Status: This is the original version (as it was originally adopted).

Council Directive 2004/113/EC of 13 December 2004
implementing the principle of equal treatment between men
and women in the access to and supply of goods and services

CHAPTER II

REMEDIES AND ENFORCEMENT

Article 8
Defence of rights

1 Member States shall ensure that judicial and/or administrative procedures, including
where they deem it appropriate conciliation procedures, for the enforcement of the obligations
under this Directive are available to all persons who consider themselves wronged by failure
to apply the principle of equal treatment to them, even after the relationship in which the
discrimination is alleged to have occurred has ended.

2 Member States shall introduce into their national legal systems such measures as are
necessary to ensure real and effective compensation or reparation, as the Member States so
determine, for the loss and damage sustained by a person injured as a result of discrimination
within the meaning of this Directive, in a way which is dissuasive and proportionate to the
damage suffered. The fixing of a prior upper limit shall not restrict such compensation or
reparation.

3 Member States shall ensure that associations, organisations or other legal entities,
which have, in accordance with the criteria laid down by their national law, a legitimate interest
in ensuring that the provisions of this Directive are complied with, may engage, on behalf or
in support of the complainant, with his or her approval, in any judicial and/or administrative
procedure provided for the enforcement of obligations under this Directive.

4 Paragraphs 1 and 3 shall be without prejudice to national rules on time limits for
bringing actions relating to the principle of equal treatment.



