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European Parliament and Council Directive 94/62/EC of
20 December 1994 on packaging and packaging waste

[F1Article 5

Reuse

1 In line with the waste hierarchy laid down in Article 4 of Directive 2008/98/EC,
Member States shall take measures to encourage the increase in the share of reusable packaging
placed on the market and of systems to reuse packaging in an environmentally sound manner and
in conformity with the Treaty, without compromising food hygiene or the safety of consumers.
Such measures may include, inter alia:

a the use of deposit-return schemes;
b the setting of qualitative or quantitative targets;
c the use of economic incentives;
d the setting up of a minimum percentage of reusable packaging placed on the market

every year for each packaging stream.

2 A Member State may decide to attain an adjusted level of the targets referred to in
points (f) to (i) of Article 6(1) for a given year by taking into account the average share, in the
preceding three years, of reusable sales packaging placed on the market for the first time and
reused as part of a system to reuse packaging.

The adjusted level shall be calculated by subtracting:
a from the targets laid down in points (f) and (h) of Article 6(1), the share of the reusable

sales packaging referred to in the first subparagraph of this paragraph in all sales
packaging placed on the market, and

b from the targets laid down in points (g) and (i) of Article 6(1), the share of the reusable
sales packaging referred to in the first subparagraph of this paragraph, composed of the
respective packaging material, in all sales packaging composed of that material placed
on the market.

No more than five percentage points of such share shall be taken into account for the
calculation of the respective adjusted target level.

3 A Member State may take into account the amounts of wooden packaging that is
repaired for reuse in the calculation of the targets laid down in point (f), point (g)(ii), point (h)
and point (i)(ii) of Article 6(1).

4 In order to ensure uniform conditions for the application of paragraphs 2 and 3 of this
Article, the Commission shall adopt by 31 March 2019 implementing acts establishing rules for
the calculation, verification and reporting of data, and for the calculation of the targets pursuant
to paragraph 3 of this Article. Those implementing acts shall be adopted in accordance with the
examination procedure referred to in Article 21(2).

5 By 31 December 2024, the Commission shall examine data on reusable packaging
provided by Member States in accordance with Article 12 and Annex III with a view to
considering the feasibility of setting quantitative targets on reuse of packaging, including the
calculation rules, and any further measures to promote reuse of packaging. To that end, the
Commission shall submit a report to the European Parliament and to the Council, accompanied,
if appropriate, by a legislative proposal.]
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Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Directive (EU) 2018/852 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 May

2018 amending Directive 94/62/EC on packaging and packaging waste (Text with EEA relevance).
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