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COUNCIL

COUNCIL DECISION

of 17 May 2004

on the conclusion of an Agreement between the European Community and the United States of
America on the processing and transfer of PNR data by Air Carriers to the United States

Department of Homeland Security, Bureau of Customs and Border Protection

(2004/496/EC)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community, and in particular Article 95 thereof, in conjunction
with the first sentence of the first subparagraph of Article 300
(2) thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission,

Whereas:

(1) On 23 February 2004 the Council authorised the
Commission to negotiate, on behalf of the Community,
an Agreement with the United States of America on the
processing and transfer of PNR data by Air Carriers to
the United States Department of Homeland Security,
Bureau of Customs and Border Protection.

(2) The European Parliament has not given an Opinion
within the time-limit which, pursuant to the first subpar-
agraph of Article 300(3) of the Treaty, the Council laid
down in view of the urgent need to remedy the situation
of uncertainty in which airlines and passengers found
themselves, as well as to protect the financial interests
of those concerned.

(3) This Agreement should be approved,

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS:

Article 1

The Agreement between the European Community and the
United States of America on the processing and transfer of
PNR data by Air Carriers to the United States Department of
Homeland Security, Bureau of Customs and Border Protection is
hereby approved on behalf of the Community.

The text of the Agreement is attached to this Decision.

Article 2

The President of the Council is hereby authorised to designate
the person(s) empowered to sign the Agreement on behalf of
the European Community.

Done at Brussels, 17 May 2004.

For the Council
The President
B. COWEN
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