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COMMISSION DIRECTIVE

of 13 May 1965
on the procedure to be followed as regards delivery of opinions on the official approval

of slaughterhouses and cutting plants in intra-Community trade in fresh meat
(65/276/EEC)

Whereas , in view of the particular importance for
intra-Community trade, from the health protection
and economic standpoints , of any questions raised
relating to an establishment, the inspection should be
made as promptly as possible;

Whereas the Commission should provide the experts
with a document authorizing them to make an in
spection, so that the latter may justify their interven
tion, in particular in relation to the management of
the establishment which has been called in question;

Whereas the Commission has to inform the Member
State responsible for approving the establishment
which has been called in question that an inspection
is to be made of that establishment, in order that the
Member State may take any appropriate steps and
may ensure in particular that the establishment and
the official veterinary services afford the experts all
the facilities they need to carry out such investiga
tions as the latter consider necessary;

Whereas the experts must deliver their opinion as
promptly as possible, since the decision on a request
by a Member State depends on it;

Whereas, since the experts will be acting at the re
quest of the Commission, their travel and subsistence
expenses must be reimbursed in accordance with the
rates appropriate to outside consultants , as well as
any additional expenses of the inspection, together
with the appropriate fees ;

Whereas , in accordance with the provisions of the
said Directive of 26 June 1964, the Member States
have been consulted on the measures provided for in
this Directive,

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN
COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the Euro
pean Economic Community;

Having regard to the Council Directive of 26 June
19641 on health problems affecting intra-Community
trade in fresh meat, and in particular Article 4 (3)
thereof;

Whereas Article 4 (3) of the abovementioned Direc
tive laid down that the Commission has the duty,
if so requested by a Member State, to have a slaugh
terhouse or cutting plant which has been officially
approved by another Member State inspected by one
or more experts to establish whether the conditions
governing such approval are observed ; whereas this
inspection arises when the Member State requesting
it considers that such conditions are not being ob
served by the establishment in question, and when
it is doubtful whether an approach in the first in
stance to the Member State on whose territory that
establishment is situated would have the desired re
sults ;

Whereas , under the same provision, the Commission,
having found that the conditions governing approval
of an establishment are not or are no longer observed,
has then, at the request of the Member State respon
sible for approval, to have an inspection made by one
or more experts to see whether such conditions ' are
once again being observed;

Whereas, in accordance with the said Directive, it is
for the Commission to lay down general rules as to
the procedure for these inspections ;

Whereas the Commission is therefore responsible for
appointing the experts from among those proposed
by the Member States on the basis of their qualifica
tions; '

HAS ADOPTED THIS DIRECTIVE :

Article 1

1 . Where, at the request of a Member State and in
accordance with Article 4 (3 ) of the Directive of
26 June 1964 on health problems affecting intra1 OJ No 121 , 29.7.1964, p . 2012/64.
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Community trade in fresh meat, the Commission
seeks the opinion of one or more veterinary experts,
it shall ensure that this opinion is delivered in ac
cordance with the following Articles .

gations as are necessary for the delivery of his
opinion,

. (d) inform the competent central authority of the
Member State in whose territory the establish
ment called in question is situated that the in
spection is to be made, and communicate to it
the names and addresses of the experts instruc
ted for this purpose .

2 . For the purposes of this Directive :

Article 4

(a) 'Requesting Member State' means a Member
State which asks the Commission for a decision
pursuant to Article 4 (3) of the Directive re
ferred to in paragraph 1 (authorization to sus
pend imports of meat, or withdrawal of such
authorization) .

(b) 'Establishment called in question' means a
slaughterhouse or cutting plant in respect of
which a decision has been requested (authori
zation to suspend imports of meat, or withdraw
al of such authorization) pursuant to Article 4
(3) of the Directive referred to in paragraph 1 .

The competent central authority of the Member State
in whose territory the establishment called in ques
tion is situated shall ensure that the management of
such establishment and the competent veterinary
service :

(a) are forthwith informed of the inspection which
is to be made and of the names and addresses
of the experts instructed in accordance with Ar
ticle 3 (2) (a) ;

(b) provide each expert in possession of the docu
ment referred to in Article 3 (2) (c) with all
facilities for inspecting the establishment so as
to determine whether the conditions laid down
for official approval in Annex I , Chapters I , II
and III to the Directive referred to in Article
1(1) are being observed.

Article 2

Article 5

1 . Each Member State shall propose to the Commis
sion not less than two veterinary experts whose com
petence is beyond doubt, and shall communicate to
it their names, their special fields , their exact addres
ses and telephone numbers.

2 . The experts who may be instructed to deliver
opinions shall be appointed, with their agreement, by
the Commission in the light of the proposals referred
to in paragraph 1 .

3 . Should a Member State consider that one of the
experts proposed by it should no longer be entrusted
with the delivery of opinions , it shall so inform the
Commission . If the number of experts would thereby
fall below the minimum provided for in paragraph 1 ,
the Member State shall propose one or more replace
ments to the Commission .

With the least possible delay the experts shall pro
ceed to the establishment called in question and com
municate the opinion requested to the Commission in
writing, using the specimen form set out in the An
nex to this Directive.

Article 6

Article 3

1 . The experts may not use information acquired in
the exercise of or incidentally to their function as
experts , except for the delivery of the opinion, and
shall be bound not to divulge such information.

2 . Member States shall take all appropriate steps to
impose penalties for infringement of the provisions of
paragraph 1 .

Article 7

1 . A request in writing for a decision within the
meaning of the second and third subparagraphs of
Article 4 (3) of the Directive referred to in Article 1
( 1 ) shall be forwarded to the Commission by the
requesting Member State and shall specify the rea
sons for the request.

2 . On receipt of a request in accordance with para
graph 1 , the Commission shall :
(a) forthwith instruct one or more experts, not

of the nationality of one of the Member States
involved, to deliver an opinion,

(b) communicate to each expert thus called upon
the reasons which have led the requesting Mem
ber State to make its request to the Commission,

<c) provide each expert called upon with a docu
ment authorizing him to carry out such investi

Each expert shall , for the delivery of an opinion, re
ceive from the Commission emoluments calculated as
follows :

(a) a fixed fee of 125 units of account ;
(b) travel and subsistence expenses determined in

accordance with the regulations of the Commis
sion applicable to outside consultants ;

(c) on the production of supporting documents, any
additional expenses incurred in delivering the
opinion.
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Article 9If the expert so requests, he may be granted an ad
vance for travel and subsistence expenses . This Directive is addressed to the Member States .

Article 8
Brussels, 13 May 1965 .

For the Commission

The President

Walter HALLSTEIN

Member States shall, not later than 30 June 1965 ,
bring into force the laws, regulations or administra
tive provisions required in order to conform to this
Directive and shall forthwith notify the Commission
thereof.
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ANNEX

Specimen form of opinion provided for in Article 5

Opinion of Veterinary Expert
concerning conditions for official approval of slaughterhouses and cutting plants

for trade in fresh meat within the EEC

Name of veterinary expert

Nationality ,

Address ;

Telephone number

Slaughterhouse1 - Cutting plant1 - called in question

- Member State

- Name and address of the establishment .

Veterinary inspection number

Nature of objections raised

Called in question by !
(Member State)

The Commission of the European Economic Community has requested the opinion of

Investigation opened on ; at hours _

Investigation closed on at hours _

Result of investigations

(Place) (Date)

(Signature of veterinary expert)

1 Delete as appropriate.


