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Directive 2000/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October
2000 establishing a framework for Community action in the field of water policy

Article 1

Purpose

The purpose of this Directive is to establish a framework for the protection of inland
surface waters, transitional waters, coastal waters and groundwater which:

(a) prevents further deterioration and protects and enhances the status of aquatic
ecosystems and, with regard to their water needs, terrestrial ecosystems and wetlands
directly depending on the aquatic ecosystems;

(b) promotes sustainable water use based on a long-term protection of available water
resources;

(c) aims at enhanced protection and improvement of the aquatic environment, inter alia,
through specific measures for the progressive reduction of discharges, emissions and
losses of priority substances and the cessation or phasing-out of discharges, emissions
and losses of the priority hazardous substances;

(d) ensures the progressive reduction of pollution of groundwater and prevents its further
pollution, and

(e) contributes to mitigating the effects of floods and droughts

and thereby contributes to:
— the provision of the sufficient supply of good quality surface water and groundwater

as needed for sustainable, balanced and equitable water use,
— a significant reduction in pollution of groundwater,
— the protection of territorial and marine waters, and
— achieving the objectives of relevant international agreements, including those which

aim to prevent and eliminate pollution of the marine environment, by Community
action under Article 16(3) to cease or phase out discharges, emissions and losses of
priority hazardous substances, with the ultimate aim of achieving concentrations in the
marine environment near background values for naturally occurring substances and
close to zero for man-made synthetic substances.

Article 2

Definitions

For the purposes of this Directive the following definitions shall apply:
1. ‘Surface water’ means inland waters, except groundwater; transitional waters and

coastal waters, except in respect of chemical status for which it shall
also include territorial waters.

2. ‘Groundwater’ means all water which is below the surface of the ground in the
saturation zone and in direct contact with the ground or subsoil.
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3. ‘Inland water’ means all standing or flowing water on the surface of the land, and
all groundwater on the landward side of the baseline from which the
breadth of territorial waters is measured.

4. ‘River’ means a body of inland water flowing for the most part on the surface
of the land but which may flow underground for part of its course.

5. ‘Lake’ means a body of standing inland surface water.
6. ‘Transitional
waters’

are bodies of surface water in the vicinity of river mouths which are
partly saline in character as a result of their proximity to coastal waters
but which are substantially influenced by freshwater flows.

7. ‘Coastal water’ means surface water on the landward side of a line, every point of
which is at a distance of one nautical mile on the seaward side from
the nearest point of the baseline from which the breadth of territorial
waters is measured, extending where appropriate up to the outer limit
of transitional waters.

8. ‘Artificial water
body’

means a body of surface water created by human activity.

9. ‘Heavily
modified water
body’

means a body of surface water which as a result of physical alterations
by human activity is substantially changed in character, as designated
by the Member State in accordance with the provisions of Annex II.

10. ‘Body of
surface water’

means a discrete and significant element of surface water such as a lake,
a reservoir, a stream, river or canal, part of a stream, river or canal, a
transitional water or a stretch of coastal water.

11. ‘Aquifer’ means a subsurface layer or layers of rock or other geological strata of
sufficient porosity and permeability to allow either a significant flow of
groundwater or the abstraction of significant quantities of groundwater.

12. ‘Body of
groundwater’

means a distinct volume of groundwater within an aquifer or aquifers.

13. ‘River basin’ means the area of land from which all surface run-off flows through a
sequence of streams, rivers and, possibly, lakes into the sea at a single
river mouth, estuary or delta.

14. ‘Sub-basin’ means the area of land from which all surface run-off flows through a
series of streams, rivers and, possibly, lakes to a particular point in a
water course (normally a lake or a river confluence).

15. ‘River basin
district’

means the area of land and sea, made up of one or more neighbouring
river basins together with their associated groundwaters and coastal
waters, which is identified under Article 3(1) as the main unit for
management of river basins.

16. ‘Competent
Authority’

means an authority or authorities identified under Article 3(2) or 3(3).

17. ‘Surface water
status’

is the general expression of the status of a body of surface water,
determined by the poorer of its ecological status and its chemical status.

18. ‘Good surface
water status’

means the status achieved by a surface water body when both its
ecological status and its chemical status are at least ‘good’.

19. ‘Groundwater
status’

is the general expression of the status of a body of groundwater,
determined by the poorer of its quantitative status and its chemical
status.

20. ‘Good
groundwater
status’

means the status achieved by a groundwater body when both its
quantitative status and its chemical status are at least ‘good’.

21. ‘Ecological
status’

is an expression of the quality of the structure and functioning of aquatic
ecosystems associated with surface waters, classified in accordance
with Annex V.
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22. ‘Good
ecological status’

is the status of a body of surface water, so classified in accordance with
Annex V.

23. ‘Good
ecological
potential’

is the status of a heavily modified or an artificial body of water, so
classified in accordance with the relevant provisions of Annex V.

24. ‘Good surface
water chemical
status’

means the chemical status required to meet the environmental objectives
for surface waters established in Article 4(1)(a), that is the chemical
status achieved by a body of surface water in which concentrations
of pollutants do not exceed the environmental quality standards
established in Annex IX and under Article 16(7), and under other
relevant Community legislation setting environmental quality standards
at Community level.

25. ‘Good
groundwater
chemical status’

is the chemical status of a body of groundwater, which meets all the
conditions set out in table 2.3.2 of Annex V.

26. ‘Quantitative
status’

is an expression of the degree to which a body of groundwater is affected
by direct and indirect abstractions.

27. ‘Available
groundwater
resource’

means the long-term annual average rate of overall recharge of the
body of groundwater less the long-term annual rate of flow required to
achieve the ecological quality objectives for associated surface waters
specified under Article 4, to avoid any significant diminution in the
ecological status of such waters and to avoid any significant damage to
associated terrestrial ecosystems.

28. ‘Good
quantitative
status’

is the status defined in table 2.1.2 of Annex V.

29. ‘Hazardous
substances’

means substances or groups of substances that are toxic, persistent and
liable to bio-accumulate, and other substances or groups of substances
which give rise to an equivalent level of concern.

30. ‘Priority
substances’

means substances identified in accordance with Article 16(2) and listed
in Annex X. Among these substances there are ‘priority hazardous
substances’ which means substances identified in accordance with
Article 16(3) and (6) for which measures have to be taken in accordance
with Article 16(1) and (8).

31. ‘Pollutant’ means any substance liable to cause pollution, in particular those listed
in Annex VIII.

32. ‘Direct
discharge to
groundwater’

means discharge of pollutants into groundwater without percolation
throughout the soil or subsoil.

33. ‘Pollution’ means the direct or indirect introduction, as a result of human activity,
of substances or heat into the air, water or land which may be harmful
to human health or the quality of aquatic ecosystems or terrestrial
ecosystems directly depending on aquatic ecosystems, which result in
damage to material property, or which impair or interfere with amenities
and other legitimate uses of the environment.

34.
‘Environmental
objectives’

means the objectives set out in Article 4.

35.
‘Environmental
quality standard’

means the concentration of a particular pollutant or group of pollutants
in water, sediment or biota which should not be exceeded in order to
protect human health and the environment.

36. ‘Combined
approach’

means the control of discharges and emissions into surface waters
according to the approach set out in Article 10.
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37. ‘Water
intended
for human
consumption’

has the same meaning as under Directive 80/778/EEC, as amended by
Directive 98/83/EC.

38. ‘Water
services’

means all services which provide, for households, public institutions or
any economic activity:

(a) abstraction, impoundment, storage, treatment and distribution
of surface water or groundwater,

(b) waste-water collection and treatment facilities which
subsequently discharge into surface water.

39. ‘Water use’ means water services together with any other activity identified under
Article 5 and Annex II having a significant impact on the status of water.

This concept applies for the purposes of Article 1 and of the economic
analysis carried out according to Article 5 and Annex III, point (b).

40. ‘Emission
limit values’

means the mass, expressed in terms of certain specific parameters,
concentration and/or level of an emission, which may not be exceeded
during any one or more periods of time. Emission limit values may also
be laid down for certain groups, families or categories of substances, in
particular for those identified under Article 16.

The emission limit values for substances shall normally apply at
the point where the emissions leave the installation, dilution being
disregarded when determining them. With regard to indirect releases
into water, the effect of a waste-water treatment plant may be taken into
account when determining the emission limit values of the installations
involved, provided that an equivalent level is guaranteed for protection
of the environment as a whole and provided that this does not lead to
higher levels of pollution in the environment.

41. ‘Emission
controls’

are controls requiring a specific emission limitation, for instance an
emission limit value, or otherwise specifying limits or conditions on
the effects, nature or other characteristics of an emission or operating
conditions which affect emissions. Use of the term ‘emission control’
in this Directive in respect of the provisions of any other Directive shall
not be held as reinterpreting those provisions in any respect.

Article 3

Coordination of administrative arrangements within river basin districts

1 Member States shall identify the individual river basins lying within their national
territory and, for the purposes of this Directive, shall assign them to individual river basin
districts. Small river basins may be combined with larger river basins or joined with
neighbouring small basins to form individual river basin districts where appropriate. Where
groundwaters do not fully follow a particular river basin, they shall be identified and assigned
to the nearest or most appropriate river basin district. Coastal waters shall be identified and
assigned to the nearest or most appropriate river basin district or districts.

2 Member States shall ensure the appropriate administrative arrangements, including
the identification of the appropriate competent authority, for the application of the rules of this
Directive within each river basin district lying within their territory.
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3 Member States shall ensure that a river basin covering the territory of more than one
Member State is assigned to an international river basin district. At the request of the Member
States involved, the Commission shall act to facilitate the assigning to such international river
basin districts.

Each Member State shall ensure the appropriate administrative arrangements, including
the identification of the appropriate competent authority, for the application of the rules
of this Directive within the portion of any international river basin district lying within
its territory.

4 Member States shall ensure that the requirements of this Directive for the achievement
of the environmental objectives established under Article 4, and in particular all programmes
of measures are coordinated for the whole of the river basin district. For international river
basin districts the Member States concerned shall together ensure this coordination and may,
for this purpose, use existing structures stemming from international agreements. At the request
of the Member States involved, the Commission shall act to facilitate the establishment of the
programmes of measures.

5 Where a river basin district extends beyond the territory of the Community,
the Member State or Member States concerned shall endeavour to establish appropriate
coordination with the relevant non-Member States, with the aim of achieving the objectives of
this Directive throughout the river basin district. Member States shall ensure the application of
the rules of this Directive within their territory.

6 Member States may identify an existing national or international body as competent
authority for the purposes of this Directive.

7 Member States shall identify the competent authority by the date mentioned in Article
24.

8 Member States shall provide the Commission with a list of their competent authorities
and of the competent authorities of all the international bodies in which they participate at
the latest six months after the date mentioned in Article 24. For each competent authority the
information set out in Annex I shall be provided.

9 Member States shall inform the Commission of any changes to the information
provided according to paragraph 8 within three months of the change coming into effect.

Article 4

Environmental objectives

1 In making operational the programmes of measures specified in the river basin
management plans:

a for surface waters

(i) Member States shall implement the necessary measures to prevent
deterioration of the status of all bodies of surface water, subject to the
application of paragraphs 6 and 7 and without prejudice to paragraph 8;

(ii) Member States shall protect, enhance and restore all bodies of surface water,
subject to the application of subparagraph (iii) for artificial and heavily
modified bodies of water, with the aim of achieving good surface water status
at the latest 15 years after the date of entry into force of this Directive,
in accordance with the provisions laid down in Annex V, subject to the
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application of extensions determined in accordance with paragraph 4 and to
the application of paragraphs 5, 6 and 7 without prejudice to paragraph 8;

(iii) Member States shall protect and enhance all artificial and heavily modified
bodies of water, with the aim of achieving good ecological potential and good
surface water chemical status at the latest 15 years from the date of entry
into force of this Directive, in accordance with the provisions laid down in
Annex V, subject to the application of extensions determined in accordance
with paragraph 4 and to the application of paragraphs 5, 6 and 7 without
prejudice to paragraph 8;

(iv) Member States shall implement the necessary measures in accordance with
Article 16(1) and (8), with the aim of progressively reducing pollution from
priority substances and ceasing or phasing out emissions, discharges and
losses of priority hazardous substances

without prejudice to the relevant international agreements referred to in Article 1 for
the parties concerned;

b for groundwater

(i) Member States shall implement the measures necessary to prevent or limit the
input of pollutants into groundwater and to prevent the deterioration of the
status of all bodies of groundwater, subject to the application of paragraphs 6
and 7 and without prejudice to paragraph 8 of this Article and subject to the
application of Article 11(3)(j);

(ii) Member States shall protect, enhance and restore all bodies of groundwater,
ensure a balance between abstraction and recharge of groundwater, with the
aim of achieving good groundwater status at the latest 15 years after the date of
entry into force of this Directive, in accordance with the provisions laid down
in Annex V, subject to the application of extensions determined in accordance
with paragraph 4 and to the application of paragraphs 5, 6 and 7 without
prejudice to paragraph 8 of this Article and subject to the application of Article
11(3)(j);

(iii) Member States shall implement the measures necessary to reverse any
significant and sustained upward trend in the concentration of any pollutant
resulting from the impact of human activity in order progressively to reduce
pollution of groundwater.

Measures to achieve trend reversal shall be implemented in accordance with
paragraphs 2, 4 and 5 of Article 17, taking into account the applicable
standards set out in relevant Community legislation, subject to the application
of paragraphs 6 and 7 and without prejudice to paragraph 8;

c for protected areas
Member States shall achieve compliance with any standards and objectives at
the latest 15 years after the date of entry into force of this Directive, unless
otherwise specified in the Community legislation under which the individual
protected areas have been established.

[F1As regards Mayotte as an outermost region within the meaning of Article 349 of the
Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (hereinafter ‘Mayotte’), the time limit
referred to in points (a)(ii), (a)(iii), (b)(ii) and (c) shall be 22 December 2021.]
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2 Where more than one of the objectives under paragraph 1 relates to a given body of
water, the most stringent shall apply.

3 Member States may designate a body of surface water as artificial or heavily modified,
when:

a the changes to the hydromorphological characteristics of that body which would be
necessary for achieving good ecological status would have significant adverse effects
on:

(i) the wider environment;

(ii) navigation, including port facilities, or recreation;

(iii) activities for the purposes of which water is stored, such as drinking-water
supply, power generation or irrigation;

(iv) water regulation, flood protection, land drainage, or

(v) other equally important sustainable human development activities;
b the beneficial objectives served by the artificial or modified characteristics of the water

body cannot, for reasons of technical feasibility or disproportionate costs, reasonably
be achieved by other means, which are a significantly better environmental option.

Such designation and the reasons for it shall be specifically mentioned in the river basin
management plans required under Article 13 and reviewed every six years.

4 [F2The time limits laid down in paragraph 1 may be extended for the purposes of phased
achievement of the objectives for bodies of water, provided that no further deterioration occurs
in the status of the affected body of water when all the following conditions are met:]

a Member States determine that all necessary improvements in the status of bodies of
water cannot reasonably be achieved within the timescales set out in that paragraph for
at least one of the following reasons:

(i) the scale of improvements required can only be achieved in phases exceeding
the timescale, for reasons of technical feasibility;

(ii) completing the improvements within the timescale would be
disproportionately expensive;

(iii) natural conditions do not allow timely improvement in the status of the body
of water.

b Extension of the deadline, and the reasons for it, are specifically set out and explained
in the river basin management plan required under Article 13.

c Extensions shall be limited to a maximum of two further updates of the river basin
management plan except in cases where the natural conditions are such that the
objectives cannot be achieved within this period.

d A summary of the measures required under Article 11 which are envisaged as necessary
to bring the bodies of water progressively to the required status by the extended
deadline, the reasons for any significant delay in making these measures operational,
and the expected timetable for their implementation are set out in the river basin
management plan. A review of the implementation of these measures and a summary
of any additional measures shall be included in updates of the river basin management
plan.

5 Member States may aim to achieve less stringent environmental objectives than those
required under paragraph 1 for specific bodies of water when they are so affected by human
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activity, as determined in accordance with Article 5(1), or their natural condition is such that
the achievement of these objectives would be infeasible or disproportionately expensive, and
all the following conditions are met:

a the environmental and socioeconomic needs served by such human activity cannot be
achieved by other means, which are a significantly better environmental option not
entailing disproportionate costs;

b Member States ensure,
— for surface water, the highest ecological and chemical status possible is

achieved, given impacts that could not reasonably have been avoided due to
the nature of the human activity or pollution,

— for groundwater, the least possible changes to good groundwater status, given
impacts that could not reasonably have been avoided due to the nature of the
human activity or pollution;

c no further deterioration occurs in the status of the affected body of water;
d the establishment of less stringent environmental objectives, and the reasons for it, are

specifically mentioned in the river basin management plan required under Article 13
and those objectives are reviewed every six years.

6 Temporary deterioration in the status of bodies of water shall not be in breach of the
requirements of this Directive if this is the result of circumstances of natural cause or force
majeure which are exceptional or could not reasonably have been foreseen, in particular extreme
floods and prolonged droughts, or the result of circumstances due to accidents which could not
reasonably have been foreseen, when all of the following conditions have been met:

a all practicable steps are taken to prevent further deterioration in status and in order not
to compromise the achievement of the objectives of this Directive in other bodies of
water not affected by those circumstances;

b the conditions under which circumstances that are exceptional or that could not
reasonably have been foreseen may be declared, including the adoption of the
appropriate indicators, are stated in the river basin management plan;

c the measures to be taken under such exceptional circumstances are included in the
programme of measures and will not compromise the recovery of the quality of the
body of water once the circumstances are over;

d the effects of the circumstances that are exceptional or that could not reasonably have
been foreseen are reviewed annually and, subject to the reasons set out in paragraph
4(a), all practicable measures are taken with the aim of restoring the body of water to its
status prior to the effects of those circumstances as soon as reasonably practicable, and

e a summary of the effects of the circumstances and of such measures taken or to be taken
in accordance with paragraphs (a) and (d) are included in the next update of the river
basin management plan.

7 Member States will not be in breach of this Directive when:
— failure to achieve good groundwater status, good ecological status or, where relevant,

good ecological potential or to prevent deterioration in the status of a body of surface
water or groundwater is the result of new modifications to the physical characteristics
of a surface water body or alterations to the level of bodies of groundwater, or

— failure to prevent deterioration from high status to good status of a body of surface
water is the result of new sustainable human development activities

and all the following conditions are met:

(a) all practicable steps are taken to mitigate the adverse impact on the status of the body
of water;
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(b) the reasons for those modifications or alterations are specifically set out and explained
in the river basin management plan required under Article 13 and the objectives are
reviewed every six years;

(c) the reasons for those modifications or alterations are of overriding public interest and/
or the benefits to the environment and to society of achieving the objectives set out in
paragraph 1 are outweighed by the benefits of the new modifications or alterations to
human health, to the maintenance of human safety or to sustainable development, and

(d) the beneficial objectives served by those modifications or alterations of the water body
cannot for reasons of technical feasibility or disproportionate cost be achieved by other
means, which are a significantly better environmental option.

8 When applying paragraphs 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7, a Member State shall ensure that the
application does not permanently exclude or compromise the achievement of the objectives of
this Directive in other bodies of water within the same river basin district and is consistent with
the implementation of other Community environmental legislation.

9 Steps must be taken to ensure that the application of the new provisions, including the
application of paragraphs 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7, guarantees at least the same level of protection as the
existing Community legislation.

Textual Amendments
F1 Inserted by Council Directive 2013/64/EU of 17 December 2013 amending Council Directives 91/271/

EEC and 1999/74/EC, and Directives 2000/60/EC, 2006/7/EC, 2006/25/EC and 2011/24/EU of the
European Parliament and of the Council, following the amendment of the status of Mayotte with
regard to the European Union.

F2 Substituted by Council Directive 2013/64/EU of 17 December 2013 amending Council Directives
91/271/EEC and 1999/74/EC, and Directives 2000/60/EC, 2006/7/EC, 2006/25/EC and 2011/24/EU of
the European Parliament and of the Council, following the amendment of the status of Mayotte with
regard to the European Union.

Article 5

Characteristics of the river basin district, review of the environmental
impact of human activity and economic analysis of water use

1 Each Member State shall ensure that for each river basin district or for the portion of
an international river basin district falling within its territory:
— an analysis of its characteristics,
— a review of the impact of human activity on the status of surface waters and on

groundwater, and
— an economic analysis of water use

is undertaken according to the technical specifications set out in Annexes II and III
and that it is completed at the latest four years after the date of entry into force of this
Directive.

2 The analyses and reviews mentioned under paragraph 1 shall be reviewed, and if
necessary updated at the latest 13 years after the date of entry into force of this Directive and
every six years thereafter.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2013/64
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2013/64
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2013/64
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2013/64
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2013/64
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2013/64
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2013/64
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2013/64
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Article 6

Register of protected areas

1 Member States shall ensure the establishment of a register or registers of all areas lying
within each river basin district which have been designated as requiring special protection under
specific Community legislation for the protection of their surface water and groundwater or for
the conservation of habitats and species directly depending on water. They shall ensure that the
register is completed at the latest four years after the date of entry into force of this Directive.

2 The register or registers shall include all bodies of water identified under Article 7(1)
and all protected areas covered by Annex IV.

3 For each river basin district, the register or registers of protected areas shall be kept
under review and up to date.

Article 7

Waters used for the abstraction of drinking water

1 Member States shall identify, within each river basin district:
— all bodies of water used for the abstraction of water intended for human consumption

providing more than 10 m3 a day as an average or serving more than 50 persons, and
— those bodies of water intended for such future use.

Member States shall monitor, in accordance with Annex V, those bodies of water which
according to Annex V, provide more than 100 m3 a day as an average.

2 For each body of water identified under paragraph 1, in addition to meeting the
objectives of Article 4 in accordance with the requirements of this Directive, for surface water
bodies including the quality standards established at Community level under Article 16, Member
States shall ensure that under the water treatment regime applied, and in accordance with
Community legislation, the resulting water will meet the requirements of Directive 80/778/EEC
as amended by Directive 98/83/EC.

3 Member States shall ensure the necessary protection for the bodies of water identified
with the aim of avoiding deterioration in their quality in order to reduce the level of purification
treatment required in the production of drinking water. Member States may establish safeguard
zones for those bodies of water.

Article 8

Monitoring of surface water status, groundwater status and protected areas

1 Member States shall ensure the establishment of programmes for the monitoring of
water status in order to establish a coherent and comprehensive overview of water status within
each river basin district:
— for surface waters such programmes shall cover:

(i) the volume and level or rate of flow to the extent relevant for ecological and
chemical status and ecological potential, and
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(ii) the ecological and chemical status and ecological potential;
— for groundwaters such programmes shall cover monitoring of the chemical and

quantitative status,
— for protected areas the above programmes shall be supplemented by those

specifications contained in Community legislation under which the individual
protected areas have been established.

2 These programmes shall be operational at the latest six years after the date of entry into
force of this Directive unless otherwise specified in the legislation concerned. Such monitoring
shall be in accordance with the requirements of Annex V.

[F33 Technical specifications and standardised methods for analysis and monitoring of
water status shall be laid down. Those measures, designed to amend non-essential elements of
this Directive by supplementing it, shall be adopted in accordance with the regulatory procedure
with scrutiny referred to in Article 21(3).]

Textual Amendments
F3 Substituted by Directive 2008/32/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 March 2008

amending Directive 2000/60/EC establishing a framework for Community action in the field of water
policy, as regards the implementing powers conferred on the Commission.

Article 9

Recovery of costs for water services

1 Member States shall take account of the principle of recovery of the costs of water
services, including environmental and resource costs, having regard to the economic analysis
conducted according to Annex III, and in accordance in particular with the polluter pays
principle.

Member States shall ensure by 2010
— that water-pricing policies provide adequate incentives for users to use water resources

efficiently, and thereby contribute to the environmental objectives of this Directive,
— an adequate contribution of the different water uses, disaggregated into at least

industry, households and agriculture, to the recovery of the costs of water services,
based on the economic analysis conducted according to Annex III and taking account
of the polluter pays principle.

Member States may in so doing have regard to the social, environmental and economic
effects of the recovery as well as the geographic and climatic conditions of the region
or regions affected.

2 Member States shall report in the river basin management plans on the planned
steps towards implementing paragraph 1 which will contribute to achieving the environmental
objectives of this Directive and on the contribution made by the various water uses to the
recovery of the costs of water services.

3 Nothing in this Article shall prevent the funding of particular preventive or remedial
measures in order to achieve the objectives of this Directive.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2008/32
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2008/32
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2008/32
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4 Member States shall not be in breach of this Directive if they decide in accordance with
established practices not to apply the provisions of paragraph 1, second sentence, and for that
purpose the relevant provisions of paragraph 2, for a given water-use activity, where this does
not compromise the purposes and the achievement of the objectives of this Directive. Member
States shall report the reasons for not fully applying paragraph 1, second sentence, in the river
basin management plans.

Article 10

The combined approach for point and diffuse sources

1 Member States shall ensure that all discharges referred to in paragraph 2 into surface
waters are controlled according to the combined approach set out in this Article.

2 Member States shall ensure the establishment and/or implementation of:

(a) the emission controls based on best available techniques, or

(b) the relevant emission limit values, or

(c) in the case of diffuse impacts the controls including, as appropriate, best environmental
practices

set out in:
— Council Directive 96/61/EC of 24 September 1996 concerning integrated pollution

prevention and control(1),
— Council Directive 91/271/EEC of 21 May 1991 concerning urban waste-water

treatment(2),
— Council Directive 91/676/EEC of 12 December 1991 concerning the protection of

waters against pollution caused by nitrates from agricultural sources(3),
— the Directives adopted pursuant to Article 16 of this Directive,
— the Directives listed in Annex IX,
— any other relevant Community legislation

at the latest 12 years after the date of entry into force of this Directive, unless otherwise
specified in the legislation concerned.

3 Where a quality objective or quality standard, whether established pursuant to this
Directive, in the Directives listed in Annex IX, or pursuant to any other Community legislation,
requires stricter conditions than those which would result from the application of paragraph 2,
more stringent emission controls shall be set accordingly.

Article 11

Programme of measures

1 Each Member State shall ensure the establishment for each river basin district, or for
the part of an international river basin district within its territory, of a programme of measures,
taking account of the results of the analyses required under Article 5, in order to achieve the
objectives established under Article 4. Such programmes of measures may make reference to
measures following from legislation adopted at national level and covering the whole of the
territory of a Member State. Where appropriate, a Member State may adopt measures applicable
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to all river basin districts and/or the portions of international river basin districts falling within
its territory.

2 Each programme of measures shall include the ‘basic’ measures specified in paragraph
3 and, where necessary, ‘supplementary’ measures.

3 ‘Basic measures’ are the minimum requirements to be complied with and shall consist
of:

a those measures required to implement Community legislation for the protection of
water, including measures required under the legislation specified in Article 10 and in
part A of Annex VI;

b measures deemed appropriate for the purposes of Article 9;
c measures to promote an efficient and sustainable water use in order to avoid

compromising the achievement of the objectives specified in Article 4;
d measures to meet the requirements of Article 7, including measures to safeguard water

quality in order to reduce the level of purification treatment required for the production
of drinking water;

e controls over the abstraction of fresh surface water and groundwater, and impoundment
of fresh surface water, including a register or registers of water abstractions and a
requirement of prior authorisation for abstraction and impoundment. These controls
shall be periodically reviewed and, where necessary, updated. Member States can
exempt from these controls, abstractions or impoundments which have no significant
impact on water status;

f controls, including a requirement for prior authorisation of artificial recharge or
augmentation of groundwater bodies. The water used may be derived from any surface
water or groundwater, provided that the use of the source does not compromise the
achievement of the environmental objectives established for the source or the recharged
or augmented body of groundwater. These controls shall be periodically reviewed and,
where necessary, updated;

g for point source discharges liable to cause pollution, a requirement for prior regulation,
such as a prohibition on the entry of pollutants into water, or for prior authorisation,
or registration based on general binding rules, laying down emission controls for the
pollutants concerned, including controls in accordance with Articles 10 and 16. These
controls shall be periodically reviewed and, where necessary, updated;

h for diffuse sources liable to cause pollution, measures to prevent or control the input
of pollutants. Controls may take the form of a requirement for prior regulation, such
as a prohibition on the entry of pollutants into water, prior authorisation or registration
based on general binding rules where such a requirement is not otherwise provided for
under Community legislation. These controls shall be periodically reviewed and, where
necessary, updated;

i for any other significant adverse impacts on the status of water identified under Article
5 and Annex II, in particular measures to ensure that the hydromorphological conditions
of the bodies of water are consistent with the achievement of the required ecological
status or good ecological potential for bodies of water designated as artificial or heavily
modified. Controls for this purpose may take the form of a requirement for prior
authorisation or registration based on general binding rules where such a requirement
is not otherwise provided for under Community legislation. Such controls shall be
periodically reviewed and, where necessary, updated;

j a prohibition of direct discharges of pollutants into groundwater subject to the following
provisions:

Member States may authorise reinjection into the same aquifer of water used
for geothermal purposes.
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They may also authorise, specifying the conditions for:
— injection of water containing substances resulting from the

operations for exploration and extraction of hydrocarbons or
mining activities, and injection of water for technical reasons, into
geological formations from which hydrocarbons or other substances
have been extracted or into geological formations which for
natural reasons are permanently unsuitable for other purposes. Such
injections shall not contain substances other than those resulting
from the above operations,

— reinjection of pumped groundwater from mines and quarries or
associated with the construction or maintenance of civil engineering
works,

— injection of natural gas or liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) for storage
purposes into geological formations which for natural reasons are
permanently unsuitable for other purposes,

— [F4injection of carbon dioxide streams for storage purposes into
geological formations which for natural reasons are permanently
unsuitable for other purposes, provided that such injection is made in
accordance with Directive 2009/31/EC of the European Parliament
and of the Council of 23 April 2009 on the geological storage
of carbon dioxide(4) or excluded from the scope of that Directive
pursuant to its Article 2(2),]

— injection of natural gas or liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) for
storage purposes into other geological formations where there is an
overriding need for security of gas supply, and where the injection
is such as to prevent any present or future danger of deterioration in
the quality of any receiving groundwater,

— construction, civil engineering and building works and similar
activities on, or in the ground which come into contact with
groundwater. For these purposes, Member States may determine that
such activities are to be treated as having been authorised provided
that they are conducted in accordance with general binding rules
developed by the Member State in respect of such activities,

— discharges of small quantities of substances for scientific purposes
for characterisation, protection or remediation of water bodies
limited to the amount strictly necessary for the purposes concerned

provided such discharges do not compromise the achievement of the
environmental objectives established for that body of groundwater;

k in accordance with action taken pursuant to Article 16, measures to eliminate pollution
of surface waters by those substances specified in the list of priority substances agreed
pursuant to Article 16(2) and to progressively reduce pollution by other substances
which would otherwise prevent Member States from achieving the objectives for the
bodies of surface waters as set out in Article 4;

l any measures required to prevent significant losses of pollutants from technical
installations, and to prevent and/or to reduce the impact of accidental pollution incidents
for example as a result of floods, including through systems to detect or give warning
of such events including, in the case of accidents which could not reasonably have been
foreseen, all appropriate measures to reduce the risk to aquatic ecosystems.
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4 ‘Supplementary’ measures are those measures designed and implemented in addition
to the basic measures, with the aim of achieving the objectives established pursuant to Article
4. Part B of Annex VI contains a non-exclusive list of such measures.

Member States may also adopt further supplementary measures in order to provide for
additional protection or improvement of the waters covered by this Directive, including
in implementation of the relevant international agreements referred to in Article 1.

5 Where monitoring or other data indicate that the objectives set under Article 4 for the
body of water are unlikely to be achieved, the Member State shall ensure that:
— the causes of the possible failure are investigated,
— relevant permits and authorisations are examined and reviewed as appropriate,
— the monitoring programmes are reviewed and adjusted as appropriate, and
— additional measures as may be necessary in order to achieve those objectives are

established, including, as appropriate, the establishment of stricter environmental
quality standards following the procedures laid down in Annex V.

Where those causes are the result of circumstances of natural cause or force majeure
which are exceptional and could not reasonably have been foreseen, in particular
extreme floods and prolonged droughts, the Member State may determine that additional
measures are not practicable, subject to Article 4(6).

6 In implementing measures pursuant to paragraph 3, Member States shall take all
appropriate steps not to increase pollution of marine waters. Without prejudice to existing
legislation, the application of measures taken pursuant to paragraph 3 may on no account lead,
either directly or indirectly to increased pollution of surface waters. This requirement shall not
apply where it would result in increased pollution of the environment as a whole.

7 The programmes of measures shall be established at the latest nine years after the date
of entry into force of this Directive and all the measures shall be made operational at the latest
12 years after that date.

[F1As regards Mayotte, the time limits referred to in the first subparagraph shall be 22
December 2015 and 22 December 2018, respectively.]
8 The programmes of measures shall be reviewed, and if necessary updated at the latest
15 years after the date of entry into force of this Directive and every six years thereafter. Any
new or revised measures established under an updated programme shall be made operational
within three years of their establishment.

[F1As regards Mayotte, the time limit referred to in the first subparagraph shall be 22
December 2021.]

Textual Amendments
F1 Inserted by Council Directive 2013/64/EU of 17 December 2013 amending Council Directives 91/271/

EEC and 1999/74/EC, and Directives 2000/60/EC, 2006/7/EC, 2006/25/EC and 2011/24/EU of the
European Parliament and of the Council, following the amendment of the status of Mayotte with
regard to the European Union.

F4 Inserted by Directive 2009/31/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 April 2009
on the geological storage of carbon dioxide and amending Council Directive 85/337/EEC, European
Parliament and Council Directives 2000/60/EC, 2001/80/EC, 2004/35/EC, 2006/12/EC, 2008/1/EC
and Regulation (EC) No 1013/2006 (Text with EEA relevance).

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2013/64
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2013/64
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2013/64
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2013/64
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2009/31
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2009/31
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2009/31
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2009/31
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Article 12

Issues which can not be dealt with at Member State level

1 Where a Member State identifies an issue which has an impact on the management of
its water but cannot be resolved by that Member State, it may report the issue to the Commission
and any other Member State concerned and may make recommendations for the resolution of it.

2 The Commission shall respond to any report or recommendations from Member States
within a period of six months.

Article 13

River basin management plans

1 Member States shall ensure that a river basin management plan is produced for each
river basin district lying entirely within their territory.

2 In the case of an international river basin district falling entirely within the Community,
Member States shall ensure coordination with the aim of producing a single international
river basin management plan. Where such an international river basin management plan is not
produced, Member States shall produce river basin management plans covering at least those
parts of the international river basin district falling within their territory to achieve the objectives
of this Directive.

3 In the case of an international river basin district extending beyond the boundaries of
the Community, Member States shall endeavour to produce a single river basin management
plan, and, where this is not possible, the plan shall at least cover the portion of the international
river basin district lying within the territory of the Member State concerned.

4 The river basin management plan shall include the information detailed in Annex VII.

5 River basin management plans may be supplemented by the production of more
detailed programmes and management plans for sub-basin, sector, issue, or water type, to
deal with particular aspects of water management. Implementation of these measures shall not
exempt Member States from any of their obligations under the rest of this Directive.

6 River basin management plans shall be published at the latest nine years after the date
of entry into force of this Directive.

[F1As regards Mayotte, the time limit referred to in the first subparagraph shall be 22
December 2015.]
7 River basin management plans shall be reviewed and updated at the latest 15 years
after the date of entry into force of this Directive and every six years thereafter.

[F1As regards Mayotte, the time limit referred to in the first subparagraph shall be 22
December 2021.]

Textual Amendments
F1 Inserted by Council Directive 2013/64/EU of 17 December 2013 amending Council Directives 91/271/

EEC and 1999/74/EC, and Directives 2000/60/EC, 2006/7/EC, 2006/25/EC and 2011/24/EU of the

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2013/64
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2013/64
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European Parliament and of the Council, following the amendment of the status of Mayotte with
regard to the European Union.

Article 14

Public information and consultation

1 Member States shall encourage the active involvement of all interested parties in the
implementation of this Directive, in particular in the production, review and updating of the
river basin management plans. Member States shall ensure that, for each river basin district,
they publish and make available for comments to the public, including users:

a a timetable and work programme for the production of the plan, including a statement
of the consultation measures to be taken, at least three years before the beginning of
the period to which the plan refers;

b an interim overview of the significant water management issues identified in the river
basin, at least two years before the beginning of the period to which the plan refers;

c draft copies of the river basin management plan, at least one year before the beginning
of the period to which the plan refers.

On request, access shall be given to background documents and information used for
the development of the draft river basin management plan.

2 Member States shall allow at least six months to comment in writing on those
documents in order to allow active involvement and consultation.

3 Paragraphs 1 and 2 shall apply equally to updated river basin management plans.

Article 15

Reporting

1 Member States shall send copies of the river basin management plans and all
subsequent updates to the Commission and to any other Member State concerned within three
months of their publication:

a for river basin districts falling entirely within the territory of a Member State, all river
management plans covering that national territory and published pursuant to Article 13;

b for international river basin districts, at least the part of the river basin management
plans covering the territory of the Member State.

2 Member States shall submit summary reports of:
— the analyses required under Article 5, and
— the monitoring programmes designed under Article 8

undertaken for the purposes of the first river basin management plan within three months
of their completion.

3 Member States shall, within three years of the publication of each river basin
management plan or update under Article 13, submit an interim report describing progress in
the implementation of the planned programme of measures.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2013/64
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2013/64
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Article 16

Strategies against pollution of water

1 The European Parliament and the Council shall adopt specific measures against
pollution of water by individual pollutants or groups of pollutants presenting a significant risk
to or via the aquatic environment, including such risks to waters used for the abstraction of
drinking water. For those pollutants measures shall be aimed at the progressive reduction and,
for priority hazardous substances, as defined in Article 2(30), at the cessation or phasing-out
of discharges, emissions and losses. Such measures shall be adopted acting on the proposals
presented by the Commission in accordance with the procedures laid down in the Treaty.

2 The Commission shall submit a proposal setting out a list of priority substances
selected amongst those which present a significant risk to or via the aquatic environment.
Substances shall be prioritised for action on the basis of risk to or via the aquatic environment,
identified by:

(a) risk assessment carried out under Council Regulation (EEC) No 793/93(5), Council
Directive 91/414/EEC(6), and Directive 98/8/EC of the European Parliament and of
the Council(7), or

(b) targeted risk-based assessment (following the methodology of Regulation (EEC) No
793/93) focusing solely on aquatic ecotoxicity and on human toxicity via the aquatic
environment.

When necessary in order to meet the timetable laid down in paragraph 4, substances
shall be prioritised for action on the basis of risk to, or via the aquatic environment,
identified by a simplified risk-based assessment procedure based on scientific principles
taking particular account of:
— evidence regarding the intrinsic hazard of the substance concerned, and in particular

its aquatic ecotoxicity and human toxicity via aquatic exposure routes, and
— evidence from monitoring of widespread environmental contamination, and
— other proven factors which may indicate the possibility of widespread environmental

contamination, such as production or use volume of the substance concerned, and use
patterns.

3 The Commission's proposal shall also identify the priority hazardous substances.
In doing so, the Commission shall take into account the selection of substances of concern
undertaken in the relevant Community legislation regarding hazardous substances or relevant
international agreements.

[F54 The Commission shall review the adopted list of priority substances at the latest four
years after the date of entry into force of this Directive and at least every six years thereafter,
and come forward with proposals as appropriate.]

5 In preparing its proposal, the Commission shall take account of recommendations
from the Scientific Committee on Toxicity, Ecotoxicity and the Environment, Member
States, the European Parliament, the European Environment Agency, Community research
programmes, international organisations to which the Community is a party, European business
organisations including those representing small and medium-sized enterprises, European
environmental organisations, and of other relevant information which comes to its attention.

6 For the priority substances, the Commission shall submit proposals of controls for:
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— the progressive reduction of discharges, emissions and losses of the substances
concerned, and, in particular

— the cessation or phasing-out of discharges, emissions and losses of the substances as
identified in accordance with paragraph 3, including an appropriate timetable for doing
so. The timetable shall not exceed 20 years after the adoption of these proposals by the
European Parliament and the Council in accordance with the provisions of this Article.

In doing so it shall identify the appropriate cost-effective and proportionate level and
combination of product and process controls for both point and diffuse sources and
take account of Community-wide uniform emission limit values for process controls.
Where appropriate, action at Community level for process controls may be established
on a sector-by-sector basis. Where product controls include a review of the relevant
authorisations issued under Directive 91/414/EEC and Directive 98/8/EC, such reviews
shall be carried out in accordance with the provisions of those Directives. Each proposal
for controls shall specify arrangements for their review, updating and for assessment of
their effectiveness.

7 The Commission shall submit proposals for quality standards applicable to the
concentrations of the priority substances in surface water, sediments or biota.

8 The Commission shall submit proposals, in accordance with paragraphs 6 and 7, and
at least for emission controls for point sources and environmental quality standards within
two years of the inclusion of the substance concerned on the list of priority substances.
For substances included in the first list of priority substances, in the absence of agreement
at Community level six years after the date of entry into force of this Directive, Member
States shall establish environmental quality standards for these substances for all surface
waters affected by discharges of those substances, and controls on the principal sources of
such discharges, based, inter alia, on consideration of all technical reduction options. For
substances subsequently included in the list of priority substances, in the absence of agreement
at Community level, Member States shall take such action five years after the date of inclusion
in the list.

9 The Commission may prepare strategies against pollution of water by any other
pollutants or groups of pollutants, including any pollution which occurs as a result of accidents.

10 In preparing its proposals under paragraphs 6 and 7, the Commission shall also review
all the Directives listed in Annex IX. It shall propose, by the deadline in paragraph 8, a revision
of the controls in Annex IX for all those substances which are included in the list of priority
substances and shall propose the appropriate measures including the possible repeal of the
controls under Annex IX for all other substances.

All the controls in Annex IX for which revisions are proposed shall be repealed by the
date of entry into force of those revisions.

11 The list of priority substances of substances mentioned in paragraphs 2 and 3 proposed
by the Commission shall, on its adoption by the European Parliament and the Council, become
Annex X to this Directive. Its revision mentioned in paragraph 4 shall follow the same
procedure.

Textual Amendments
F5 Substituted by Directive 2013/39/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 12 August

2013 amending Directives 2000/60/EC and 2008/105/EC as regards priority substances in the field of
water policy (Text with EEA relevance).

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2013/39
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2013/39
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2013/39


20 Directive 2000/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October...
Document Generated: 2023-11-23

Status: EU Directives are being published on this site to aid cross referencing from UK legislation. After
IP completion day (31 December 2020 11pm) no further amendments will be applied to this version.

Article 17

Strategies to prevent and control pollution of groundwater

1 The European Parliament and the Council shall adopt specific measures to prevent
and control groundwater pollution. Such measures shall be aimed at achieving the objective
of good groundwater chemical status in accordance with Article 4(1)(b) and shall be adopted,
acting on the proposal presented within two years after the entry into force of this Directive, by
the Commission in accordance with the procedures laid down in the Treaty.

2 In proposing measures the Commission shall have regard to the analysis carried out
according to Article 5 and Annex II. Such measures shall be proposed earlier if data are available
and shall include:

a criteria for assessing good groundwater chemical status, in accordance with Annex
II.2.2 and Annex V 2.3.2 and 2.4.5;

b criteria for the identification of significant and sustained upward trends and for the
definition of starting points for trend reversals to be used in accordance with Annex
V 2.4.4.

3 Measures resulting from the application of paragraph 1 shall be included in the
programmes of measures required under Article 11.

4 In the absence of criteria adopted under paragraph 2 at Community level, Member
States shall establish appropriate criteria at the latest five years after the date of entry into force
of this Directive.

5 In the absence of criteria adopted under paragraph 4 at national level, trend reversal
shall take as its starting point a maximum of 75% of the level of the quality standards set out in
existing Community legislation applicable to groundwater.

Article 18

Commission report

1 The Commission shall publish a report on the implementation of this Directive at the
latest 12 years after the date of entry into force of this Directive and every six years thereafter,
and shall submit it to the European Parliament and to the Council.

2 The report shall include the following:
a a review of progress in the implementation of the Directive;
b a review of the status of surface water and groundwater in the Community undertaken

in coordination with the European Environment Agency;
c a survey of the river basin management plans submitted in accordance with Article 15,

including suggestions for the improvement of future plans;
d a summary of the response to each of the reports or recommendations to the Commission

made by Member States pursuant to Article 12;
e a summary of any proposals, control measures and strategies developed under Article

16;
f a summary of the responses to comments made by the European Parliament and the

Council on previous implementation reports.
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3 The Commission shall also publish a report on progress in implementation based
on the summary reports that Member States submit under Article 15(2), and submit it to the
European Parliament and the Member States, at the latest two years after the dates referred to
in Articles 5 and 8.

4 The Commission shall, within three years of the publication of each report under
paragraph 1, publish an interim report describing progress in implementation on the basis of the
interim reports of the Member States as mentioned in Article 15(3). This shall be submitted to
the European Parliament and to the Council.

5 The Commission shall convene when appropriate, in line with the reporting cycle, a
conference of interested parties on Community water policy from each of the Member States,
to comment on the Commission's implementation reports and to share experiences.

Participants should include representatives from the competent authorities, the
European Parliament, NGOs, the social and economic partners, consumer bodies,
academics and other experts.

Article 19

Plans for future Community measures

1 Once a year, the Commission shall for information purposes present to the Committee
referred to in Article 21 an indicative plan of measures having an impact on water legislation
which it intends to propose in the near future, including any emerging from the proposals, control
measures and strategies developed under Article 16. The Commission shall make the first such
presentation at the latest two years after the date of entry into force of this Directive.

2 The Commission will review this Directive at the latest 19 years after the date of its
entry into force and will propose any necessary amendments to it.

[F3Article 20

Technical adaptations to the Directive

1 Annexes I, III and section 1.3.6 of Annex V may be adapted to scientific and technical
progress taking account of the periods for review and updating of the river basin management
plans as referred to in Article 13. Those measures, designed to amend non-essential elements
of this Directive, shall be adopted in accordance with the regulatory procedure with scrutiny
referred to in Article 21(3).

Where necessary, the Commission may adopt guidelines on the implementation of
Annexes II and V in accordance with the regulatory procedure referred to in Article
21(2).

2 For the purpose of transmission and processing of data, including statistical and
cartographic data, technical formats for the purpose of paragraph 1 may be adopted in
accordance with the regulatory procedure referred to in Article 21(2).]
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Textual Amendments
F3 Substituted by Directive 2008/32/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 March 2008

amending Directive 2000/60/EC establishing a framework for Community action in the field of water
policy, as regards the implementing powers conferred on the Commission.

[F3Article 21

Committee procedure

1 The Commission shall be assisted by a committee.

2 Where reference is made to this paragraph, Articles 5 and 7 of Decision 1999/468/EC
shall apply, having regard to the provisions of Article 8 thereof.

The period laid down in Article 5(6) of Decision 1999/468/EC shall be set at three
months.

3 Where reference is made to this paragraph, Article 5a(1) to (4) and Article 7 of
Decision 1999/468/EC shall apply, having regard to the provisions of Article 8 thereof.]

Textual Amendments
F3 Substituted by Directive 2008/32/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 March 2008

amending Directive 2000/60/EC establishing a framework for Community action in the field of water
policy, as regards the implementing powers conferred on the Commission.

Article 22

Repeals and transitional provisions

1 The following shall be repealed with effect from seven years after the date of entry
into force of this Directive:
— Directive 75/440/EEC of 16 June 1975 concerning the quality required of surface

water intended for the abstraction of drinking water in the Member States(8),
— Council Decision 77/795/EEC of 12 December 1977 establishing a common

procedure for the exchange of information on the quality of surface freshwater in the
Community(9),

— Council Directive 79/869/EEC of 9 October 1979 concerning the methods of
measurement and frequencies of sampling and analysis of surface water intended for
the abstraction of drinking waters in the Member States(10).

2 The following shall be repealed with effect from 13 years after the date of entry into
force of this Directive:
— Council Directive 78/659/EEC of 18 July 1978 on the quality of freshwaters needing

protection or improvement in order to support fish life(11),
— Council Directive 79/923/EEC of 30 October 1979 on the quality required of shellfish

waters(12),
— Council Directive 80/68/EEC of 17 December 1979 on the protection of groundwater

against pollution caused by certain dangerous substances,

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2008/32
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2008/32
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2008/32
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2008/32
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2008/32
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2008/32
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— Directive 76/464/EEC, with the exception of Article 6, which shall be repealed with
effect from the entry into force of this Directive.

3 The following transitional provisions shall apply for Directive 76/464/EEC:
a the list of priority substances adopted under Article 16 of this Directive shall replace

the list of substances prioritised in the Commission communication to the Council of
22 June 1982;

b for the purposes of Article 7 of Directive 76/464/EEC, Member States may apply the
principles for the identification of pollution problems and the substances causing them,
the establishment of quality standards, and the adoption of measures, laid down in this
Directive.

4 The environmental objectives in Article 4 and environmental quality standards
established in Annex IX and pursuant to Article 16(7), and by Member States under Annex
V for substances not on the list of priority substances and under Article 16(8) in respect of
priority substances for which Community standards have not been set, shall be regarded as
environmental quality standards for the purposes of point 7 of Article 2 and Article 10 of
Directive 96/61/EC.

5 Where a substance on the list of priority substances adopted under Article 16 is not
included in Annex VIII to this Directive or in Annex III to Directive 96/61/EC, it shall be added
thereto.

6 For bodies of surface water, environmental objectives established under the first river
basin management plan required by this Directive shall, as a minimum, give effect to quality
standards at least as stringent as those required to implement Directive 76/464/EEC.

Article 23

Penalties

Member States shall determine penalties applicable to breaches of the national
provisions adopted pursuant to this Directive. The penalties thus provided for shall be
effective, proportionate and dissuasive.

Article 24

Implementation

1 Member States shall bring into force the laws, regulations and administrative
provisions necessary to comply with this Directive at the latest 22 December 2003. They shall
forthwith inform the Commission thereof.

When Member States adopt these measures, they shall contain a reference to this
Directive or shall be accompanied by such a reference on the occasion of their official
publication. The methods of making such a reference shall be laid down by the Member
States.

2 Member States shall communicate to the Commission the texts of the main provisions
of national law which they adopt in the field governed by this Directive. The Commission shall
inform the other Member States thereof.
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Article 25

Entry into force

DieThis Directive shall enter into force on the day of its publication in the Official
Journal of the European Communities.

Article 26

Addressees

This Directive is addressed to the Member States.
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