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Council Directive 96/93/EC of 17 December 1996 on the
certification of animals and animal products (repealed)

Article 5

1 Member States shall introduce such checks and have such control measures taken
as are necessary to prevent the issuing of false or misleading certification and the fraudulent
production or use of certificates purported to be issued for the purposes of veterinary legislation.

2 Without prejudice to any legal proceedings or penalties, the competent authorities shall
carry out investigations or checks and take appropriate measures to penalize any instances of
false or misleading certification which are brought to their attention. Such measures may include
the temporary suspension of the certifying officers from their duties until the investigation is
over.

In particular, if it is found in the course of the checks that:
a a certifying officer has knowingly issued a fraudulent certificate, the competent

authority shall take all necessary steps to ensure, as far as is possible, that the person
concerned cannot repeat the offence;

b an individual or an undertaking has made fraudulent use of or has altered an official
certificate, the competent authority shall take all necessary measures to ensure, as far as
is possible, that the individual or undertaking cannot repeat the offence. Such measures
may include a refusal subsequently to issue an official certificate to the person or
undertaking concerned.


