
Status: EU Directives are being published on this site to aid cross referencing from UK legislation. After
IP completion day (31 December 2020 11pm) no further amendments will be applied to this version.

Directive 98/70/EC of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 13 October 1998 relating to the quality of petrol
and diesel fuels and amending Council Directive 93/12/EEC

[F1Article 4

Diesel fuel

1 Member States shall ensure that diesel fuel may be placed on the market in their
territory only if it complies with the specifications set out in Annex II.

Notwithstanding the requirements of Annex II, Member States may permit the placing
on the market of diesel with a fatty acid methyl ester (FAME) content greater than 7 %.

Member States shall ensure the provision of appropriate information to consumers
concerning the biofuel, in particular FAME, content of diesel fuel.

2 Member States shall ensure that, no later than from 1 January 2008, gas oils intended
for use by non-road mobile machinery (including inland waterway vessels), agricultural and
forestry tractors and recreational craft may be placed on the market within their territory only
if the sulphur content of those gas oils does not exceed 1 000 mg/kg. From 1 January 2011, the
maximum permissible sulphur content of those gas oils shall be 10 mg/kg. Member States shall
ensure that liquid fuels other than those gas oils may be used in inland waterway vessels and
recreational craft only if the sulphur content of those liquid fuels does not exceed the maximum
permissible content of those gas oils.

However, in order to accommodate minor contamination in the supply chain, Member
States may, from 1 January 2011, permit gas oil intended for use by non-road mobile
machinery (including inland waterway vessels), agricultural and forestry tractors and
recreational craft to contain up to 20 mg/kg of sulphur at the point of final distribution
to end users. Member States may also permit the continued placing on the market until
31 December 2011 of gas oil containing up to 1 000 mg/kg sulphur for rail vehicles
and agricultural and forestry tractors, provided that they can ensure that the proper
functioning of emissions control systems will not be compromised.

3 Member States may, for the outermost regions, make specific provision for the
introduction of diesel fuel and gas oils with a maximum sulphur content of 10 mg/kg. Member
States making use of this provision shall inform the Commission accordingly.

4 For Member States with severe winter weather, the maximum distillation point of 65
% at 250 °C for diesel fuels and gas oils may be replaced by a maximum distillation point of
10 % (vol/vol) at 180 °C.]

Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Directive 2009/30/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 April 2009

amending Directive 98/70/EC as regards the specification of petrol, diesel and gas-oil and introducing
a mechanism to monitor and reduce greenhouse gas emissions and amending Council Directive
1999/32/EC as regards the specification of fuel used by inland waterway vessels and repealing
Directive 93/12/EEC (Text with EEA relevance).
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