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▼B

COMMISSION DECISION

of 4 September 1996

on animal health requirements and veterinary certification for
imports into the Community of ova and embryos of the equine

species

(Text with EEA relevance)

(96/540/EC)

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Community,

Having regard to Council Directive 92/65/EEC of 13 July 1992, laying
down animal health requirements governing trade in and imports into
the Community of animals, semen, ova and embryos not subjected to
animal health requirements laid down in specific Community rules
referred to in Annex A (I) to Directive 90/425/EEC (1), as last amended
by Commission Decision 95/176/EC (2), and in particular Articles 17
and 18 thereof,

Whereas by Decision 94/63/EC (3) the Commission drew up a provi-
sional list of third countries from where Member States authorize the
imports of semen, ova and embryos of the ovine, caprine and equine
species, ova and embryos of the porcine species;

Whereas in Annex D of Directive 92/65/EEC the Council laid down
sanitary conditions for the collection, processing storage and transport
of ova and embryos and health conditions applied to the donor mares;
whereas, however, for imports into the Community of ova and embryos
of the equine species it is necessary to require additional guarantees in
particular as regards the official veterinary supervision of collection
teams;

Whereas the animal health requirements for imports of ova and embryos
of the equine species must take into account the different conditions
under which ova and embryos have been collected, processed and stored
or embryos have been produced;

Whereas certain infectious diseases of equidae are transmissible via ova
and embryos; whereas therefore specific animal health tests are required
to identify such diseases which must be carried out prior to the collec-
tion of ova and embryos;

Whereas the measures provided for in this Decision are in accordance
with the opinion of the Standing Veterinary Committee,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION:

Article 1

Member States shall authorize the imports of ova and embryos of the
equine species complying with the requirements set up in the specimen
animal health certificate in the Annex and accompanied by such a
certificate duly completed.

Article 2

The Decision is applicable from 1 October 1996.

Article 3

The Decision is addressed to all Member States.

(1) OJ No L 268, 14. 9. 1992, p. 54.
(2) OJ No L 117, 24. 5. 1995, p. 23.
(3) OJ No L 28, 2. 2. 1994, p. 47.
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▼B 13.2.4. have been kept prior to the collection in holdings free from clinical signs of contagious equine
metritis for 60 days,

13.2.5. have been subjected to the following health tests:

13.2.5.1. an agargel- immunodiffusion test (Coggins test) for equine infectious anaemia carried out with
negative result on a blood sample taken on .............................. (2) during the past 30 days prior to

collection ►
(1)

(5) ◄ ;

13.2.5.2. a test for contagious equine metritis carried out by isolation of Taylorella equigenitalis on two
occasions with an interval of seven days from genital swabs taken at least from the clitorial fossa and
the clitorial sinuses on .............................. (2) and on .............................. (2) and on at least one
occasion from swabs taken from the the endometrium during early oestrus on .............................. (2)
during 30 days prior to collection of ova/embryos (1);

13.2.6. have not been used for natural breeding during the period of 30 days prior to the collection;

13.2.7. to the best of my knowledge and as far as I could ascertain, have not been in contact with equidae
suffering from an infectious or contagious disease during the 15 days immediately preceding the
collection;

13.2.8. have on the day of collection not shown clinical signs of an infectious or contagious disease; 13.3.
the semen used for the artificial insemination of the donor mares complies the requirements of
Directive 92/65/EEC (3);

13.4. the ova used for the in vivo production of embryos comply the requirements of Directive 92/65/EEC
and in particular the requirements set up in 13.1. and 13.2. of this certificate (1);

13.5. ova/embryos (1) were collected, processed and stored according to the requirements of Annex D of
Directive 92/65/EEC and:

13.5.1. they did not come into contact with other ova or embryos which do not meet the requirements of
Directive 92/65/EEC,

13.5.2. products of animal origin used during their collection and processing and in the transport medium
were obtained from sources which present no risk to spread contagious or infectious diseases to
equidae or other species, or they were treated prior to use so that such risk of spread is prevented,

13.5.3. the zona pellucida was examined after washing over its entire surface area under a magnification of
at least 5O and proved to be intact and free from adherent material,

13.5.4. ova/embryos (1) were frozen in alcohol (1) or fresh liquid nitrogen (1) without delay, (1)

13.6. ova/embryos (1) have been stored at a suitable temperature in approved premises by use of cryogenic
agent which had not been used previously for other products of animal origin,

13.7. ova/embryos (1) will be dispatched in containers according to Annex D of Directive 92/65/EEC;

Done at .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , on .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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(Signature of the official veterinarian)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(Name andqualificationinblockletters)

(1) Delete as appropriate.
(2) Tnsert date.
(3) Cross out the programmes that do not apply to the consignment.
(4) The signature and the stamp must be in colour different to that of the printing.

►
(1)

(5) The agargel-immunodiffusion test (Coggins test) for equine infectious anamia is not required for donor equidæ which
have residede in Iceland from birth and it is certified that Iceland is officially free of equine infectious anæmia. ◄

►
(1)

M1

►
(1)

C1


