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European Parliament and Council Directive 94/62/EC of
20 December 1994 on packaging and packaging waste

[F1Article 4

Prevention

[F21 Member States shall ensure that, in addition to the measures taken in accordance
with Article 9, other preventive measures are implemented in order to prevent generation of
packaging waste and to minimise the environmental impact of packaging.

Such other preventive measures may consist of national programmes, incentives through
extended producer responsibility schemes to minimise the environmental impact of
packaging, or similar actions adopted, if appropriate, in consultation with economic
operators, and consumer and environmental organisations, and designed to bring
together and take advantage of the many initiatives taken within Member States as
regards prevention.

Member States shall make use of economic instruments and other measures to provide
incentives for the application of the waste hierarchy such as those indicated in Annex
IVa to Directive 2008/98/EC or other appropriate instruments and measures.]
[F31a Member States shall take measures to achieve a sustained reduction in the
consumption of lightweight plastic carrier bags on their territory.

Those measures may include the use of national reduction targets, maintaining or
introducing economic instruments as well as marketing restrictions in derogation from
Article 18, provided that these restrictions are proportionate and non-discriminatory.

Such measures may vary depending on the environmental impact of lightweight plastic
carrier bags when they are recovered or disposed of, their composting properties,
durability or specific intended use.

The measures taken by Member States shall include either or both of the following:
a the adoption of measures ensuring that the annual consumption level does not exceed

90 lightweight plastic carrier bags per person by 31 December 2019 and 40 lightweight
plastic carrier bags per person by 31 December 2025, or equivalent targets set in weight.
Very lightweight plastic carrier bags may be excluded from national consumption
objectives;

b the adoption of instruments ensuring that, by 31 December 2018, lightweight plastic
carrier bags are not provided free of charge at the point of sale of goods or products,
unless equally effective instruments are implemented. Very lightweight plastic carrier
bags may be excluded from those measures.

From 27 May 2018 Member States shall report on the annual consumption of
lightweight plastic carrier bags when providing data on packaging and packaging waste
to the Commission in accordance with Article 12.

By 27 May 2016, the Commission shall adopt an implementing act laying down the
methodology for the calculation of the annual consumption of lightweight plastic carrier
bags per person and adapting the reporting formats adopted under Article 12(3). That
implementing act shall be adopted in accordance with the regulatory procedure referred
to in Article 21(2).
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1b Without prejudice to Article 15, Member States may take measures such as economic
instruments and national reduction targets, as regards any kind of plastic carrier bags, regardless
of their wall thickness.

1c The Commission and the Member States shall, at least during the first year following
the 27 November 2016, actively encourage public information and awareness campaigns
concerning the adverse environmental impact of the excessive consumption of lightweight
plastic carrier bags.]

2 The Commission shall help to promote prevention by encouraging the development of
suitable European standards, in accordance with Article 10. The standards shall aim to minimise
the environmental impact of packaging in accordance with Articles 9 and 10.]
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Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Directive 2004/12/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 February

2004 amending Directive 94/62/EC on packaging and packaging waste.
F2 Substituted by Directive (EU) 2018/852 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 May

2018 amending Directive 94/62/EC on packaging and packaging waste (Text with EEA relevance).
F3 Inserted by Directive (EU) 2015/720 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 29 April 2015

amending Directive 94/62/EC as regards reducing the consumption of lightweight plastic carrier bags
(Text with EEA relevance).

F4 Deleted by Directive (EU) 2018/852 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 May 2018
amending Directive 94/62/EC on packaging and packaging waste (Text with EEA relevance).
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