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Council Directive 2003/109/EC of 25 November 2003 concerning
the status of third-country nationals who are long-term residents

CHAPTER II

LONG-TERM RESIDENT STATUS IN A MEMBER STATE

Article 8

Long-term resident's EC residence permit

1 The status as long-term resident shall be permanent, subject to Article 9.

2 Member States shall issue a long-term resident's EC residence permit to long-term
residents. The permit shall be valid at least for five years; it shall, upon application if required,
be automatically renewable on expiry.

3 A long-term resident's EC residence permit may be issued in the form of a sticker
or of a separate document. It shall be issued in accordance with the rules and standard model
as set out in Council Regulation (EC) No 1030/2002 of 13 June 2002 laying down a uniform
format for residence permits for third-country nationals. Under the heading ‘type of permit’,
the Member States shall enter ‘long-term resident — EC”.

[F'4 Where a Member State issues a long-term resident’s EU residence permit to a third-
country national to whom it granted international protection, it shall enter the following remark
in that long-term resident’s EU residence permit, under the heading ‘Remarks’: ‘International
protection granted by [name of the Member State] on [date]’.

5 Where a long-term resident’s EU residence permit is issued by a second Member State
to a third-country national who already has a long-term resident’s EU residence permit issued by
another Member State which contains the remark referred to in paragraph 4, the second Member
State shall enter the same remark in the long-term resident’s EU residence permit.

Before the second Member State enters the remark referred to in paragraph 4, it shall
request the Member State mentioned in that remark to provide information as to whether
the long-term resident is still a beneficiary of international protection. The Member State
mentioned in the remark shall reply no later than 1 month after receiving the request for
information. Where international protection has been withdrawn by a final decision, the
second Member State shall not enter that remark.

6 Where, in accordance with the relevant international instruments or national law,
responsibility for the international protection of the long-term resident was transferred to the
second Member State after the long-term resident’s EU residence permit referred to in paragraph
5 was issued, the second Member State shall amend accordingly the remark referred to in
paragraph 4 no later than 3 months after the transfer.]
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Textual Amendments
F1  Inserted by Directive 2011/51/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 May 2011
amending Council Directive 2003/109/EC to extend its scope to beneficiaries of international
protection (Text with EEA relevance).
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(1) OJL 157,15.6.2002, p. 1.
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