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II

(Acts whose publication is not obligatory)

COUNCIL

COUNCIL DECISION

of 23 Julv 1981

on the implementation of a pilot experiment relating to a Community system of information
on accidents involving products outside the spheres of occupational activities and road

traffic

( 81 /623 EEC)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES , Whereas traffic accidents and accidents occurring in the
course of occupational activities are already under
survey ; whereas, apart from road traffic accidents and
those occurring in the course of occupational activities ,
the number of accidents involving products , particularly
in the home and its immediate vicinity , has reached
alarming proportions ;

Whereas , with a view to defining priorities for measures
aimed at the introduction of the said rules and
procedures, it would therefore be appropriate for there
to be an objective system to collect information on such
accidents ; whereas such a system should as far as
possible reflect the situation in the Community ;

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Economic Community , and in particular Articles 213
and 235 thereof.

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission ,

Having regard to the opinion of the European
Parliament ('),

Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and
Social Committee ( 2 ),

Whereas, pursuant to the preliminary programme of the
European Economic Community for a consumer
protection and information policy- ( 3 ), products offered
to consumers must be such that they present no risk to
their health or safety ; whereas , in the event of their
presenting such risks there should be special rules or
appropriate procedures for informing the consumer
thereof, improving the conditions of use of the
products, or withdrawing them from the market;

Whereas an information system of this type should
enable the Commission to put before the Council
appropriate proposals to prevent accidents involving
products ;

Whereas, prior to a final decision on the setting up of
such a system, as described in Annex 1 , a pilot
experiment should be implemented to test the operation
of the system and establish parameters for it ;

t 1 ) OJ No C 127 , 21 . 5 . 1979 , p . 71 .
( 2 ) OJ No C 128 , 21 . 5 . 1979 , p . 39 .
( 3 ) OJ No C 92 , 25.4 . 1975 , p . 1 .

Whereas this pilot experiment would appear necessary
in order to achieve one of the Community 's objectives
as regards the protection and information of consumers ;
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Article 4

The programme shall be as follows :

whereas the Treaty provides no specific powers for this
purpose ;

Whereas, moreover, an advisory committee should be
set up at the Commission to advise on any problems
connected with the administration of the pilot
experiment,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION:

1 . The pilot experiment referred to in Annex II shall be
carried out over a period of 30 months .

2 . On the basis of the results obtained during the pilot
experiment and after consulting the advisory com
mittee referred to in Article 6 , the Commission shall
submit proposals on the follow-up to the project in
time to enable the Council to take a decision on
them, where appropriate, for the continuity of oper
ations to be guaranteed.

3 . The pilot experiment shall commence on 1 January
1982 .

Article 1

Article 5

The Commission shall be responsible for the
administration of the pilot experiment and for
utilization of the results at Community level .

1 . A pilot experiment shall be conducted prior to the
possible introduction of a Community information
system relating to accidents in which products are
involved outside the spheres of occupational activities
and road traffic .

2 . The aim of the pilot experiment is to determine the
features of the information system contemplated and to
test its operation in a limited number of accident cases.
When carrying out the experiment, Member States shall
comply, as far as possible with the indicative features of
the possible information system as given in Annex I and
with Article 4 ; each national contribution to the pilot
experiment shall be based on data from a population
sample which are as comparable and as representative
as possible. All the data relating to this sample shall be
forwarded .

Article 6

Article 2

1 . An advisory committee on the pilot experiment,
hereinafter called ' the Committee', shall be set up at the
Commission ; it shall consist of two representatives per
Member State and have a representative of the
Commission as chairman . The representatives of the
Member States may be accompanied by experts , of
whom there may be two per Member State.

2 . The Committee may examine any problem relating
to the administration of the pilot project, especially in
connection with the points listed in Annex III , which is
referred to it by its chairman either on his own initiative
or at the request of a representative of a Member State .

3 . The Commission shall provide the secretariat for the
Committee .

The Member States gather the information necessary
for implementation of the pilot experiment and
communicate it to the Commission .

However, the Commission can accept that a Member
State, which might not be able to communicate to it
information in accordance with the features appearing
in Annex I, shall provide it with such information as
the national conditions allow that State to gather during
the period of the pilot experiment . Article 7

This Decision is addressed to the Member States .

Article 3

Done at Brussels , 23 July 1981 .
Each Member State shall designate the national
authority responsible for gathering the information
referred to in Article 2 and communicating it to the
Commission and inform the Commission thereof.
However , two or more Member States may associate
with a view to implementing this Decision .

For the Council

The President

N. LAWSON
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ANNEX I

INDICATIVE FEATURES OF THE INFORMATION SYSTEM CONTEMPLATED

1 . The information system contemplated shall apply to accidents in homes and their immediate
surroundings , including gardens, yards and garages, following which medical care is given .

2 . Data shall be collected from hospitals , poison antidote centres, doctors or any body capable of
meeting the operating requirements of the information system.

3 . The data collected shall be as reliable as possible and give as representative a picture as possible of
the national situation .

They shall include information relating to the following:

— identification of the accident ( in particular : Member State in which the information originated,
place where the information was collected, date , serial number, sex and date of birth of victim),

— location of the accident ( e.g. : kitchen, bathroom, . . .),

— products involved.

— type of accident e.g. : fall , explosion, poisoning, . . .),

— type of injur)' ( e.g. : fracture, dislocation , burn , . . .),

— part of the body injured ( e.g. : head, neck, digestive system , hand, . . .),

— the activity in progress at the time of the accident ( e.g. : cleaning, do-it-yourself work, children's
games, . . .),

— arrangements relating to the victim: in particular medical treatment ( at home or in hospital);
duration of hospital treatment ; whether victim died in hospital or was dead on arrival at
hospital .

This information shall be coded in accordance with a system harmonized at Community level .

In addition to this information an accident report shall be drawn up describing in greater detail
what the victim was doing at the time of the accident, the circumstances of the accident and the
characteristics of the products involved ; this additional information shall also be coded.

Appropriate measures shall be taken in connection with the administration of the information
system, to ensure a gradual improvement in the data as regards reliability , representativity and
utilization of the results.

4 . To be significant , the size of the Community sample, estimated on the basis of preparatory work,
should be about 320 000 accident cases per year , to be divided proportionally between the
population of the Member States .
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ANNEX II

AIMS AND PROGRAMME OF THE PILOT EXPERIMENT

The aim of the pilot experiment shall be to determine the features of the information system envisaged
and to test its operation on the basis of a limited number of the 320 000 accident cases per year
envisaged in Annex 1 (4). The project shall include the following operations :

( a ) design of a coding system, harmonized at Community level , permitting uniform presentation of the
• data referred to in Annex 1 ( 3 );

( b ) adaptation or development of data- processing methods ( software and hardware) in the Member
States and at the Commission ;

( c) study and perfection by the Commission of the various methods of processing statistics used;

( d ) selection of data-collecting centres to be used in the pilot experiment : studies with a view to
selecting the centres to participate in the full-scale project and, in particular , determining a
representative sample of the Community population ;

( e) execution of the actual pilot experiment by the exchange of magnetic tapes , coded in accordance
with ( a ) above, between the computer centres of the Member States and the computer centre of the
Commission ; various adjustments ( to software, methods . . .);

( f) preparation of a report on the results of the pilot experiment .

ANNEX 111

PROBLEMS CONNECTED WITH THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE PILOT EXPERIMENT

1 . Establishment and operation of the pilot experiment ;

2 . Establishment of appropriate links to ensure the transfer between the Member States and the
Commission of the data required for optimum implementation of the pilot experiment;

3 . Utilization of the results and discussion of the action that can be taken as a result ;

4 . Programme of studies and the resources to be set aside for carrying them out ( e.g. on improving the
collection of information on fatal accidents , on the weighting of data in proportion to the
seriousness of the accident).


