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Directive 2000/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October
2000 establishing a framework for Community action in the field of water policy

Article 16

Strategies against pollution of water

1 The European Parliament and the Council shall adopt specific measures against
pollution of water by individual pollutants or groups of pollutants presenting a significant risk
to or via the aquatic environment, including such risks to waters used for the abstraction of
drinking water. For those pollutants measures shall be aimed at the progressive reduction and,
for priority hazardous substances, as defined in Article 2(30), at the cessation or phasing-out
of discharges, emissions and losses. Such measures shall be adopted acting on the proposals
presented by the Commission in accordance with the procedures laid down in the Treaty.

2 The Commission shall submit a proposal setting out a list of priority substances
selected amongst those which present a significant risk to or via the aquatic environment.
Substances shall be prioritised for action on the basis of risk to or via the aquatic environment,
identified by:

(a) risk assessment carried out under Council Regulation (EEC) No 793/93(1), Council
Directive 91/414/EEC(2), and Directive 98/8/EC of the European Parliament and of
the Council(3), or

(b) targeted risk-based assessment (following the methodology of Regulation (EEC) No
793/93) focusing solely on aquatic ecotoxicity and on human toxicity via the aquatic
environment.

When necessary in order to meet the timetable laid down in paragraph 4, substances
shall be prioritised for action on the basis of risk to, or via the aquatic environment,
identified by a simplified risk-based assessment procedure based on scientific principles
taking particular account of:
— evidence regarding the intrinsic hazard of the substance concerned, and in particular

its aquatic ecotoxicity and human toxicity via aquatic exposure routes, and
— evidence from monitoring of widespread environmental contamination, and
— other proven factors which may indicate the possibility of widespread environmental

contamination, such as production or use volume of the substance concerned, and use
patterns.

3 The Commission's proposal shall also identify the priority hazardous substances.
In doing so, the Commission shall take into account the selection of substances of concern
undertaken in the relevant Community legislation regarding hazardous substances or relevant
international agreements.

[F14 The Commission shall review the adopted list of priority substances at the latest four
years after the date of entry into force of this Directive and at least every six years thereafter,
and come forward with proposals as appropriate.]

5 In preparing its proposal, the Commission shall take account of recommendations
from the Scientific Committee on Toxicity, Ecotoxicity and the Environment, Member
States, the European Parliament, the European Environment Agency, Community research
programmes, international organisations to which the Community is a party, European business
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organisations including those representing small and medium-sized enterprises, European
environmental organisations, and of other relevant information which comes to its attention.

6 For the priority substances, the Commission shall submit proposals of controls for:
— the progressive reduction of discharges, emissions and losses of the substances

concerned, and, in particular
— the cessation or phasing-out of discharges, emissions and losses of the substances as

identified in accordance with paragraph 3, including an appropriate timetable for doing
so. The timetable shall not exceed 20 years after the adoption of these proposals by the
European Parliament and the Council in accordance with the provisions of this Article.

In doing so it shall identify the appropriate cost-effective and proportionate level and
combination of product and process controls for both point and diffuse sources and
take account of Community-wide uniform emission limit values for process controls.
Where appropriate, action at Community level for process controls may be established
on a sector-by-sector basis. Where product controls include a review of the relevant
authorisations issued under Directive 91/414/EEC and Directive 98/8/EC, such reviews
shall be carried out in accordance with the provisions of those Directives. Each proposal
for controls shall specify arrangements for their review, updating and for assessment of
their effectiveness.

7 The Commission shall submit proposals for quality standards applicable to the
concentrations of the priority substances in surface water, sediments or biota.

8 The Commission shall submit proposals, in accordance with paragraphs 6 and 7, and
at least for emission controls for point sources and environmental quality standards within
two years of the inclusion of the substance concerned on the list of priority substances.
For substances included in the first list of priority substances, in the absence of agreement
at Community level six years after the date of entry into force of this Directive, Member
States shall establish environmental quality standards for these substances for all surface
waters affected by discharges of those substances, and controls on the principal sources of
such discharges, based, inter alia, on consideration of all technical reduction options. For
substances subsequently included in the list of priority substances, in the absence of agreement
at Community level, Member States shall take such action five years after the date of inclusion
in the list.

9 The Commission may prepare strategies against pollution of water by any other
pollutants or groups of pollutants, including any pollution which occurs as a result of accidents.

10 In preparing its proposals under paragraphs 6 and 7, the Commission shall also review
all the Directives listed in Annex IX. It shall propose, by the deadline in paragraph 8, a revision
of the controls in Annex IX for all those substances which are included in the list of priority
substances and shall propose the appropriate measures including the possible repeal of the
controls under Annex IX for all other substances.

All the controls in Annex IX for which revisions are proposed shall be repealed by the
date of entry into force of those revisions.

11 The list of priority substances of substances mentioned in paragraphs 2 and 3 proposed
by the Commission shall, on its adoption by the European Parliament and the Council, become
Annex X to this Directive. Its revision mentioned in paragraph 4 shall follow the same
procedure.



Directive 2000/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October...
Document Generated: 2023-10-10

3

Status: EU Directives are being published on this site to aid cross referencing from UK legislation. After
IP completion day (31 December 2020 11pm) no further amendments will be applied to this version.

Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Directive 2013/39/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 12 August

2013 amending Directives 2000/60/EC and 2008/105/EC as regards priority substances in the field of
water policy (Text with EEA relevance).

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2013/39
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2013/39
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2013/39


4 Directive 2000/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October...
Document Generated: 2023-10-10

Status: EU Directives are being published on this site to aid cross referencing from UK legislation. After
IP completion day (31 December 2020 11pm) no further amendments will be applied to this version.

(1) OJ L 84, 5.4.1993, p. 1.
(2) OJ L 230, 19.8.1991, p. 1. Directive as last amended by Directive 98/47/EC (OJ L 191, 7.7.1998,

p. 50).
(3) OJ L 123, 24.4.1998, p. 1.
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