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Council Directive 2003/109/EC of 25 November 2003 concerning
the status of third-country nationals who are long-term residents

CHAPTER III

RESIDENCE IN THE OTHER MEMBER STATES

Article 19

Examination of applications and issue of a residence permit

1 The competent national authorities shall process applications within four months from
the date that these have been lodged.

If an application is not accompanied by the documentary evidence listed in Articles 15
and 16, or in exceptional circumstances linked with the complexity of the examination
of the application, the time limit referred to in the first subparagraph may be extended
for a period not exceeding three months. In such cases the competent national authorities
shall inform the applicant thereof.

2 If the conditions provided for in Articles 14, 15 and 16 are met, then, subject to the
provisions relating to public policy, public security and public health in Articles 17 and 18,
the second Member State shall issue the long-term resident with a renewable residence permit.
This residence permit shall, upon application, if required, be renewable on expiry. The second
Member State shall inform the first Member State of its decision.

3 The second Member State shall issue members of the long-term resident's family with
renewable residence permits valid for the same period as the permit issued to the long-term
resident.


