.

2 Member States may confine the admission of school pupils participating in an
exchange scheme to nationals of third countries which offer the same possibility for their own
nationals.

Article 10

Specific conditions for unremunerated trainees

Subject to Article 3, a third-country national who applies to be admitted as an
unremunerated trainee shall, in addition to the general conditions stipulated in Article 6:

(a) have signed a training agreement, approved if need be by the relevant authority in the
Member State concerned in accordance with its national legislation or administrative
practice, for an unremunerated placement with a public- or private-sector enterprise
or vocational training establishment recognised by the Member State in accordance
with its national legislation or administrative practice;

(b) provide the evidence requested by a Member State that during his/her stay he/she will
have sufficient resources to cover his/her subsistence, training and return travel costs.
The Member States shall make public the minimum monthly resources required for the
purpose of this provision, without prejudice to individual examination of each case;

(c) receive, if the Member State so requires, basic language training so as to acquire the
knowledge needed for the purposes of the placement.

Article 11

Specific conditions for volunteers

Subject to Article 3, a third-country national who applies to be admitted to a voluntary
service scheme shall, in addition to the general conditions stipulated in Article 6:

(a) not be below the minimum age nor above the maximum age set by the Member State
concerned;

(b) produce an agreement with the organisation responsible in the Member State
concerned for the voluntary service scheme in which he/she is participating, giving a
description of tasks, the conditions in which he/she is supervised in the performance
of those tasks, his/her working hours, the resources available to cover his travel,
subsistence, accommodation costs and pocket money throughout his/her stay and, if
appropriate, the training he will receive to help him/her perform his/her service;

(c) provide evidence that the organisation responsible for the voluntary service scheme in
which he/she is participating has subscribed a third-party insurance policy and accepts
full responsibility for him/her throughout his/her stay, in particular as regards his/her
subsistence, healthcare and return travel costs;

(d) and, if the host Member State specifically requires it, receive a basic introduction to
the language, history and political and social structures of that Member State.


