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Directive 2000/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October
2000 establishing a framework for Community action in the field of water policy

Article 3

Coordination of administrative arrangements within river basin districts

1 Member States shall identify the individual river basins lying within their national
territory and, for the purposes of this Directive, shall assign them to individual river basin
districts. Small river basins may be combined with larger river basins or joined with
neighbouring small basins to form individual river basin districts where appropriate. Where
groundwaters do not fully follow a particular river basin, they shall be identified and assigned
to the nearest or most appropriate river basin district. Coastal waters shall be identified and
assigned to the nearest or most appropriate river basin district or districts.

2 Member States shall ensure the appropriate administrative arrangements, including
the identification of the appropriate competent authority, for the application of the rules of this
Directive within each river basin district lying within their territory.

3 Member States shall ensure that a river basin covering the territory of more than one
Member State is assigned to an international river basin district. At the request of the Member
States involved, the Commission shall act to facilitate the assigning to such international river
basin districts.

Each Member State shall ensure the appropriate administrative arrangements, including
the identification of the appropriate competent authority, for the application of the rules
of this Directive within the portion of any international river basin district lying within
its territory.

4 Member States shall ensure that the requirements of this Directive for the achievement
of the environmental objectives established under Article 4, and in particular all programmes
of measures are coordinated for the whole of the river basin district. For international river
basin districts the Member States concerned shall together ensure this coordination and may,
for this purpose, use existing structures stemming from international agreements. At the request
of the Member States involved, the Commission shall act to facilitate the establishment of the
programmes of measures.

5 Where a river basin district extends beyond the territory of the Community,
the Member State or Member States concerned shall endeavour to establish appropriate
coordination with the relevant non-Member States, with the aim of achieving the objectives of
this Directive throughout the river basin district. Member States shall ensure the application of
the rules of this Directive within their territory.

6 Member States may identify an existing national or international body as competent
authority for the purposes of this Directive.

7 Member States shall identify the competent authority by the date mentioned in Article
24.

8 Member States shall provide the Commission with a list of their competent authorities
and of the competent authorities of all the international bodies in which they participate at
the latest six months after the date mentioned in Article 24. For each competent authority the
information set out in Annex I shall be provided.
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9 Member States shall inform the Commission of any changes to the information
provided according to paragraph 8 within three months of the change coming into effect.


