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ANNEX 1(a)

CONVENTION on the protection and promotion of the diversity of cultural expressions

VII.
FINAL CLAUSES

Article 25

Settlement of disputes

1 In the event of a dispute between Parties to this Convention concerning the
interpretation or the application of the Convention, the Parties shall seek a solution by
negotiation.

2 If the Parties concerned cannot reach agreement by negotiation, they may jointly seek
the good offices of, or request mediation by, a third party.

3 If good offices or mediation are not undertaken or if there is no settlement by
negotiation, good offices or mediation, a Party may have recourse to conciliation in accordance
with the procedure laid down in the Annex of this Convention. The Parties shall consider in
good faith the proposal made by the Conciliation Commission for the resolution of the dispute.

4 Each Party may, at the time of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, declare
that it does not recognize the conciliation procedure provided for above. Any Party having made
such a declaration may, at any time, withdraw this declaration by notification to the Director-
General of Unesco.

Article 26

Ratification, acceptance, approval or accession by Member States

1 This Convention shall be subject to ratification, acceptance, approval or accession by
Member States of Unesco in accordance with their respective constitutional procedures.

2 The instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession shall be deposited
with the Director-General of Unesco.

Article 27

Accession

1 This Convention shall be open to accession by all States not Members of Unesco but
members of the United Nations, or of any of its specialized agencies, that are invited by the
General Conference of Unesco to accede to it.

2 This Convention shall also be open to accession by territories which enjoy full internal
self-government recognized as such by the United Nations, but which have not attained full
independence in accordance with General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV), and which have
competence over the matters governed by this Convention, including the competence to enter
into treaties in respect of such matters.
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3 The following provisions apply to regional economic integration organizations:

4 The instrument of accession shall be deposited with the Director-General of Unesco.

Article 28

Point of contact

Upon becoming Parties to this Convention, each Party shall designate a point of contact as
referred to in Article 9.

Article 29

Entry into force

1 This Convention shall enter into force three months after the date of deposit of the
thirtieth instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, but only with respect to
those States or regional economic integration organizations that have deposited their respective
instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval, or accession on or before that date. It shall
enter into force with respect to any other Party three months after the deposit of its instrument
of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession.

2 For the purposes of this Article, any instrument deposited by a regional economic
integration organization shall not be counted as additional to those deposited by Member States
of the organization.

Article 30

Federal or non-unitary constitutional systems

Recognizing that international agreements are equally binding on Parties regardless of their
constitutional systems, the following provisions shall apply to Parties which have a federal or
non-unitary constitutional system:

(a) with regard to the provisions of this Convention, the implementation of which comes
under the legal jurisdiction of the federal or central legislative power, the obligations
of the federal or central government shall be the same as for those Parties which are
not federal States;

(b) with regard to the provisions of the Convention, the implementation of which
comes under the jurisdiction of individual constituent units such as States, counties,
provinces, or cantons which are not obliged by the constitutional system of the
federation to take legislative measures, the federal government shall inform, as
necessary, the competent authorities of constituent units such as States, counties,
provinces or cantons of the said provisions, with its recommendation for their
adoption.

Article 31

Denunciation

1 Any Party to this Convention may denounce this Convention.
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2 The denunciation shall be notified by an instrument in writing deposited with the
Director-General of Unesco.

3 The denunciation shall take effect 12 months after the receipt of the instrument of
denunciation. It shall in no way affect the financial obligations of the Party denouncing the
Convention until the date on which the withdrawal takes effect.

Article 32

Depositary functions

The Director-General of Unesco, as the depositary of this Convention, shall inform the Member
States of the Organization, the States not members of the Organization and regional economic
integration organizations referred to in Article 27, as well as the United Nations, of the deposit
of all the instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession provided for in Articles
26 and 27, and of the denunciations provided for in Article 31.

Article 33

Amendments

1 A Party to this Convention may, by written communication addressed to the
Director-General, propose amendments to this Convention. The Director-General shall circulate
such communication to all Parties. If, within six months from the date of dispatch of the
communication, no less than one half of the Parties reply favourably to the request, the
Director-General shall present such proposal to the next session of the Conference of Parties
for discussion and possible adoption.

2 Amendments shall be adopted by a two-thirds majority of Parties present and voting.

3 Once adopted, amendments to this Convention shall be submitted to the Parties for
ratification, acceptance, approval or accession.

4 For Parties which have ratified, accepted, approved or acceded to them, amendments
to this Convention shall enter into force three months after the deposit of the instruments referred
to in paragraph 3 of this Article by two-thirds of the Parties. Thereafter, for each Party that
ratifies, accepts, approves or accedes to an amendment, the said amendment shall enter into force
three months after the date of deposit by that Party of its instrument of ratification, acceptance,
approval or accession.

5 The procedure set out in paragraphs 3 and 4 shall not apply to amendments to Article
23 concerning the number of Members of the Intergovernmental Committee. These amendments
shall enter into force at the time they are adopted.

6 A State or a regional economic integration organization referred to in Article 27 which
becomes a Party to this Convention after the entry into force of amendments in conformity with
paragraph 4 of this Article shall, failing an expression of different intention, be considered to be:
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Article 34

Authoritative texts

This Convention has been drawn up in Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish,
all six texts being equally authoritative.

Article 35

Registration

In conformity with Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations, this Convention shall be
registered with the Secretariat of the United Nations at the request of the Director-General of
Unesco.
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