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Directive 98/70/EC of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 13 October 1998 relating to the quality of petrol
and diesel fuels and amending Council Directive 93/12/EEC

Article 3

Petrol

1 No later than 1 January 2000, Member States shall prohibit the marketing of leaded
petrol within their territory.

[F12 Member States shall ensure that petrol may be placed on the market within their
territory only if it complies with the environmental specifications set out in Annex I.

However, Member States may, for the outermost regions, make specific provisions for
the introduction of petrol with a maximum sulphur content of 10 mg/kg. Member States
making use of this provision shall inform the Commission accordingly.

3 Member States shall require suppliers to ensure the placing on the market of petrol
with a maximum oxygen content of 2,7 % and a maximum ethanol content of 5 % until 2013
and may require the placing on the market of such petrol for a longer period if they consider it
necessary. They shall ensure the provision of appropriate information to consumers concerning
the biofuel content of petrol and, in particular, on the appropriate use of different blends of petrol.

4 Member States with low ambient summer temperatures may, subject to paragraph 5,
permit the placing on the market during the summer period of petrol with a maximum vapour
pressure of 70 kPa.

Member States in which the derogation referred to in the first subparagraph is not
applied may, subject to paragraph 5, permit the placing on the market during the summer
period of petrol containing ethanol with a maximum vapour pressure of 60 kPa and in
addition the permitted vapour pressure waiver specified in Annex III, on condition that
the ethanol used is a biofuel.

5 Where Member States wish to apply either of the derogations provided for in
paragraph 4, they shall notify the Commission and provide all relevant information. The
Commission shall assess the desirability and duration of the derogation, taking account of both:

a the avoidance of socioeconomic problems resulting from higher vapour pressure,
including time-limited technical adaptation needs; and

b the environmental or health consequences of the higher vapour pressure and, in
particular, the impact on compliance with Community legislation on air quality, both in
the Member State concerned and in other Member States.

If the Commission's assessment shows that the derogation will result in a lack of
compliance with Community legislation on air quality or air pollution, including the
relevant limit values and emissions ceilings, the application shall be rejected. The
Commission should also take account of relevant target values.

Where the Commission has raised no objections within six months of receipt of all
relevant information, the Member State concerned may apply the requested derogation.

6 Notwithstanding paragraph 1, Member States may continue to permit the marketing
of small quantities of leaded petrol, with a lead content not exceeding 0,15 g/l, to a maximum of
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0,03 % of total sales, to be used by old vehicles of a characteristic nature and to be distributed
through special interest groups.]
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Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Directive 2009/30/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 April 2009

amending Directive 98/70/EC as regards the specification of petrol, diesel and gas-oil and introducing
a mechanism to monitor and reduce greenhouse gas emissions and amending Council Directive
1999/32/EC as regards the specification of fuel used by inland waterway vessels and repealing
Directive 93/12/EEC (Text with EEA relevance).

F2 Deleted by Directive 2009/30/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 April 2009
amending Directive 98/70/EC as regards the specification of petrol, diesel and gas-oil and introducing
a mechanism to monitor and reduce greenhouse gas emissions and amending Council Directive
1999/32/EC as regards the specification of fuel used by inland waterway vessels and repealing
Directive 93/12/EEC (Text with EEA relevance).
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